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Devarim 31:10-13 And Moshe commanded them, saying: At the end of seven
years, on the occasion of the Sabbatical year, on the festival of Sukkot.
When all of Israel comes to be seen before the face of the Lord your God,
in the place that He will choose, you will read this Torah before all of
Israel in their ears. Assemble the people: the men and the women and the
children, and your stranger who is in your gates, that they will hear and
that they will learn, and they will fear the Lord your God, and they will
take care to perform all the words of this Torah.
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Yerushalmi Megilla 4:1 Moshe enacted that Israel should read the Torah

on Shabbatot, on Yamim Tovim, on Rashei Chodashim, and on Chol Ha-
mo’ed, for it is written “And Moshe declared God’s appointed times to the
children of Israel” [Vayikra 23:44].
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Bava Kama 82a For it was taught in a baraita: “And they walked for three
days in the wilderness and did not find water.” The expounders of verses
said: “water” is only Torah, as it is written, “Lo, all who thirst, go to the
water” [Yeshayahu 55:1]. Since they walked for three days without Torah,
they became exhausted. The prophets among them stood up and enacted
for them that they read on Shabbat, pause on Sunday, read on Monday,
pause on Tuesday and Wednesday, read on Thursday and pause on Erev
Shabbat [Friday], so that they not rest three days without Torah.
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Bava Kamma 82a Initially they enacted one man [reading] three verses, or
alternatively three men [reading] three verses, corresponding to
Kohanim, Levites, and Israelites.
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Bava Kama 82a Ezra issued ten enactments: That they read at

Shabbat mincha, and read on Monday and Thursday...He enacted three
men and ten verses.

FUNDAMENTALS
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Shemot 24:7 And Moshe wrote all the words of God...and he took the Book
of the Covenant and read in the ears of the people, and they said, all that
God has spoken, we will do and we will hear.
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Nechemya 8:1-8 And all the people gathered as one man to the square that
is before the Water Gate and they told Ezra the Scribe to bring the scroll of
the Torah of Moshe that God commanded Israel. And Ezra the Kohen
brought the Torah before the assembly, from man to woman, and all who
could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month.
And he read from it before the square that is before the Water Gate, from
[first] light until noon, before the men and the women and those who
understood, and the ears of all the people were towards the sefer Torah.
And Ezra the Scribe stood on a wooden platform that they made for the
purpose... And Ezra opened the scroll before the eyes of all the people, for
it was above all the people, and when he opened it, all the people stood.
And Ezra blessed the Lord God the Great, and all the people answered,
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“Amen Amen,” raising their hands, and they bowed down and prostrated
themselves before God, faces to the ground. And Yeshua and Bani and
Sherevya, Yamin, Akuv, Shabtai, Hodya, Ma’aseya, Kelita, Azarya,
Yozavad, Chanan, Pelaya, and the Levi’im caused the people to understand
the Torah, and the people stood at their station. And they read from the
scroll of the Torah of God explained, applying wisdom, and they made the
reading understood.
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Rashi Megilla21b s.v.U-vnavi For the Targum is only to make it understood
to the women and the unlearned, who do not know the holy tongue... and
with the Targum of Torah we need to make an effort in order that they
should understand the mitzvot...
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Yerushalmi Megilla 4:1 Rav Chagai said: Rav Shemuel son of Rav Yitzchak
entered the synagogue. He saw Chuna stand and translate without having
any man stand in his place. He said: It is prohibited to you. Just as [Torah]
was given through an intermediary, so we need to conduct ourselves with
it through an intermediary... “I was standing between God and you at that
time to tell you the word of God” [Devarim 5:5]...
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Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, 'In the Matter of Takkanat Moshe,' in Shi'urim Le-
zecher Abba Mari II, 210....Reading the Torah in public is equivalent to the
experience of standing before the Shechina as at Mt. Sinai. This
phenomenon has something of a reenactment of the meeting between
God and the people of Israel hidden within it. In hearing the reading, the
community must picture for themselves that the Torah is given from
Sinai at that moment, with voices and lightning and the shofar’s blast
very strong.
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Mishna Megilla 4:3 We do not make an abbreviated communal repetition
of Shema [for those who missed saying it], and we do not pass before
the aron kodesh [as a prayer leader], and they [the kohanim] do not raise
their hands [to bless the congregation], and we do not read from the
Torah, and we do not read haftara from the Prophets...with fewer than
ten.

