How to study a Biblical book: - Class # 5
From 'text' to 'context' to 'theme'’

For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Intertextuality between books:
What came first - Matan Torah or the Flood?

Intro: Last week, we studied the story of the sin of the Golden Calf,
showing how it must be understand in light of thematic connection to the
story of Matan Torah. This week, will will show how we can enhance our
understanding the events in Sefer Shmot, if we consider Sefer Breishit,
as a book written to help Am Yisrael understand the events that transpire
in Sefer Shmot.

I. Example of parallels between Flood story and Matan Torah:

1. The word 712N (ark) / see Br. 6:14,18 ; Shmot 2:3-5
2. 119193 0 N¥H
Finding 'favor' in God's eyes / Br. 6:8 ; Shmot 33:17
Forty days and forty nights / Br. 7:4,12 ; Shmot 24:18
Seven days before the forty days Br. 7:4; Shmot 24:16
120 years - life of man - Br. 6:3 / Dvarim 34:7
Destroying everyone else, and saving only you / Br. 7:1-4 Shmot 32:10

Sin of "hashchata" / corruption NN HNYM, Br. 6:11; Shmot 32:7
A Covenant - re-defining a relationship with God
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- Question ? are these parallels intentional?
If so, what may be their meaning?
In our class, we will relate to the theme of covenant, but

Before we discuss this question,
An observation re: chet ha'egel and its connection to brit Avot:
And how it can explain Aharon's behavior and why he makes the ‘egel’

Note the ‘material’, not just the 'shape’



II. Review the ‘conditional promise’ in Shmot 23:20-23
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End of chapter 24..... ..

20 Behold, I send an angel before
thee, to keep thee by the way, and to
bring thee into the place which I have
prepared.

21 Take heed of him, and hearken
unto his voice; be not rebellious
against him; for he will not pardon
your transgression; for My name is in
him.

22 But if thou shalt indeed hearken
unto his voice, and do all that I
speak; then I will be an enemy unto
thine enemies, and an adversary unto
thine adversaries.

b y y . 17 And the appearance of the glory of the
ﬂ :N \’) N: ,ﬂlﬂ’ ‘HZD ﬂN.\D1 ¥ LORD was like devouring fire on the top of

the mount in the eyes of the children of
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Israel.

-bN byn_ ”;)T’n Ann: ﬂ\’))ﬁ N:lz] 9 18 And Moses entered into the midst of the

cloud, and went up into the mount; and

9NAa i']\)))ﬂ ,ﬂ,’ *971N Moses was in the mount forty days and
VR T S forty nights.
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Following the ‘camp camera’ - i.e. continuing directly with chapter 32

"-‘DD_])Q 3'1‘1‘1? ﬂ\’)D \,)\,)3_,3 rD)T’D Nﬂ?’_ N 1 And when the people saw that Moses

delayed to come down from the mount,

. ])?N j"\DN)l J"DB-&” D?":‘ bﬂl’?’l the people gathered themselves together

unto Aaron, and said unto him: 'Up,

’bb’ ‘“’)Z_" ﬂ,ﬂ,N })?-ﬂwé’ a’i’ make us a god who shall go before us;

for as for this Moses, the man that

YIND WD Nr-Y9==Y) ,)ﬂb brought us up out of the land of Egypt,

we know not what is become of him.
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2 And Aaron said unto them: 'Break off
the golden rings, which are in the ears of
your wives, of your sons, and of your
daughters, and bring them unto me.’

3 And all the people broke off the golden
rings which were in their ears, and
brought them unto Aaron.

4 And he received it at their hand, and
fashioned it with a graving tool, and
made it a molten calf; and they said:
'This is thy god, O Israel, which brought
thee up out of the land of Egypt.’

5 And when Aaron saw this, he built an
altar before it; and Aaron made
proclamation, and said: 'To-morrow shall
be a feast to the LORD.

6 And they rose up early on the morrow,
and offered burnt-offerings, and brought
peace-offerings; and the people sat down
to eat and to drink, and rose up to make

merry.

Note whey specifically this gold reminds them of the Exodus!

At the burning bush - Shmot chapter 3:

,33 ‘JN ﬁDNﬂ k) —w))g bN 0’772‘{ Ty WDN” w 15 And God said moreover unto Moses: 'Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel: The
,ﬁ,N D.":’N ,.‘,N ﬁ:’ﬂﬁN ,-]bN _11—1’ ‘JNﬂ\’)’ LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of

D‘)))') ?)3\)) Y ; DQ?‘)N ?Jﬁ'p\)) :‘7)” ,ﬁbxj Ny Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of

Jacob, hath sent me unto you; this is My name
T 'l'f? "\37 M) for ever, and this is My memorial unto all
generations.

]:]'] )9231 ,':'N‘W)’ ,)i’t 'ﬂN ’:‘gvg’ n-[b 130 16 Go, and gather the elders of Israel together,

and say unto them: The LORD, the God of
i ] fathers, the God of Abrah f1
’7?8 ‘—n:{‘-u DD)T\JB )nbN nln) Dan your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac,

and of Jacob, hath appeared unto me, saying: |
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And when we leave Egypt: in Shmot chapter 11:

have surely remembered you, and seen that
which is done to you in Egypt.

