How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Breishit class #7

The theme of ‘covenant’ in Sefer Breishit
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

I. Review: Progression of topics in Breishit
the two sections of the book : Universal/ Particular
First 11 chapters setting the stage for the primary story

UNIVERSAL
1 - Creation  ----- establishing one Creator of nature & man (in God's image)
2-3 Gan Eden
4 Kayin & Hevel 6od is consistently upset with man's behaviour
5-9 The Flood

RAINBOW COVENANT — and reacts to man's deeds

10  Dispersion of 70 nations
11  Tower of Babel

PARTICULAR
11 Genealogy of Shem to Terach
12-24 Stories re: Abraham
TWO COVENANTS
25-27 Stories re: Yitzchak \ God chooses a Nation
28-35 Stories re: Yaakov & establishes an eternal covenant

36  Genealogy of Esav
37-50 Story of Yosef & his brothers

II. The Flood story - it's thematic purpose
A. Re-creation?
If so, why?
Is its message ‘universal’ or ‘particular’
[discuss Sarna's approach in ‘Understanding Genesis']
B. The parallels between Noah & Moses

The word 71230 (ark) / see Br. 6:14,18 ; Shmot 2:3-5
2. 0OPYAIN N3N

Finding 'favor' in God's eyes / Br. 6:8 ; Shmot 33:17
3. Forty days and forty nights / Br. 7:4,12 ; Shmot 24:18
4. Seven days before the forty days Br.7:4; Shmot 24:16
5. 120 years - life of man - Br. 6:3 / Devarim 34:7
6
7
8

—_

Destroying everyone else, and saving only you / Br. 7:1-4 Shmot 32:10

. Sin of "hashchata" / corruption NN PNYM, Br. 6:11; Shmot 32:7
. A Covenant - re-defining a relationship with God



I11. BEFORE THE FLOOD - Two reasons/ perspectives:
Hashem — [Gan Eden version of Creation, man at center]
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5 And the LORD saw that the wickedness
of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually.

6 And it repented the LORD that He had
made man on the earth, and it grieved Him
at His heart.

7 And the LORD said: 'I will blot out man
whom I have created from the face of the
earth; both man, and beast, and creeping
thing, and fowl of the air; for it repenteth
Me that I have made them.’

8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the
LORD. {P}

9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was in
his generations a man righteous and whole-
hearted; Noah walked with God.

10 And Noah begot three sons, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth.

11 And the earth was corrupt before God,
and the earth was filled with violence.

12 And God saw the earth, and, behold, it
was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted
their way upon the earth. {S}

13 And God said unto Noah: 'The end of
all flesh is come before Me; for the earth
is filled with violence through them; and,
behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; with
rooms shalt thou make the ark, and shalt
pitch it within and without with pitch.
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and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy
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IV. AFTER THE FLOOD, TWO REASONS for NEVER AGAIN !
In Hashem’s Name:

20And Noah built an altar to the Lord, and he took | 790 njz*1 NNz DAt Ny |2
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and brought up burnt offerings on the altar. L
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21And the Lord smelled the pleasant aroma, and nina NN AN DX
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BREISHIT CHAPTER 9 - After Flood — [Elokim — re-Creation]
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have been given into your hand[s].
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3Every moving thing that lives shall be yours to eat; like the green
vegetation, | have given you everything.

4But, flesh with its soul, its blood, you shall not eat.

5But your blood, of your souls, | will demand [an account]; from the
hand of every beast | will demand it, and from the hand of man,
from the hand of each man, his brother, | will demand the soul of
man.

6Whoever sheds the blood of man through man shall his blood be
shed, for in the image of God He made man.

7And you, be fruitful and multiply; swarm upon the earth and
multiply thereon."

8And God said to Noah and to his sons with him, saying:

9"And |, behold | am setting up My covenant with you and
with your seed after you.

10ANd with every living creature that is with you, among the
fowl, among the cattle, and among all the beasts of the
earth with you, of all those who came out of the ark, of all
the living creatures of the earth.

11And I will establish My covenant with you, and never
again will all flesh be cut off by the flood waters, and there
will never again be a flood to destroy the earth.”

12And God said: "This is the sign of the covenant, which |
am placing between Me and between you, and between

every living soul that is with you, for everlasting generations.

13My rainbow | have placed in the cloud, and it shall be for
a sign of a covenant between Myself and the earth.

14And it shall come to pass, when | cause clouds to come
upon the earth, that the rainbow will appear in the cloud.

