Could Yirmiyahu Have Saved Shushan?
Finding Prophets in Megillat Esther
Adina Blaustein

1. Masechet Megillah 14a - 15a

Who were the seven prophetesses? Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, Hannah,
Abigail, Huldah and Esther...

Esther, as it is written: “And it came to pass on the third day that Esther
clothed herself in royalty” (Esther 5:1). It should have said: Esther clothed
herself in royal garments. Rather, this alludes to the fact that she clothed
herself with a divine spirit of inspiration. It is written here: “And she
clothed herself,” and it is written elsewhere: “And the spirit clothed
Amasai” (I Chronicles 12:19). ...

Rav Nahman said: Malachi the prophet is in fact Mordecai, and why was he
called Malachi? To indicate that he was second to the king [melekh], as
Mordecai was appointed such, as is recorded at the end of the Megilla.
Baruch, the son of Neriah; Seraiah, the son of Mahseiah; Daniel; Mordecai;
Bilshan; Haggai; Zechariah; and Malachi; all prophesied in the second year
of the reign of Darius. The fact that the baraita mentions Mordecai and
Malachi separately indicates that they were two different people. The
Gemara concludes: This is indeed a conclusive refutation....

The verse states: “Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s
chamberlains, whom he had appointed to attend upon her” (Esther 4:5).
Rav said: Hathach is in fact the prophet Daniel. And why was he called
Hathach? Because he was cut down [hatakh] from his greatness. And
Shmuel expounded the name Hathach as derived from hatakh in the
opposite sense, as he said: Daniel was called Hathach because all the
affairs of the kingdom were decided [nehtakhin] by his word.
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2. Yirmiyahu Chapter 7

The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD: ,
Stand at the gate of the House of the LORD, and there proclaim
this word: Hear the word of the LORD, all you of Judah who
enter these gates to worship the LORD! Thus said the LORD
of Hosts, the God of Israel: Mend your ways and your actions,
and I will let you dwell™® in this place. Don’t put your trust in
illusions and say, “The Temple of the LORD, the Temple of the
LORD, the Temple of the LORD are these [buildings].” ...See,
you are relying on illusions that are of no avail. Will you steal | ;
and murder and commit adultery and swear falsely, and
sacrifice to Baal, and follow other gods whom you have not
experienced, and then come and stand before Me in this
House which bears My name and say, “We are safe”?—[Safe]
to do all these abhorrent things! Do you consider this House, |,
which bears My name, to be a den of thieves? As for Me, | have
been watching—declares the LORD.
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3. Yirmiyahu Chapter 38

Shephatiah son of Mattan, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jucal son of
Shelemiah, and Pashhur son of Malchiah heard what Jeremiah
was saying to all the people:

“Thus said the LORD: Whoever remains in this city shall die by
the sword, by famine, and by pestilence; but whoever surrenders
to the Chaldeans shall live; he shall at least gain his life® and shall
live.

Thus said the LORD: This city shall be delivered into the hands of
the king of Babylon’s army, and he shall capture it.”

Then the officials said to the king, “Let that man be put to death,
for he disheartens the soldiers, and all the people who are left in
this city, by speaking such things to them. That man is not
seeking the welfare of this people, but their harm!”

King Zedekiah replied, “He is in your hands; the king cannot
oppose you in anything!” ....King Zedekiah sent for the prophet
Jeremiah, and had him brought to him at the third entrance of the
House of the LORD. And the king said to Jeremiah, “I want to ask
you something; don’t conceal anything from me.”

Jeremiah answered the king, “If I tell you, you’ll surely kill me;
and if I give you advice, you won’t listen to me.”

Thereupon King Zedekiah secretly promised Jeremiah on oath:
“As the LORD lives who has given us this life,® [ will not put you to
death or leave you in the hands of those men who seek your life.”
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Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus said the LORD, the God of
Hosts, the God of Israel: If you surrender to the officers of the
king of Babylon, your life will be spared and this city will not be
burned down. You and your household will live.

But if you do not surrender to the officers of the king of Babylon,
this city will be delivered into the hands of the Chaldeans, who
will burn it down; and you will not escape from them.”

King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “I am worried about the Judeans
who have defected to the Chaldeans; that they [the Chaldeans]
might hand me over to them to abuse me.”

“They will not hand you over;,” Jeremiah replied. “Listen to the
voice of the LORD, to what I tell you, that it may go well with you
and your life be spared.

For this is what the LORD has shown me if you refuse to
surrender: All the women who are left in the palace of the king
of Judah shall be brought out to the officers of the king of
Babylon; and they shall say: The men who were your friends/
Have seduced you and vanquished you. / Now that your feet are
sunk in the mire, They have turned their backs [on you]. / They
will bring out all your wives and children to the Chaldeans, and
you yourself will not escape from them. You will be captured by
the king of Babylon, and this city shall be burned down.”*
Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Don’t let anyone know about this
conversation, or you will die.® If the officials should hear that I
have spoken with you, and they should come and say to you, ‘Tell
us what you said to the king; hide nothing from us, or we’ll kill
you.™ And what did the king say to you?’ say to them, ‘I was
presenting my petition to the king not to send me back to the
house of Jonathan to die there.” All the officials did come to
Jeremiah to question him; and he replied to them just as the king
had instructed him. So they stopped questioning him, for the
conversation had not been overheard. Jeremiah remained in the
prison compound until the day Jerusalem was captured.
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4. Esther Chapter 4




When Hathach came and delivered Mordecai’s message to 22777 2027 DR ,INPRY T30 ;70T ,RIaN Y
Esther...Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther: “Do | 7512 °n70-28 IROR-78 W3 22770 MR 2
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attained to royal position for just such a crisis.” Then Esther
sent back this answer to Mordecai: “Go, assemble all the
Jews who live in Shushan, and fast in my behalf...