17 And I have said: I will bring you up out of
the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the
Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Amorite,
and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the
Jebusite, unto a land flowing with milk and
honey.

18 And they shall hearken to thy voice. And
thou shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel,
unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto
him: The LORD, the God of the Hebrews,
hath met with us. And now let us go, we pray
thee, three days’ journey into the wilderness,
that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.

19 And I know that the king of Egypt will not
give you leave to go, except by a mighty hand.

20 And I will put forth My hand, and smite
Egypt with all My wonders which I will do in
the midst thereof. And after that he will let
you go.

21 And [ will give this people favour in the
sight of the Egyptians. And it shall come to
pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty;

22 but every woman shall ask of
her neighbour, and of her that
sojourneth in her house, jewels of
silver, and jewels of gold, and
raiment; and ye shall put them
upon your sons, and upon your
daughters; and ye shall spoil the
Egyptians.’
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one plague more will I bring upon
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will let you go hence; when he shall let
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hence altogether.
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and let them ask every man of his

.2‘0: ’b:’ ,‘]\79 "59 ,ﬁ’?"”‘! nNn ﬂ\?N? neighbour, and every woman of her

neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels of
gold.

o) ;D?-‘sm Y3 ,D)’ﬂ ]n-nN mnd ]T\’l p) 3 And the LORD gave the people favour

in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover

YA, 029810 NN ‘TN): b"fa ,ﬂ\’)” w’N‘O the man Moses was very great in the land

of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s

{ % } D)T’D ’J’)’:n ,ﬂ)’ﬂg"‘f:ﬁ_’ servants, and in the sight of the people.

Then in Shmot 12:
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33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the
people, to send them out of the land in haste;
for they said: "We are all dead men.’

34 And the people took their dough before it
was leavened, their kneading-troughs being
bound up in their clothes upon their
shoulders.

35 And the children of Israel did according
to the word of Moses; and they asked of the
Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of
gold, and raiment.

36 And the LORD gave the people favour in
the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let
them have what they asked. And they
despoiled the Egyptians.

Let's note the parallels to Brit Bein ha'Btarim - Breishit chapter 15

See slide of brit bein ha'btarim

Note all the parallels and the concept of ‘conquest’ -"yerusha”



See also Yirmiyahu chapter 34 re: symbolism of the"egel”
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12 therefore the word of the LORD came
to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying:

13 Thus saith the LORD, the God of
Israel: I made a covenant with your
fathers in the day that [ brought them
forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage, saying:

14 'At the end of seven years ye shall let
go every man his brother that is a
Hebrew, that hath been sold unto thee,
and hath served thee six years, thou shalt
let him go free from thee’; but your
fathers hearkened not unto Me, neither
inclined their ear.

15 And ye were now turned, and had
done that which is right in Mine eyes, in
proclaiming liberty every man to his
neighbour; and ye had made a covenant
before Me in the house whereon My
name is called;

16 but ye turned and profaned My name,
and caused every man his servant, and
every man his handmaid, whom ye had
let go free at their pleasure, to return; and
ye brought them into subjection, to be
unto you for servants and for

handmaids. {S}

17 Therefore thus saith the LORD: Ye
have not hearkened unto Me, to proclaim
liberty, every man to his brother, and
every man to his neighbour; behold, I
proclaim for you a liberty, saith the
LORD, unto the sword, unto the
pestilence, and unto the famine; and I
will make you a horror unto all the
kingdoms of the earth.

18 And I will give the men that have
transgressed My covenant, that have not
performed the words of the covenant
which they made before Me, when they
cut the calf'in twain and passed between
the parts thereof;
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Discussion of physical objects
That remind of us of previous experiences
How all the above can explain Aharon's actions

And the peoples statement/ conclusion:

19 the princes of Judah, and the princes of
Jerusalem, the officers, and the priests,
and all the people of the land, that passed
between the parts of the calf;

20 [ will even give them into the hand of
their enemies, and into the hand of them
that seek their life; and their dead bodies
shall be for food unto the fowls of the
heaven, and to the beasts of the earth.

21 And Zedekiah king of Judah and his
princes will I give into the hand of their
enemies, and into the hand of them that
seek their life, and into the hand of the
king of Babylon’s army, that are gone up
from you.

That the “egel” represents/ reminds them of the God of the Exodus

And the ‘powerful god' that will help them conquer the Land.

[and hence "brit Avot"]

Review: What happens when Moshe goes down the mountatin
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7 And the LORD spoke unto Moses: 'Go,
get thee down; for thy people, that thou
broughtest up out of the land of Egypt,
have dealt corruptly;
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8 they have turned aside quickly out of the
way which I commanded them; they have
made them a molten calf, and have
worshipped it, and have sacrificed unto it,
and said: This is thy god, O Israel, which
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.’

9 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'l have
seen this people, and, behold, itis a
stiffnecked people.

10 Now therefore let Me alone, that My
wrath may wax hot against them, and that I
may consume them; and I will make of
thee a great nation.’

