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The House of David & Kiddush Levana: Yibum as a Model for Redemption

Ruth 4

(11) All the people at the gate and the elders said, "We are witnesses.
May Hashem make the woman who is coming into your house like
Rachel and like Leah, both of whom built the house of Israel, and may
you prosper in Ephrat and may your name be renowned in Beit Lechem.
(12) May your house be like the house of Peretz whom Tamar bore to
Yehuda, through the offspring that Hashem will give you from this
maiden." (13) Boaz took Rut and she became his wife. He came to her,
and Hashem granted her conception, and she bore a son. (14) The women
said to Naomi, "Blessed is Hashem who did not keep a redeemer from
you. May his name be renowned in Israel. (15) May he be for you one
who revives life, and to support you in old age, for your daughter-in-law
who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons, has born him." (16)
And Naomi took the boy and placed him in her bosom, and she became
his nurse. (17) The neighbors named him, saying, "A son has been born
to Naomi" and they named him Oved; he is the father of Yishai, the father
of David. (18) These are the descendants of Peretz: Peretz fathered
Chetzron. (19) And Chetzron fathered Ram, and Ram fathered
Aminadav. (20) And Aminadav fathered Nachshon, and Nachshon
fathered Slamah. (21) And Salmah fathered Boaz. and Boaz fathered
Oved. (22) And Oved fathered Yishai. and Yishai fathered David.

11 Samuel 7

(12) When your days are fulfilled, and you shall lie with your fathers, |
will set up your seed after you, that shall proceed from your body, and |
will establish his kingdom. (13) He shall build a house for My name, and
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. (14) | will be a father
to him, and he shall be a son to Me; if he commits iniquity, | will chasten
him with the rod of men, and with the strokes of humans. (15) And My
mercy shall not depart from him, as | removed it from Saul, whom 1 put
away before you. (16) And your house and your kingdom shall be made
sure forever before you; your throne shall be established forever." (17)
According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so Nathan
spoke to David.

11 Samuel 12

(14) However, because by this deed you have greatly blasphemed the
enemies of Hashem, also the child that is born to you shall surely die."
... (24) And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife, and went in to her,
and lay with her; and she bore a son, and called his name Solomon. And
Hashem loved him. (25) And He sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet,
and he called his name Jedidiah, for Hashem's sake.

11 Chronicles 3
(5) And these were born to him in Jerusalem: Shimea, and Shobab, and
Nathan, and Solomon, four, of Bath-shua the daughter of Ammiel,

Chronicles Il Chapter 21

(1) And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers
in the city of David; and Jehoram his son reigned in his stead. (2) And he
had brothers, the sons of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah,
and Azariahu, and Michael, and Shephatiah; all these were the sons of
Jehoshaphat king of Israel. (3) And their father gave them great gifts, of
silver, and of gold, and of precious things, with fortified cities in Judah;
but the kingdom he gave to Jehoram, because he was the first-born.
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman

(4) Now when Jehoram had risen up over the kingdom of his father, and
had strengthened himself, he slew all his brothers with the sword, and also
of the princes of Israel. (5) Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he
began to reign; and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. (6) And he walked
in the way of the kings of Israel, as did the house of Ahab; for he had the
daughter of Ahab as a wife; and he did that which was evil in the sight of
Hashem. (7) However Hashem would not destroy the house of David,
because of the covenant that He had made with David, and as He promised
to give a lamp to him and to his children always. (8) In his days Edom
revolted from under the hand of Judah and made a king over themselves.
(9) Then Jehoram passed over with his captains, and all his chariots with
him; and he rose up by night, and smote the Edomites that surrounded
him, and the captains of the chariots. (10) So Edom revolted from under
the hand of Judah to this day. Then Libnah revolted at the same time from
under his hand; because he had forsaken Hashem, the God of his fathers.
(11) Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, and caused
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go astray, and drew Judah away.