OBLIGATION
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Mishna Megilla 4:2 On Rosh Chodesh and Chol Ha-mo’ed, four read; we do
not have fewer than those, we do not add to them, and we do not read

a haftara from Prophets...This is the rule: Any [day] that

includes mussaf and is not a Yom Tov - four read; on Yom Tov - five; On
Yom Kippur - six. On Shabbat - seven; we do not have fewer than those,
but we do add to them, and we read a haftara from Prophets.
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Berachot 8a Rav Sheshet would turn his face and learn [by himself]. He
said: we are involved with our [matters] and they [the community] with
theirs.
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Rashi ad loc Would turn his face and learn [by himself]- his mishna, while
they would read from the sefer Torah.
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Milchemet Ha-shem Megilla 3a (Rif Pagination) ...The items taught in our

mishna [one does not repeat Shema...and does not read the Torah...with
fewer than ten] all are obligations of the community and are only for

©2021 Deracheha.org



https://www.deracheha.org/
https://www.deracheha.org/keriat-ha-torah-1-the-reading/?target=in-depth#Obligation

those obligated in the matter. But [with respect to] megilla, just as the
community is obligated, so is each and every individual obligated...
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Sota 39a Rava son of Rav Huna said: once the sefer Torah has been opened,
it is prohibited to speak even about a matter of Halacha, as it is said “And
when he opened it the entire people stood” [Nechemya 8:5], and standing
refers to silence, as it is said: “And I prayed, for they did not speak, for
they stood [were silent] and did not respond further” [Iyov 32:16]. Rabbi
Zeira said Rav Chisda said, from here: “And the ears of all the people were
toward the Torah scroll” [Nechemya 8:3].
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Shulchan Aruch OC 146:2 Once the reader has begun to read from the sefer
Torah, it is prohibited to speak even in matters of Torah, even between
one man [reading] and another, even if he has completed the portion. And
there are those who permit learning quietly. And there are those who say
that if there are ten who pay attention to the sefer Torah, it is permitted
[for others] to speak (in matters of Torah)...or to read the verses twice
with Targum during keri’at ha-Torah is permitted. All this is not relevant
to Parashat Zachor and Parashat Para, which require ten on a Torah level,
for one must pay attention and hear them from the reader; and it is
correct that for all portions it is fitting for one who is careful with his
matters to pay attention and to hear them from the mouth of the reader.

NX YMw'7 0'7%790n0 75 7 niXn ¢ owXim nama kg 2t 1o ane nita
I'NY DIWA 7RI yIRT 0'RAN [YIX? yINn=] 7710 Dal...01Imn nRAyp
ymwv71 0*7wn7 0NX 'R L,NYI9 YN 070911 ,NIY NI'YADN NIRNJ?
NINMP Y2 C0°XI7'A A12XD NAIN N NIND DIRNPT,NO0'NY Nw1oN

©2021 Deracheha.org



https://www.deracheha.org/

NI XX XD XAI'D LLUTRYCTNY 7D NAIN IR ALY NAIN X' OX AINN
.N7oN v

Halichot Shlomo 12 Keri'at Ha-Torah; Addendum 17 It is a mitzva upon all who
pray to hear keri’at ha-Torah...Those from abroad who come to Eretz
Yisrael in years when the reading is not the same, and miss hearing a
portion, do not need to make up for it and hear the portion that they
missed, for keri’at ha-Torah is a communal obligation. Addendum:
Regarding the matter of keri’at ha-Torah, if it is a communal obligation or
the obligation of each individual...There is only an obligation within the
prayer congregation.

