Sefer Devarim- the most misunderstood book in the Bible

/Class ## 7 For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

The Torah reading for Tisha b'Av - 4:25->4:40

I. Intro Our custom is to read Devarim 4:25-40 on Tisha b'Av
morning. In today’s shiur we will try to better understand the

meaning of Tisha b’Av in light of this section in Sefer Devarim.

Underlying question: What does Tisha b’Av commemorate?

Destruction of Temple or EXILE

Devarim chapter 4
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25 When thou shalt beget children,
and children’s children, and ye
shall have been long in the land,
and shall deal corruptly, and make
a graven image, even the form of
any thing, and shall do that which
is evil in the sight of the LORD
thy God, to provoke Him;

26 [ call heaven and earth to
witness against you this day, that
ye shall soon utterly perish from
off the land whereunto ye go over
the Jordan to possess it; ye shall
not prolong your days upon it, but
shall utterly be destroyed.

27 And the LORD shall scatter you
among the peoples, and ye shall be
left few in number among the
nations, whither the LORD shall
lead you away.

28 And there ye shall serve gods,
the work of men’s hands, wood
and stone, which neither see, nor
hear, nor eat, nor smell.

29 But from thence ye will seek
the LORD thy God; and thou shalt
find Him, if thou search after Him
with all thy heart and with all thy
soul.



II. What causes Exile - one sin, or a progression of sin:
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Ibn Ezra's commentary to 4:25
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25) AND YOU SHALL DEAL CORRUPTLY - With regard to the rest of the commandments
such as to murder or to commit adultery

What leads Ibn Ezra to this conclusion - i.e. not only idol worship
onnVYH. — note parallel to the reason for the Flood

Breishit chapter 6 - corruption
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Devarim chapter 6 - what is evil in the EYES OF GOD

1 - _ i 16 Ye shall not try the LORD your
,DD’ﬂbN n]rn’ ﬂN ’1923—] Nb 10 God, as ye tried Him in Massah.
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commandments of the LORD your
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18 And thou shalt do that
which is right and good in
the sight of the LORD;
that it may be well with
thee, and that thou mayest
go in and possess the good
land which the LORD

swore unto thy fathers,

Most likely source for Ibn Ezra's specific example - Yirmiyahu 7

Jeremiah Chapter 7 Y9124?
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1 The word that came to Jeremiah
from the LORD, saying:

2 Stand in the gate of the LORD’S
house, and proclaim there this
word, and say: Hear the word of
the LORD, all ye of Judah, that
enter in at these gates to worship
the LORD. {S}

3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel: Amend your
ways and your doings, and I will
cause you to dwell in this place.

4 Trust ye not in lying words,
saying: 'The temple of the LORD,
the temple of the LORD, the
temple of the LORD, are these.’

5 Nay, but if ye thoroughly amend
your ways and your doings; if ye
thoroughly execute justice
between a man and his neighbour;
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6 if ye oppress not the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow, and
shed not innocent blood in this
place, neither walk after other
gods to your hurt;

7 then will I cause you to dwell in
this place, in the land that I gave to
your fathers, for ever and ever.

8 Behold, ye trust in lying words,
that cannot profit.

9 Will ye steal, murder, and
commit adultery, and swear
falsely, and offer unto Baal, and
walk after other gods whom ye
have not known,

10 and come and stand before Me
in this house, whereupon My
name is called, and say: 'We are
delivered’, that ye may do all these
abominations?

11 Is this house, whereupon My
name is called, become a den of
robbers in your eyes? Behold, I,

even I, have seen it, saith the
LORD.

12 For go ye now unto My place
which was in Shiloh, where I
caused My name to dwell at the
first, and see what I did to it for the
wickedness of My people Israel.

13 And now, because ye have done
all these works, saith the LORD,
and I spoke unto you, speaking
betimes and often, but ye heard
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not, and I called you, but ye
answered not;

14 therefore will I do unto the
house, whereupon My name is
called, wherein ye trust, and unto
the place which I gave to you and

to your fathers, as I have done to
Shiloh.

15 And I will cast you out of My
sight, as I have cast out all your

brethren, even the whole seed of
Ephraim. {P}

21 Thus saith the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel: Add your burnt-
offerings unto your sacrifices, and
eat ye flesh.

22 For I spoke not unto your
fathers, nor commanded them in
the day that I brought them out of
the land of Egypt, concerning
burnt-offerings or sacrifices;

23 but this thing I commanded
them, saying: 'Hearken unto My
voice, and [ will be your God, and
ye shall be My people; and walk
ye in all the way that I command
you, that it may be well with you.’