(12) And there came a letter to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, "'Thus
says Hashem, the God of David your father, '‘Because you have not walked
in the ways of Jehoshaphat your father, nor in the ways of Asa king of
Judah; (13) but have walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and have
caused Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go astray, as the house
of Ahab went astray; and also have slain your brothers of your father's
house, who were better than yourself; (14) behold, Hashem will smite with
a great plague your people, and your children, and your wives, and all
your substance; (15) and you shall have great sickness by disease of your
bowels, until your bowels fall out by reason of the sickness, day by day.'
(16) And Hashem stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines,
and of the Arabians that are beside the Ethiopians; (17) and they came up
against Judah, and broke into it, and carried away all the substance that
was found in the king's house, and his sons also, and his wives; so that
there was not a son left him, save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons. (18)
And after all this, Hashem smote him in his bowels with an incurable
disease. (19) And it came to pass, that in process of time, at the end of two
years, his bowels fell out by reason of his sickness, and he died with
terrible diseases. And his people made no burning for him, like the burning
of his fathers. (20) He was thirty- two years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years; and he departed joyless; and they
buried him in the city of David, but not in the tombs of the kings.

Chronicles Il Chapter 22

(1) And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah his youngest son king
in his stead; for the band of men that came with the Arabians to the camp
had slain all the older ones. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah
reigned.

(2) Ahaziah was forty-two years old when he began to reign; and he
reigned one year in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Athaliah the
daughter of Omri. (3) He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab;
for his mother was his counselor to do wickedly. (4) And he did that which
was evil in the sight of Hashem, as did the house of Ahab; for they were
his counselors after the death of his father, to his destruction. (5) He
walked also after their counsel, and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab
king of Israel to war against Hazael king of Aram at Ramoth-gilead; and
the Arameans wounded Joram. (6) And he returned to be healed in Jezreel
of the wounds which they had given him at Ramah, when he fought
against Hazael king of Aram. And Azariah the son of Jehoram king of
Judah went down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he
was sick. (7) Now the downfall of Ahaziah was of God, in that he went to
Joram; for when he had come, he went out with Jehoram against Jehu the
son of Nimshi, whom Hashem had anointed to cut off the house of Ahab.
(8) And it came to pass, when Jehu was executing judgment upon the
house of Ahab, that he found the princes of Judah, and the sons of the
brothers of Ahaziah, ministering to Ahaziah, and slew them. (9) And he
sought Ahaziah, and they caught him, now he was hiding in Samaria, and
they brought him to Jehu, and slew him; and they buried him, for they
said, "He is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought Hashem with all his
heart." And there was none of the house of Ahaziah that had power to hold
the kingdom. (10) Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her
son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the royal seed of the house of
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Judah. (11) But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the king, took Joash the son
of Ahaziah, and stole him away from among the king's sons that were
slain, and put him and his nurse in the bed-chamber. So Jehoshabeath, the
daughter of king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest — for she was
the sister of Ahaziah — hid him from Athaliah, so that she did not slay
him. (12) And he was with them hidden in the house of God six years; and
Athaliah reigned over the land.

Chronicles Il Chapter 23

1) And in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and took the
captains of hundreds, Azariah the son of Jeroham, and Ishmael the son of
Jehohanan, and Azariah the son of Obed, and Maaseiah the son of Adaiah,
and Elishaphat the son of Zichri, into covenant with him. (2) And they
went about in Judah, and gathered the Levites out of all the cities of Judah,
and the heads of fathers' houses of Israel, and they came to Jerusalem. (3)
And the entire congregation made a covenant with the king in the house
of God. And he said to them, "Behold, the king's son shall reign, as
Hashem has spoken concerning the sons of David. (4) This is the thing
that you shall do. A third part of you, that come in on the Sabbath, of the
priests and of the Levites, shall be gatekeepers of the doors; (5) and a third
part shall be at the king's house; and a third part at the gate of the
foundation; and all the people shall be in the courts of the house of
Hashem. (6) But let none come into the house of Hashem, save the priests,
and those that minister of the Levites; they shall come in, for they are holy;
but all the people shall keep the charge of Hashem. (7) And the Levites
shall surround the king round about, every man with his weapons in his
hand; and whoever comes into the house, let him be slain; and be you with
the king when he comes in, and when he goes out." (8) So the Levites and
all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded; and
every man took his men, those that were to come in on the Sabbath, with
those that were to go out on the Sabbath; for Jehoiada the priest did not
dismiss the orders. (9) And Jehoiada the priest delivered to the captains of
hundreds the spears, and bucklers, and shields, that had been King
David's, which were in the house of God. (10) And he set all the people,
every man with his weapon in his hand, from the right side of the house
to the left side of the house, along by the altar and the house, by the king
round about. (11) Then they brought out the king's son, and put upon him
the crown and the insignia, and made him king; and Jehoiada and his sons
anointed him; and they said, "Long live the king."

