Sefer Devarim- the most misunderstood book in the Bible

/Class # 14 For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Re-examining the concepts of "malchiot” & “zichronot”

in light of our study of Sefer Devarim
I. Intro

Last week, in our discussion of chapter 29-30 ["brit Nitzavim"] - we
discussed the connection between the eternal covenant between God and
His People with the concept of "malchiot” in our Rosh ha'Shana prayers.

. In today's class, we will discuss its connection to the Bibical
concept of “zichronot” and "shofrot” (& "tefilla” in general) in light of the
themes of reward and punishment that we have studied in Sefer Devarim.

Opening questions-
Could one consider “shofar” as "tefilla"?
Is there a Biblical obligation to pray?
Why are we judged once/year and not every day?

I. The blessing for “shofrot”
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IT. Is the commandment to 'blow' the shofar, or to 'hear’ it?

What does it mean to ‘hear’ the shofar?

Let's see the commandment in Vayikra 23:23-25 & Bamidbar 29:1-2
Vayikra Chapter 23 — One the “moadei Hashem” -in the 7t" month!
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Bamidbar Chapter 29 — Parallel source, note name of holiday
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Other examples of “yom truah” - Fear of Life & Death situation — caused by truah

Zephaniah Chapter 1 —Defining a “yom teruah”
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The key to understanding “zichron truah" |

Primary source: Bamidbar 10:1-10 in light of Melachim Aleph 8:27-40
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1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

2 'Make thee two trumpets of silver; of beaten
work shalt thou make them; and they shall be
unto thee for the calling of the congregation,
and for causing the camps to set forward.

3 And when they shall blow with them, all the
congregation shall gather themselves unto
thee at the door of the tent of meeting.

4 And if they blow but with one, then the
princes, the heads of the thousands of Israel,
shall gather themselves unto thee.

5 And when ye blow an alarm, the camps that
lie on the east side shall take their journey.

6 And when ye blow an alarm the second
time, the camps that lie on the south side shall
set forward; they shall blow an alarm for their
journeys.

7 But when the assembly is to be gathered
together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound
an alarm.

8 And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall
blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to
you for a statute for ever throughout your
generations.
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Underlying question - how do we ‘communicate’ with Hashem?

= a transformative understanding caused by hearing shofar

Chazal's understanding based on Shlomo's tefilla :Melachim Aleph 8



i NIND-DY ,DOTDN 22 ,DINND 0D 15
--719992) N ,000¥1 1Y) DIDYD M7
A2 ‘W)N M0 N2n-2 ,9X

--IMNH-ONY ,TTIY N29N-ON NN NI
-‘Jm 1390 -8 yuvY th mm
Ra)bry ~p39b bbsm: TT2Y YN ‘nbanﬂ

,MID MIAN-ON NNNY JPY NN VI
Y NN N ,DIPRN-IN ,01) N9
wx "!‘79:'\‘1 -bn ,»mvb-—o\v MV
M0 DIPRD-SN 472y Y9amn

PINIYY YY) ,TTIY MNN-DN NYNY) 2
NPN) ; M DIPRD-SN wbsw IUN
,DIDYN-IN ,'[m\v Dipn- bN m\vn

TTTTT

J2-RY)) HNYI7 VIR RON? YN NN N‘J
--7N21R 299 NON,NDY ; ITONNY NoN
3D M2

TTTTT

TTTTT

997 rmb ,y\v'\ ww'\-ub--‘p‘r:w N
ANPIND 9 mp? , TN PYTNNDY ;IUNID

YYN--2IN N9 INIY? 1Y 9902 Y
TRY-NNITIN TIN 1Y 5 T2 -INON?
R0 1222 PYN IMNNM 199907

,IN20Y ,0MYD YYD ,NHNY 15
-9N , DDAV ; INIY? THY NNVNY
{U} 033‘3?.‘5? DD VN, IDTRD

>3 701 MM-ND) B2V IMYNa NI
D DIPRN-5N D290 ; T2 -INVN?
PRG-I ATIN)

DD *9,192IVY? DHNVN)

27 But will God in very truth dwell
on the earth? behold, heaven and the
heaven of heavens cannot contain

Thee; how much less this house that I
have builded!