24 But they hearkened not, nor
inclined their ear, but walked in
their own counsels, even in the
stubbornness of their evil heart,
and went backward and not
forward,



IITI. In the context of chapter 4 - & all of Sefer Devarim:

General, keeping the laws to be worthy of Hashem’s help,
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The purpose of the laws — light to the nations
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Danger of idol worship — even with good intentions
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IV The theme of the Temple and national center in Devarim

See chapter 12
Concept of “knowing 6od - in Yirmiyahu [today's Haftara]

See Yirmiyahu chapters 9 in light of chapter 7
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1 Oh that I were in the
wilderness, in a lodging-place of
wayfaring men, that I might
leave my people, and go from
them! For they are all adulterers,
an assembly of treacherous men.

2 And they bend their tongue,
their bow of falsehood; and they
are grown mighty in the land, but
not for truth; for they proceed
from evil to evil, and Me they
know not, saith the LORD.

3 Take ye heed every one of his
neighbour, and trust ye not in any
brother; for every brother acteth
subtly, and every neighbour
goeth about with slanders.

4 And they deceive every one his
neighbour, and truth they speak
not; they have taught their
tongue to speak lies, they weary
themselves to commit iniquity.

5 Thy habitation is in the midst
of deceit; through deceit they
refuse to know Me, saith the
LORD. {S}

6 Therefore thus saith the LORD
of hosts: behold, I will smelt
them, and try them; for how else
should I do, because of the
daughter of My people?

7 Their tongue is a sharpened
arrow, it speaketh deceit; one
speaketh peaceably to his
neighbour with his mouth, but in
his heart he layeth wait for him.
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8 Shall I not punish them for
these things? saith the LORD;
shall not My soul be avenged on
such a nation as this? {S}

9 For the mountains will I take
up a weeping and wailing, and
for the pastures of the wilderness
a lamentation, because they are
burned up, so that none passeth
through. And they hear not the
voice of the cattle; both the fowl
of the heavens and the beast are
fled, and gone.

10 And I will make Jerusalem
heaps, a lair of jackals; and I will
make the cities of Judah a
desolation, without an
inhabitant. {S}

11 Who is the wise man, that he
may understand this? And who is
he to whom the mouth of the
LORD hath spoken, that he may
declare it? Wherefore is the land
perished and laid waste like a

wilderness, so that none passeth
through? {S}

12 And the LORD saith: Because
they have forsaken My law
which I set before them, and
have not hearkened to My voice,
neither walked therein;

13 But have walked after the
stubbornness of their own heart,
and after the Baalim, which their
fathers taught them. {P}

14 Therefore thus saith the
LORD of hosts, the God of
Israel: Behold, I will feed them,
even this people, with
wormwood, and give them water
of gall to drink.
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15 I will scatter them also among
the nations, whom neither they
nor their fathers have known;
and I will send the sword after
them, till I have consumed

them. {P}

22 Thus saith the LORD: Let not
the wise man glory in his
wisdom, neither let the mighty
man glory in his might, let not
the rich man glory in his riches;

23 But let him that glorieth glory
in this, that he understandeth,
and knoweth Mg, that [ am the
LORD who exercise mercy,
justice, and righteousness, in the
earth; for in these things I
delight, saith the LORD. {S}

V. Remainder of the Torah reading - and connection to Alienu
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29 But from thence ye will seek the
LORD thy God; and thou shalt find
Him, if thou search after Him with all
thy heart and with all thy soul.

30 In thy distress, when all these

things are come upon thee, in the end
of days, thou wilt return to the LORD
thy God, and hearken unto His voice;

31 for the LORD thy God is a
merciful God; He will not fail thee,
neither destroy thee, nor forget the
covenant of thy fathers which He
swore unto them.

32 For ask now of the days past,
which were before thee, since the day
that God created man upon the earth,
and from the one end of heaven unto
the other, whether there hath been
any such thing as this great thing is,
or hath been heard like it?
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33 Did ever a people hear the voice of
God speaking out of the midst of the
fire, as thou hast heard, and live?

34 Or hath God assayed to go and
take Him a nation from the midst of
another nation, by trials, by signs, and
by wonders, and by war, and by a
mighty hand, and by an outstretched
arm, and by great terrors, according
to all that the LORD your God did for
you in Egypt before thine eyes?

35 Unto thee it was shown, that thou
mightest know that the LORD, He is

God; there is none else beside Him.

36 Out of heaven He made thee to

hear His voice, that He might instruct
thee; and upon earth He made thee to
see His great fire; and thou didst hear
His words out of the midst of the fire.

37 And because He loved thy fathers,
and chose their seed after them, and
brought thee out with His presence,
with His great power, out of Egypt,

38 to drive out nations from before
thee greater and mightier than thou,

to bring thee in, to give thee their land
for an inheritance, as it is this day;

39 know this day, and lay it to thy
heart, that the LORD, He is God in
heaven above and upon the earth
beneath; there is none else.

40 And thou shalt keep His statutes,
and His commandments, which I
command thee this day, that it may go
well with thee, and with thy children
after thee, and that thou mayest
prolong thy days upon the land,
which the LORD thy God giveth
thee, for ever. {P}