WOMEN HEARING
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Beit Ha-bechira (Me'iri) Megilla 23a...She [a woman] is exempt [from keri’at

ha-Torah] and in any case a minor...he has a connection to [the mitzva
of[ Talmud Torah, that others are commanded to teach him.
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Masechet Soferim 18:4 There are those who read the Book of Lamentations
[Megillat Eicha] in the evening, and there are those who delay it to the
morning, after keri’at ha-Torah...If he knows how to translate it that is
best, and if not, he gives it to one who knows how to translate it well, and
he should translate in order that the rest of the people and the women and
the children will understand, for women are obligated to hear the reading
of a book like men, and how much more so males...The basic halacha is to
translate for the people and the women and the children each portion, and
the Prophet[ic reading] of Shabbat after keri’at Ha-Torah.
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Magen Avraham 282:6 It is understood from here [Megilla 23a] that a
woman is obligated to hear keri’at ha-Torah even though it was enacted on
account of Talmud Torah and women are not obligated in Talmud Torah. In
any case, it is a mitzva to hear, like the mitzva of hakhel in which the
women and children are obligated, see 146. In Masechet Soferim 18 it is
written “the women are obligated to hear the reading of a book like
men...and it is a mitzva to translate for them that they understand.” But
women here are accustomed to going outside.
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Aruch Ha-shulchan OC 282:11 It seems to me that [Masechet Soferim] did not
mean a full obligation, but rather similar to children [exempt

from mitzvot]. For she [a woman] is exempt from Talmud Torah, and
furthermore there is no [mitzva] more time-bound than this...and one
should not compare it to the mitzva of hakhel that the Torah commanded
to “gather the nation, the men, the women, and the children,” for this is
a special mitzva once in seven years that the king read Devarim, which are
words to conquer [the soul]. But for us to say that they [women] are
obligated every Shabbat in keri’at ha-Torah is certainly an astonishing
thing, and what is done every day will prove it, and on the whole it is
impossible for them to hear...
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Rav Hershel Schachter, Tze'i Lach Be'ikvei Ha-Tzon, p. 22....Even according to
the opinion of those who dispute the above Magen Avraham cited above,
in any case, if they [women] were to come to synagogue, they would in
any event fulfill the mitzva of keri’at ha-Torah as one who is not obligated
in a mitzva but performs it...

Rav Yitzchak Yaacov Fuchs, Halichos Bas Yisrael I 2:49, n. 104-105 [n.
104]...HaGaon Rav Yosef Sholom Eliashiv states that since today’s women

are often capable of understanding the Torah reading, it is highly
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recommended that they remain in the synagogue and listen to K’riath
HaTorah. [Text 49]...A woman who comes late to the synagogue

on Shabbath may recite the Shacharith Shemoneh Esrey during K’riath
HaTorah. [n. 105] This is based on a ruling of HaGaon Rav Yosef Sholom
Eliashiv that it is better for a woman to miss K’riath HaTorah than miss
the time for prayer.

Barbara C. Johnson, 'Cochin: Jewish Women's Music.' The Encyclopedia of Jewish
Women, Jewish Women's Archive

Many Kerala Jewish girls were educated in Hebrew along with boys
(sometimes in mixed schools, sometimes separately), learning from an
early age to read the Hebrew prayers and the weekly Torah portion,
together with the ta’amei mikra for chanting it. Women attended
synagogue on Sabbaths and holidays, when the Torah was read from a
second upper bimah (unique to Kerala synagogue architecture) on a
balcony immediately in front of the women’s section, separated only by
an open lattice screen, where they could see the Torah scroll as well as
follow along carefully in the readings and prayers. Certain older women
were noted for their proficiency in Hebrew and sometimes it was a
grandmother or “aunty” who coached young boys as they prepared for
the ritual of chanting their first haftarah and Torah portions in the
synagogue.

