Torah in Motion
Parshat Bo 5784
Yetziat Mitzrayim, the Foundations of Emunah, and the Value of Pidyon Shvuyim
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ll. Universalistic and Particularistic Relationships
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lll. Momentary Creation and Perpetual Engagement
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IV. Abstract Knowledge and Personal Experience
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11) Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Lonely Man of Faith, Chapter VI, footnote 1
The trouble with all rational demonstrations of the existence of God, with which the history of philosophy abounds,
consists in their being exactly what they were meant to be by those who formulated them: abstract logical
demonstrations divorced from the living primal experiences in which these demonstrations are rooted....Does the
loving bride in the embrace of her beloved ask for proof that he is alive and real? Must the prayerfoul soul clinging in
passionate love and ecstasy to her Beloved demonstrate that He exists? So asked Soren Kierkegaard sarcastically
when told that Anselm of Canterbury, the father of the very abstract and complex ontological proof, spent many days
in prayer and supplication that he be presented with rational evidence of the existence of God.
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V. The Ethical Imperative
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21) Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Worship of the Heart, “Reflections on the Amidah,” pg. 158-159
Although the sages of the Halakhah taught that prayer should begin with praise of God, their minds recoiled from the
proliferation of praises and poetry on the part of the person who prays. Only one kind of song to God was allowed, a
song that includes not only the eruption of the totality of the creature’s yearning, but a pure way of life, a religious
ethical imperative....You will not find in the Bible any song that does not culminate in ethical conclusions....Rambam
formulated a wonderful and pertinent teaching. He maintained that the attributes of Divine action whose use is
permitted to man, are all moral principles, imposing upon man an ethical obligation, and compelling him to mend his
ways according to the ethical-halakhic imperative which derives from observing the world. We would not have been
permitted the most sublime praise of the Deity, if this praise did not obligate us to follow in His ways and to imitate
Him.



