:How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Breishit class #9
The theme of ‘covenant’ in Sefer Breishit - part IIT
Brit Bein ha'Btarim [in light of Chanuka]

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/
Intro

Discuss - concept of 'two perspectives’ re: Hashem's Name

Discuss - concept of sovereignty & its covenantal purpose
[relate to Chanuka... /vision of Zecharya vs. Chagai]

I. Review: Progression of topic of covenant from Breishit to Shmot

The theme of “brit Milah” in the rest of Chumah

How brit Milah connected to the Covenant at Mount Sinai -
And Shmot 31:13-18 — shabbat as a ‘weekly reminder’
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In Devarim chapter 5 — intro to the Ten Commandments
The covenantal meaning of “Hashem Elokeinu”.
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I1. Discuss - If brit Milah relates to Brit Sinai — why focus on Exodus in Dibrot?
relate to the reason for the redemption from Egypt Shmot chapter 6
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In light of this, we can return to Breishit to appreciate the other covenant
i.e. brit bein ha’btarim — Breishit chapter 15



I1. Brit bein ha’btarim, breishit chapter 15
Conversation #1: re: offspring [zera]
Statement by Hashem:
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God’s response/ promise w/ an action/sign
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Final statement
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Conversation #2: - re: future possession of the Land [aretz]

Statement by Hashem:
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Question by Avraham
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God’s response/ promise w/ an action/sign
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Final statement
Y12 IDND HMA--D9AR-NIN MN? NI ,NXIND DI N
-I0) DT ID-TY 0210 DI NNAD NIND-NN PN
“NNYD TR ,NNY PNRPD-NNY PPRD-NN V> N2
“NNY PIDRD-NNY NI .DONID-NN) 21190-NN) YIND
DOIVD-NKY P YIND-NNY 29897

I1I. The concept & purpose of “yerusha”

Discuss: Conquest or Inheritance
Review conversations above in Breishit 15
Noting how “yerusha” is shared by both!

Vayikra chapter 20
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22 Ye shall therefore keep all My statutes, and all
Mine ordinances, and do them, that the land, whither |
bring you to dwell therein, vomit you not out.
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23 And ye shall not walk in the customs of the nation,
which I am casting out before you; for they did all
these things, and therefore | abhorred them.
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) 24 But | have said unto you: "Ye shall inherit their
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flowing with milk and honey." | am the LORD your
:WJ'H 35“ nar pan ,HDR DV)W'? DQ‘? AR God, who have set you apart from the peoples.
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. 26 And hall be holy unto Me; for | the LORD
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See also Yehoshua 1:1-5
Bamidbar 33:50-55
Devarim 1:6-8
Devarim 11:22-24
Then Devarim 4:1-14
Connection to purpose of being chosen & covenant

Extra - Chagai, Zecharya & Chanuka
The Biblical roots of the First Rabbinic Holiday

A] Ezra Chapter 1 — The beginning of the 2" Temple Period
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TJD \;)-\ ALY N7 lh RO, —l —God stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia,

. MoHn-5o2 517 -92Y21,079  that he proclaimed:

NI9Y0N H5--019 7910 YD , 1N 1D 2 2 Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the
779-2.0‘“ . D’D\’)‘l ’“I‘JN n ’b DI, NIND kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD, the God of

I AN GG 3 5ol oy e, T He e e bl

b)m 19y 1’“!52‘{ ks 1)33) b:))g D22-°1 ) 3 Whosoever there is among you of all His people-
Y ma- nN ’12” "i"hﬁ’:l YN D’w’t‘,b -his God be with him--let him go up to Jerusalem,

which is in Judah, and build the house of the
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Jerusalem.
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B] Ezra Chapter 4 — The ‘first intifada

’)a-) $Y22)23 NTIN Y 1)’)3\’)’1 N 1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and
Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity
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C] Haggai Chapter 1 — A new administration — a new hope!
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1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the
6th month, in the first day , came the word of
God by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest:

2 "Thus says God: This people say: The time is
not come, the time that the LORD'S house
should be built." {P}

7 Thus says God: Consider your ways. Go up
to the hill-country, and bring wood, and build
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the House...

D] Zechariah Chapter 2 [Haftara for Shabbat Chanuka - Prophetic encouragement
Nj 7)3'] )3--]])3 na 7n)3\))] ?)‘\ 49 14'Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion; for,
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lo, | come, and | will dwell in the midst of
thee, saith the LORD.

E] Haggai Chapter 2 — Jerusalem CAN be Great Again!
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Ground Breaking Ceremony — 24 Kislev!
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4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the
LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of
Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all
ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and
work; for | am with you,

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater
than that of the former, saith the LORD of
hosts; and in this place will | give peace, saith
the LORD of hosts.'

10 In the24th day of the ninth month, in the
2nd year of Darius, came the word to Haggai

15 And now, | pray you, consider from this
day and forward--before a stone was laid upon
a stone in the Temple of God

18 consider, | pray you, from this day and
forward, from the 24" day of the ninth month,
even from the day that the foundation of the
LORD'S temple was laid, consider it;

19 is the seed yet in the barn? yea, the vine,
and the fig-tree, and the pomegranate, and the
olive-tree hath not brought forth--from this
day will I bless '
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twentieth day of the month, saying:
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Zecharya chapter 4 - Haftara for shabbat Chanuka
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waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his
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said: 'l have seen, and behold a candlestick all of
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of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof.'
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said unto me: 'Knowest thou not what these are?
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6 Then he answered and spoke unto me, saying:
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