(12) And when Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising
the king, she came to the people into the house of Hashem; (13) and she
looked, and, behold, the king stood on his platform at the entrance, and
the captains and the trumpets by the king; and all the people of the land
rejoiced, and blew with trumpets; the singers also on instruments of music,
and led the singing of praise. Then Athaliah rent her clothes, and said,
"Treason, treason.™

(14) And Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hundreds that
were set over the host, and said to them, "Have her forth between the
ranks; and whoever follows her, let him be slain with the sword"; for the
priest said, "Do not slay her in the house of Hashem." (15) So they made
way for her; and she went to the entry of the horse gate to the king's house;
and they slew her there.

11 Kings 25
(27) And it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of

Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh
day of the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that
he began to reign, raised the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of
prison. (28) And he spoke kindly to him, and he set his throne above the
throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon. (29) And he changed
his prison garments, and ate bread before him continually all the days of
his life. (30) And for his allowance, a continual allowance was given to
him from the king, every day a portion, all the days of his life.
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Vayikra Rabba 19:6

What did Nebuchadnezzar do? He took him and incarcerated him in
prison. Anyone who was incarcerated in his days would never emerge
from there, based on: “Who never released his prisoners homeward”
(Isaiah 14:17). Yehoyakhin was exiled and the Great Sanhedrin was
exiled with him....

At that moment, the Great Sanhedrin convened to deliberate and said: In
our day, the kingdom of the House of David will cease, in whose regard
it is written: “His throne will be as the sun before Me” (Psalms 89:37)...

Psalm 89

(1) Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite. (2) | will sing of the mercies of
Hashem forever; to all generations | will make known Your faithfulness
with my mouth. (3) For I have said, "Forever is mercy built; in the very
heavens You establish Your faithfulness. (4) | have made a covenant
with My chosen one. | have sworn to David My servant:, (5) "Forever
will | establish your seed and | will build up your throne to all
generations." Selah.

(6) So shall the heavens praise Your wonders, Hashem, Your faithfulness
also in the assembly of the holy ones. (7) For who in the skies can be
compared to Hashem? Who among the sons of might can be likened to
Hashem? (8) A God dreaded in the great council of the holy ones, and
feared by all those that are about Him? (9) Hashem God of hosts, Who
is amighty one, like You, Hashem? And Your faithfulness is round about
You. (10) You rule the proud swelling of the sea; when its waves arise,
You still them. (11) You crushed Rahab, as one that is slain. You
scattered Your enemies with the arm of Your strength. (12) The heavens
are yours. Also the earth is yours, the world and all that is in it. You have
founded them. (13) The north and the south, You have created them;
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in Your name. (14) Yours is an arm with
might. Strong is Your hand, and exalted is Your right hand. (15)
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; mercy and
truth go before You. (16) Happy is the people that know the joyful shout.
They walk, Hashem, in the light of Your countenance. (17) In Your name
they rejoice all the day; and through Your righteousness they are exalted.
(18) For You are the glory of their strength; and in Your favor our horn
is exalted. (19) For of Hashem is our shield; and the Holy One of Israel
is our king.