28 Yet have Thou respect unto the
prayer of Thy servant, and to his
supplication, O LORD my God, to
hearken unto the cry and to the prayer
which Thy servant prayeth before
Thee this day;

29 that Thine eyes may be open
toward this house night and day, even
toward the place whereof Thou hast
said: My name shall be there; to
hearken unto the prayer which Thy
servant shall pray toward this place.

30 And hearken Thou to the
supplication of Thy servant, and of
Thy people Israel, when they shall
pray toward this place; yea, hear
Thou in heaven Thy dwelling-place;
and when Thou hearest, forgive.

31 If a man sin against his neighbour,
and an oath be exacted of him to
cause him to swear, and he come and
swear before Thine altar in this
house;

32 then hear Thou in heaven, and do,
and judge Thy servants, condemning
the wicked, to bring his way upon his
own head; and justifying the
righteous, to give him according to
his righteousness.

33 When Thy people Israel are
smitten down before the enemy,
when they do sin against Thee, if
they turn again to Thee, and confess
Thy name, and pray and make
supplication unto Thee in this house;

34 then hear Thou in heaven, and
forgive the sin of Thy people Israel,
and bring them back unto the land
which Thou gavest unto their
fathers. {S}

35 When heaven is shut up, and there
is no rain, when they do sin against
Thee; if they pray toward this place,
and confess Thy name, and turn from
their sin, when Thou dost afflict
them;
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36 then hear Thou in heaven, and
forgive the sin of Thy servants, and
of Thy people Israel, when Thou
teachest them the good way wherein
they should walk; and send rain upon
Thy land, which Thou hast given to
Thy people for an inheritance. {S}

37 If there be in the land famine, if
there be pestilence, if there be
blasting or mildew, locust or
caterpillar; if their enemy besiege
them in the land of their cities;
whatsoever plague, whatsoever
sickness there be;

38 what prayer and supplication
soever be made by any man of all
Thy people Israel, who shall know
every man the plague of his own
heart, and spread forth his hands
toward this house;

39 then hear Thou in heaven Thy
dwelling-place, and forgive, and do,
and render unto every man according
to all his ways, whose heart Thou
knowest--for Thou, even Thou only,
knowest the hearts of all the children
of men--

40 that they may fear Thee all the
days that they live in the land which
Thou gavest unto our fathers.

In light of these psukim, let's return to Bamidbar 10:9-10
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Note how 10:10 explains when we say “yaale v'ayvo”
[Use dentist analogy to explain the seasonal holidays]
Suggest MRNA analogy

x1an N9y - what is ‘going up’ and why?
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Note the underlying assumption that we are being judged on the
holidays: see Mishna Rosh ha’'Shana 1:2
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/Psalms.33

. The Biblical themes in our Rosh ha'Shana prayers /“malchiot”

Opening Prayer of RH “shmon’esray”
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You chose us from all the nations

You loved us, and wanted us

You elevated us above all the ‘languages’
You sanctified us [made us holy] with your
commandments [mitzvot]

You brought us close to You our King - - in
order that we would serve You.

And You have called upon us associated with us] -

Your Great & Holy name.
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[Compare to Devarim 10:12-19]

Closing Prayer of RH “shmon’esray”
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Our God, and God of our fathers:

Reign upon the entire world with Your glory
Elevate Yourself over the entire Land..

Appear with Your great strength over all the
inhabitants of the earth..

Let every created being understand that You
created him..

And let everything breathing soul say:

That Hashem - the God of Israel - He is King,
and His Kingdom rules supreme.

Sanctify us with your Commandments

Put our portion with Your Torah...

And purify our hearts so that we can truthfully
serve You.

Because you are a true God, and Your words
are true and eternal....
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[See Devarim 4:5-8, 5:1 & 26:16-19]







