Sefer Devarim- the most misunderstood book in the Bible

/Class # 9  For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Why the Mishkan is 'missing' in Sefer Devarim

I. Intro The Mishkan was the major fopic of the second half of Sefer
Shmot, the main topic of Sefer Vayikra, and an important topic in
Bamidbar - so why is totally ‘missing’ in Sefer Devarim!

Today's challenge!

Review Overall structure of the main speech:

Chapter 5 Moshe Rabeinu retells the story of Maamad Har Sinai,
and how he received at that time - the laws that he is about to teach

Chapters 6->11 - The “HA’mitzvah” section , the love & fear of God
/ From “shema” to “v’haya im shmoah”
[last week's topic]

Chapters 12->26 - The “chukim u’mishpatim” section
/ The Laws that will establish God’s nation

[point of departure for this week’s class]

II. Review THE 'CHUKIM U-MISHPATIM' SECTION
How they parallel the last 8 Dibrot!

12-14 Il Establishing God's Name in the Temple- HAMAKOM
ASHER YIVCHAR HASHEM I'shaken SHMO sham

(parallel to not saying God's Name in vain)

15-16 IV The seven year Shmitta cycle & 3 regalim, 7 days of
chag ha’matzot, 7 weeks, 7 days succot in 7" month

(parallel to Shabbat)



17-18 V  The national leaders (shoftim, kohanim & levi'im,
melech, and navi)

(parallel to honoring parents)

19-21 VI  Laws of going to war, murder, and capital punishment
(parallel to 'lo tirtzach')

21-25 VII-X Misc. laws 'bein adam le-chavero'
(parallel to the final dibrot)

At the conclusion of the main speech in chapter 26
In the laws of "mikra bikurim” - a return to the theme of:
Ha’MAKOM ASHER YIVCHAR HASHEM I'shaken SHMO sham

Clearly - this is one of the primary topics of this key section

But it describes a 'Temple’ but not a ‘'Tabernacle’
Let's explain why

ITI. Recal Shmot 24:12-18, after Maamad Har Sinai
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Followed by the laws of how to build the Mishkan!
From chapters 25 thru 31 |

But when were those laws given, before or after Sin of Golden Calf?



IV. Famous Ramban - Shmot 25:1 - why we need the Mishkan
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Discussion, what should have happened -
Had there not been the sin of Golden Calf

A. Any reason to stay in the desert?
B. Why build a portable temple for 6 months
If you can build something permanent in the Land!
C. Yaakov Avinu envisioned a Temple
D. shirat ha'Yam appears to envision a Temple
E. Shmot 23:14-19 - assumes a “bet Elokim” = Temple

V. The laws in Devarim reflect the ideal -
Conquering the land and establishing a central place of worship
In reality, we needed a ‘temporary Temple' = Mishkan
1. As re-hab to show Hashem we want His shchinah
2. to become worthy of His shchinah
Yet we need a Temple -

To be a constant reminder of Mt. Sinai

Therefore - > Sefer Shmot changes the chronology -
To highlight thematic connection between Har Sinai & Mishkan

See - 4 boxes !



