How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #2
The Exodus, why the book is better than the movie
‘Mission Impossible’ - Part II

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

I. Review:
In our study last week of the burning bush narrative, we discussed
the ‘double mission’ Moshe received -

to convince Pharoah to ‘send the Israelites to serve their God'

to inform the elders of Israel re: their forthcoming redemption
We began our discussion of Moshe questions & challenges, as well as
considering what God's master plan was.

Or basically :

To take the Jews out of Egypt
& to take 'Egypt out of the Jews'

We also discussed how it is NOT Moshe's job to orchestrate the
Exodus, rather only to follow God's commands - to enable God to
execute His ‘'master plan’

We continue that discussion in today's class, as we continue our
careful study of the 'burning bush' narrative

II. Shmot chapter 3
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10 Come now therefore, and I will send
thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest
bring forth My people the children of
Israel out of Egypt.'

11 And Moses said unto God: 'Who am I,

that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that T
should bring forth the children of Israel
out of Egypt?"’

12 And He said: 'Certainly I will be with
thee; and this shall be the token unto
thee, that I have sent thee: when thou
hast brought forth the people out of
Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this
mountain.’

13 And Moses said unto God: 'Behold,
when I come unto the children of Israel,
and shall say unto them: The God of your
fathers hath sent me unto you; and they
shall say to me: What is His nhame? what
shall I say unto them?'

14 And God said unto Moses: 'T AM
THAT I AM'; and He said: ' Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel: I
AM hath sent me unto you.'

15 And God said moreover unto Moses:
"Thus shalt thou say unto the children of
Israel: The LORD, the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent
me unto you; this is My name for ever,
and this is My memorial unto all
generations.

16 Go, and gather the elders of Israel
together, and say unto them: The LORD,
the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, hath
appeared unto me, saying: I have surely
remembered you, and seen that which is
done to you in Egypt.

17 And T have said: I will bring you up out
of the affliction of Egypt unto the land
of the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and
the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the
Hivite, and the Jebusite, unto a land
flowing with milk and honey.

18 And they shall hearken to thy voice.
And thou shalt come, thou and the elders
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IV. Shmot chapter 4
Moshe continues to clarify his mission:

X 1 And Moses answered and said: 'But,
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2 And the LORD said unto him: 'What
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3 And He said: 'Cast it on the ground.'
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was leprous, as white as snow.

7 And He said: 'Put thy hand back into
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Discuss - why the need for 'proofs’



V. Moshe & Aharon - why the need for 'spokesman’?

10 And Moses said unto the LORD:
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14 And the anger of the LORD was
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16 And he shall be thy spokesman
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Discuss - Was sending Aharon to help part of God's original plan?

Is Moshe reluctant to take the mission, or is he trying his best to
make sure that it will be successful.

Is Moshe worried about Pharoah not listening or Am Yisrael?
Compare with the end of Shmot chapter 6 & 7:1-2
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VI. Stage One - Moshe & Aharon meet the elders

[are they succesful - discuss]
27 And the LORD said to Aaron: 'Go into
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went, and met him in the mountain of
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28 And Moses told Aaron all the words
9 T b
TR M MI2T-5D DR LIIDRD WD TI TID ¢ 0 ond wherenith He had sent him,
and all the signs wherewith He had
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29 And Moses and Aaron went and

;ﬁD81 9nwb -:[5’1 02 gathered together all the elders of the
. children of Israel.
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30 And Aaron spoke all the words which
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31 And the people believed; and when
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they bowed their heads and worshipped.

VII, The first encounter with Pharoah
Shmot chapter 5
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the wilderness.'
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2 And Pharaoh said: ‘Who is the LORD,
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let Israel go? I know not the LORD, and

N 0N ,M-NR AYT KD HRIWW-NR MW moreover Twill not let Tsrael go.
MUK 85 S

. . 3 And they said: 'The God of the
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0798 M9 ANAI ,73723 DN MWW TUT wiiderness, and sacrifice unto the LORD
- g : . : our God; lest He fall upon us with

.:ﬁ]:[: IN ‘|:'|'; JJI..J‘.}?’-ID- pestilence, or with the sword.'
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Followed by the story of double workload

Note how Moshe has failed (at least he thinks so)
19 And the officers of the children of
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20 And they met Moses and Aaron, who
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from Pharaoh;
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22 And Moses returned unto the LORD
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