15And | will remember My covenant, which is between Me
and between you and between every living creature among
all flesh, and the water will no longer become a flood to
destroy all flesh.

16And the rainbow shall be in the cloud, and | will see it, to
remember the everlasting covenant between God and
between every living creature among all flesh, which is on
the earth.”

17And God said to Noah: "This is the sign of the covenant
that | have set up, between Myself and between all flesh
that is on the earth."
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Next we examine “brit milah” — noting the numerous and obvious

textual parallels

Afterward, suggest thematic meaning.

V. BREISHIT chap 17 - the next time ELOKIM speaks to man!

1And Abram was ninety-nine years old, and God
appeared to Abram, and He said to him, "I am the
Almighty God; walk before Me and be perfect.

2And | will place My covenant between Me and
between you, and | will multiply you very greatly."

3And Abram fell upon his face, and God spoke with
him, saying,

4"As for Me, behold My covenant is with you, and you
shall become the father of a multitude of nations.

5And your name shall no longer be called Abram, but
your name shall be Abraham, for | have made you the
father of a multitude of nations.

6ANnd | will make you exceedingly fruitful, and | will
make you into nations, and kings will emerge from
you.

7And | will establish My covenant between Me and
between you and between your seed after you
throughout their generations as an everlasting
covenant, to be to you for a God and to your seed
after you.

8And | will give you and your seed after you the land
of your sojournings, the entire land of Canaan for an
everlasting possession, and | will be to them for a
God."

9ANnd God said to Abraham, "And you shall keep My
covenant, you and your seed after you throughout
their generations.

10This is My covenant, which you shall observe
between Me and between you and between your seed
after you, that every male among you be circumcised.

11And you shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin,
and it shall be as the sign of a covenant between Me
and between you.
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V1. Father ‘of’ or Father ‘for’ - many nations?
Regarding :ntia |ipn ax? n*inr px ‘D nan X

Compare this opening statement with 12:2 — to become a ‘great nation’
27 79D NYWNRA2
21 AT TEWR Tp-77 ,0II8-0R MT, MRIN
71T 7137 TPPNY 2. NN W PG,
2730 L2717, SARW A2TARY LTI
TRIRT DADWR 92,72 13723 ;IR , 77700

See Breishit 4:20-21
NN b:p -NN,NTY 7bn] o 20 And Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of

,”,7,:” b"\N 3\’)’ ’3N _‘,_] such as dwell in tents and have cattle.
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pipe.
Breishit 45:8 — Yosef to his brothers:

MIN Dﬂnb\)) DIPN-ND ,IPY) N 8 So now it was not you that sent me hither,
but God; and He hath made me a father to
:le ’))3’\’)” D’-“?N-] )2 ,N37) Pharaoh and lord of all his house, and ruler
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Shoftim 17:10 In pesel micha story

DOTRY ‘-]:w) noMm 9 9N») 9 10 And Micah said unto him: 'Dwell with

me, and be unto me a father and a priest
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Radak - classic approach
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Ha’emek Davar on 17:4 (the Netziv)
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And you shall be the father of many...
Nations:

For until this point, Abraham had called
out the name of God and converted some
people, but this was only those people who
converted entirely and entered under the
category of servants of God in God's Torah
that Abraham had taught them.

And from the beginning, the only purpose
was to "establish the borders of the nations
according to the number of the children of
Israel.”(Devarim 32:8). But it was the
desire and the goal that all of the nations
should know God. "And the idols would
entirely disappear"(lsaiah 2:18) And it was
for this thing that God warned Abraham
that his desire should be to the depths of
his understanding to be a father of many
nations, to make them know God. And In
this he was called a father of many nations,
like a father who establishes his son with
correct ideas and by this the previous
statement of God is clarified.

IVV. The need to two covenants with Avraham Avinu
Discuss — concept of ‘behavior is contagious’
At personal level, as well as national
Also — concept of learning from mistakes
Relate to the flood story, and God’s attributes
Relate to over-arching theme of Breishit & Chumash re: “bechira”

“brit bein ha’btarim” (Breishit chapter 15) ; shem Hashem
Historical process of how we become a nation

And

“brit Milah” (Breishit chapter 17). b’shem Elokim
Core behavior & concept of being an ‘employee’ / vs. consumer

In next shiur, we will trace how this sets the stage for the covenant at Sinai



/Deuteronomy.32.8
/Isaiah.2.18