WOMEN READING

IMNX 72X QWK 17'OK1 |07 17'9R1 ,NYaY "IN |21V 700 220 11N .20 a7an
1Y TIAD 191 ,NMINA XPN K7 WX :0MNdN

Megilla 23a Our rabbis taught [in a baraita]: Everyone counts toward the
count of seven, even a minor and even a woman. But our sages said: A
woman may not read the Torah, because of kevod ha-tzibbur [the honor of
the congregation].
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Mishna Rosh Ha-shana 3:8 This is the rule: Whoever is not obligated in a
matter does not discharge the obligation of the masses.
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Responsa Rivash 326 When they enacted that there be seven reading from
the Torah, the enactment was that a minor who knows how to read would
count toward the seven, in order that it not burden the community that all
seven be adults, and perhaps they would not find those who would know
how to read. They permitted even a woman for this reason, were it not
for kevod ha-tzibbur. And in any case, they did not permit minors [to read]
all of them [the seven readings].
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Ran Megilla 13a (Rif pagination) Everyone counts toward the count of seven,
even a woman and even a minor. That means they count to complete, and
not that all of them be minors or women, for since they are not subject to
the obligation, they cannot fully discharge the obligation.
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Beit Ha-bechira (Me'iri) Megilla 23a There is one who says that, in any case,
every reading needs one adult [male] reader, and since one has read,

Moshe Rabbeinu’s enactment has been completed and there is no further
reading except from Ezra’s enactment. For the number of readers was not
from Moshe Rabbeinu’s enactment, rather only the reading itself. And
one can complete the reading through a woman or a minor, but the entire
reading may not be done by a woman or minor.
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Hagahot Maimoniot, Laws of Tefilla and Nesi’at Kappayim, 12:17 [Canaanite]
bondsmen may not read from the Torah except for the seventh reading, as

we say, everyone can complete, etc....[From] My teacher our Rav
[Maharam)].
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Ran on Rif, Megilla 15a, Rif pagination
A minor reads from the Torah. To complete the count of seven...
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Mishna Berura 282:11

Toward the count of seven [readers]- but not to the count of
three [Magen Avraham] and in Olat Shabbat he wrote further
that this is also the case regarding the counts of 4-6 that there
are on Rosh Chodesh, Yom Tov, and Yom Kippur, also [a minor
or woman] does not count.
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Beit Ha-bechira (Me'iri) Megilla 23a

Everyone counts toward the count of seven or any count of keri’at
ha-Torah.
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Yechaveh Da'at 4:23 In conclusion: A minor who has reached the
age of education, who knows Whom we bless, from age six and
up, counts toward the number of seven Torah [readers], and how
much more so counts as maftir. And he can read the portion of
his aliyya himself.

[N TAX MK ,NIIN2 R O 12T 2'2'an ndon n”anN? mwnn wiN'e

JUHYN NN NTY DRINNRD DRINAD

Rambam, Commentary on the Mishna, Megilla 4:6 A minor reads from
the Torah, one of the later Ge’onim said that this is after the

third reading.
DY7 Y'Y X7 MDD |'RY NIINA KR [V .12 a'7an (MNn) 2'nan na
... NIXN ARWD NIINA NIXN T |'NI
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Beit Ha-bechira (Me'iri) Megilla 24a A minor reads from the Torah, for the
intention is only to make it heard to the people, and this is not a full
mitzva like other mitzvot...

I'RX¥I'l N7V JOP DAY NN NIV'YWOY XN1 D71 2ay:a n”IN AwN NNAR N7 1Y
NNd1 N'N X7 [NMINN NRN=] N7Rpn NNI0S DX R NYK DI INKMA
['VNIYN 'R XNT DIYN L[R2 'RND=] 2N NNNKR NIXN2 DINKR R'XINYT
['YNIYN ['WIY DTENIXAD XD ARIPD [NYNMYUY XX RIpNnN XXING DY
.Jaxya

Responsa Iggerot Moshe OC II:72 Therefore, it easily makes sense that even a
minor goes up [to read] and we discharge the obligation through his
reading, and similarly a woman [may read] even if she is exempt

from keri’at ha-Torah and it would not be in her power to discharge
others’ obligations in other mitzvot in this type of situation, because the
listeners don’t need to discharge their obligation through the reader, but
rather their hearing the reading is a mitzva and this the listeners do
themselves.
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