How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Breishit class #8

The theme of ‘covenant’ in Sefer Breishit - part II
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

I. Review: Progression of topic of covenant from Breishit to Shmot
the two sections of the book : Universal/ Particular
First 11 chapters setting the stage for the primary story

UNIVERSAL

1 - Creation  ----- establishing one Creator of nature & man (in God's image)
2-3 Gan Eden
4 Kayin & Hevel 6od is consistently upset with man's behaviour
5-9 The Flood

RAINBOW COVENANT — and reacts to man's deeds

10  Dispersion of 70 na’V

11  Tower of Babel
PARTICULAR

11 Genealogy of Shem to Terach
12-24 Stories re: Abraham
TWO COVENANTS
Hashem - Brit bein ha'btarim
Elokim - Brit milah
25-27 Stories re: Yitzchak God chooses a Nation
28-35 Stories re: Yaakov
36  Genealogy of Esav
37-50 Story of Yosef & his brothers

& establishes an eternal covenant

SEFER SHMOT
Brit SINAI ...

ITI. The theme of "brit Milah” in the rest of Chumah
Review: key phrases shared with “brit Keshet"”
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Suggested reason —the rainbow covenant [not to ‘start-over’ creation]
created the need for God to choose a ‘model nation’ —to “fix’



The key verses of “brit keshet”

11And | will establish My covenant with you, and never
again will all flesh be cut off by the flood waters, and there
will never again be a flood to destroy the earth.”

12And God said: "This is the sign of the covenant, which |
am placing between Me and between you, and between
every living soul that is with you, for everlasting generations.

13My rainbow | have placed in the cloud, and it shall be for
a sign of a covenant between Myself and the earth.

The key verses of “brit Milah” —
the next time ELOKIM spoke to man!

1And Abram was ninety-nine years old, and God
appeared to Abram, and He said to him, "I am the
Almighty God; walk before Me and be perfect.

7And | will establish My covenant between Me and
between you and between your seed after you
throughout their generations as an everlasting
covenant, to be to you for a God and to your seed
after you.

8And | will give you and your seed after you the land
of your sojournings, the entire land of Canaan for an
everlasting possession, and | will be to them for a
God."

11And you shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin,
and it shall be as the sign of a covenant between Me
and between you.

— chapter 9
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Breishit chapter 17
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Later in Chumash — the same ‘covenantal phrase’

a

D278 ™ I8 DTON7 D37 N2 OTIER PR

VT3 MKIPD) T R L 0700 M7 79R

VIS VP 2R Ty AT 27 N 20T I WY TR R

1792 YRY7) TLRT YOI VPN U] Y2772 1277 SN T7 D7 2 208D O

T2 T2 N P

noe)ym+



https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8173/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v11
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8173/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v11
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8173/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v12
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8173/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v12
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8173/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v13
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8173/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v13
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8212#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8212#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8212#v7
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8212#v7
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8212#v8
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8212#v8
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8212#v11
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8212#v11

Its connection to the covenant at Har Sinai
End of chapter 25 — Parshat be’Har Sinai

55 For unto Me the children of Israel are servants;
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the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.

Then, continuing in Vayikra chapter 26
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My soul shall not abhor you.
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God, and ye shall be My people.

forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye should not
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your yoke, and made you go upright. {P}

The Covenant at Mount Sinai - to become God's nation /Shmot 19:5-6

5 Now therefore,

if you will hearken unto My voice,
and keep My covenant,
[then] you shall be Mine own
treasure from among all peoples;
for [because/even though] all the earth is
Mine; 6 and you shall be for Me a
kingdom of priests, and a holy
nation. These are the words you shall speak
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Shmot chapter 31 — a ‘weekly reminder’ of the covenant
Commandment to keep Shabbat [after the laws of the Mishkan]
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In Devarim chapter 5 — intro to the Ten Commandments
The covenantal meaning of “Hashem Elokeinu”
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V. The reason for the redemption from Egypt
Shmot chapter 6
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In light of this, we can return to Breishit to appreciate the other covenant
i.e. brit bein ha’btarim — Breishit chapter 15
and the need for two covenants with Avraham Avinu
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Conversation #2:
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