Moshe’s encounter with Aharon re: the ‘wild party’:
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18 And he said: 'It is not the voice of
them that shout for mastery, neither is it
the voice of them that cry for being
overcome, but the noise of them that sing
do I hear.

19 And it came to pass, as soon as he
came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the
calf and the dancing; and Moses’ anger
waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of
his hands, and broke them beneath the
mount.

21 And Moses said unto Aaron: 'What
did this people unto thee, that thou hast
brought a great sin upon them?’

22 And Aaron said: 'Let not the anger of
my lord wax hot; thou knowest the
people, that they are set on evil.

23 So they said unto me: Make us a god,
which shall go before us; for as for this
Moses, the man that brought us up out of
the land of Egypt, we know not what is
become of him.
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there came out this calf.

25 And when Moses saw that the people
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II. Moshe’s prayer — and its connection to “brit Avot”

’D)T’D_bN ﬂ\’))ﬂ -\DN’I rﬂ-l‘:"?)g y’n’l b 30 And it came to pass on the morrow, that

Moses said unto the people: 'Ye have sinned
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LORD, peradventure I shall make atonement
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said: 'Oh, this people have sinned a great

,ﬂ?.r) ﬂl:i\?D ’—na D?D N\?D sin, and have made them a god of gold.
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See Shmot 20:19-22 7 opening commandment

—=YIN - . . VIl P - 32 Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin--;
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See Shmot 23:21 — re: Moshe & the malach

-N\-’?D ‘-“))B ’D ‘—]\)))g_bN ”—]1’—], WDN’] }b 33 And the LORD said unto Moses:

'Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him

99910 NNNN ’)? will I blot out of My book.
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34 And now go, lead the people unto the
place of which I have spoken unto thee;
behold, Mine angel shall go before thee;
nevertheless in the day when I visit, I will
visit their sin upon them.’

Compare Shmot 23:20-23

See also Ibn Ezra

From Rosh haHashana to Rosh haShana [ yearly]

III. Shmot chapter 33
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1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses:
'‘Depart, go up hence, thou and the people
that thou hast brought up out of the land
of Egypt, unto the land of which I swore
unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,
saying: Unto thy seed will I give it--

2 and [ will send an angel before thee;
and I will drive out the Canaanite, the
Amorite, and the Hittite, and the
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite--

3 unto a land flowing with milk and
honey; for I will not go up in the midst of
thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people;
lest I consume thee in the way.’

4 And when the people heard these evil
tidings, they mourned; and no man did
put on him his ornaments.

5 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Say
unto the children of Israel: Ye are a
stiffnecked people; if I go up into the
midst of thee for one moment, I shall
consume thee; therefore now put off thy
ornaments from thee, that | may know
what to do unto thee.’
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) 6 And the children of Israel stripped
themselves of their ornaments from
mount Horeb onward.

7 Now Moses used to take the tent and to
pitch it without the camp, afar off from
the camp; and he called it the tent of
meeting. And it came to pass, that every
one that sought the LORD went out unto
the tent of meeting, which was without
the camp.
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12 And Moses said unto the LORD: ’See,
Thou sayest unto me: Bring up this people;
and Thou hast not let me know whom Thou
wilt send with me. Yet Thou hast said: |
know thee by name, and thou hast also found
grace in My sight.

13 Now therefore, I pray Thee, if I have
found grace in Thy sight, show me now Thy
ways, that I may know Thee, to the end that I
may find grace in Thy sight; and consider
that this nation is Thy people.’

14 And He said: 'My presence shall go with
thee, and [ will give thee rest.’

15 And he said unto Him: 'If Thy presence
go not with me, carry us not up hence.

16 For wherein now shall it be known that I
have found grace in Thy sight, I and Thy
people? is it not in that Thou goest with us,
so that we are distinguished, [ and Thy
people, from all the people that are upon the
face of the earth?’

I'V. The progression of the Biblical concept of Covenant



A. Rainbow Covenant - brit ha'keshet Breishit chapter 9
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B. Brit Milah - Covenant of Circumcision Breishit chapter 17
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C. Brit Sinai - Covenant at Mt.Sinai / Sefer Vayikra - chapter 26
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--- Brit Sinai, in Sefer Shmot chapters 19 & 31-
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V. The parallel with "chet ha'egel” 25 pa mnw
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The new covenant - w/ attributes of Mercy
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VI. - Parallel between first and second Luchot

'New Deal’ - enter attributes of Mercy
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. Re-establishing Brit Sinai with an ‘amendment’ /shmot 34
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From pT to nmnn

From the First Luchot: ¢ The Second Luchot:
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Moshe Rabeinu's request for the shechina to return
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Note parallel between Moshe Rabeinu's request after God declares His new Midot —
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in direct contrast to God’s earlier threat from 33:2-3:
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[the word 2 can mean ‘because’ or ‘even though’]



The Biblical meaning of the word “kapara”
m na'n -1 po wxta Breishit 6:14 - Noah's Ark
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10 IRna "o Mnw / Frost like manna — Shmot 16:14
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12wna nhoan - Ny mnw / Kapporet cover of Ark — Shmot 25:20
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Avoda of High Priest on Yom Kippur - Vayikra 16:3-16
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