(20) Then You spoke in vision to Your pious ones, and said, "I have
given help to one that is mighty; | have exalted one chosen from the
people.” (21) I have found David My servant. With My holy oil have |
anointed him, (22) with whom My hand shall be established; My arm
also shall strengthen him. (23) The enemy shall not exact from him and
the son of wickedness shall not afflict him. (24) And | will beat to pieces
his adversaries before him, and smite those that hate him. (25) But My
faithfulness and My mercy shall be with him; and through My name shall
his horn be exalted. (26) | will set his hand also on the sea, and his right
hand on the rivers. (27) He shall call to Me, "You are my Father, My
God, and the rock of my salvation.” (28) I also will set him first-born,
the highest of the kings of the earth. (29) Forever | will keep for him My
mercy, and My covenant shall stand fast with him. (30) His seed also
will I make endure forever, and his throne as the days of heaven. (31) If
his children forsake My law and do not walk not in My ordinances; (32)
If they profane My statutes, and do not keep My commandments, (33)
then | will visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with
strokes. (34) But My mercy | will not break off from him, and I will not
be false to My faithfulness. (35) My covenant | will not profane, and |
will not alter that which has gone out of My lips. (36) Once have I sworn
by My holiness; surely I will not be false to David. (37) His seed shall
endure forever, and his throne as the sun before Me. (38) It shall be
established forever as the moon; and be steadfast as the witness in sky.
Selah.

(39) But You have cast off and rejected. You have been angry with Your
anointed. (40) You have abhorred the covenant of Your servant; You
have profaned his crown even to the ground. (41) You have broken down
all his fences; You have brought his strongholds to ruin. (42) All that
pass by the way plunder him; He has become a taunt to his neighbors.
(43) You have exalted the right hand of his adversaries. You have made
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman

all his enemies rejoice. (44) Yes, You turned back the edge of his sword,
and have not made him stand in the battle. (45) You have made his
brightness cease, and have cast his throne down to the ground. (46) The
days of his youth You have shortened; You have covered him with
shame. Selah. (47) How long, Hashem? Will You hide Yourself forever?
How long shall Your wrath burn like fire? (48) O remember how short
my time is; for what vanity have You created all the children of men!
(49) What man is he that lives and shall not see death, that shall deliver
his soul from the power of the grave? Selah. (50) Where are Your former
mercies, Adonai, which You swore to David in Your faithfulness? (51)
Remember, Adonai, the taunt of Your servants. How | do bear in my
bosom the taunt of so many peoples, (52) with which Your enemies have
taunted, Hashem, with which they have taunted the footsteps of Your
anointed.

(53) Blessed is Hashem forever. Amen and Amen.

Ezekiel 37

11) Then He said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house
of Israel. Behold, they say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost;
we are clean cut off.'

(12) Therefore prophesy, and tell them, 'Thus says Adonai Elohim,
'‘Behold, | will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your
graves, My people; and | will bring you into the land of Israel. (13) You
shall know that | am Hashem, when | have opened your graves, and
caused you to come up out of your graves, My people. (14) I will put
My spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own
land, and you shall know that I, Hashem, have spoken it and performed
it,' says Hashem.

Ezekiel 37

15. And the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 16. And you, son of
man, take one stick, and write upon it, For Judah, and for the people of
Israel his companions; then take another stick, and write upon it, For
Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his
companions; 17. And join them one to the other into one stick; and they
shall become one in your hand. 18. And when your people shall speak
to you, saying: Will you not tell us what you mean by these? 19. Say to
them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, | will take the stick of Joseph,
which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his companions,
and will put them with him, with the stick of Judah, and make them one
stick, and they shall be one in my hand. 20. And the sticks on which you
write shall be in your hand before their eyes. 21. And say to them, Thus
says the Lord God:

Behold, | will take the people of Israel from among the nations, where
they have gone,

and will gather them on every side,

and bring them into their own land;

22. (K) And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains
of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all; and they shall be no
more two nations, nor shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more
atall; 23. Nor shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor
with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but |
will save them in all their dwelling places, where they have sinned, and
will cleanse them; so shall they be my people, and | will be their God.
24. And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall
have one shepherd; they shall also follow my judgments, and observe my
statutes, and do them. 25. And they shall dwell in the land that | have
given to Jacob my servant, where your fathers have dwelt; and they shall
dwell in it, they and their children, and their grandchildren forever; and
my servant David shall be their prince forever. 26. And | will make a
covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with
them; and | will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary
in the midst of them for evermore. 27. My tabernacle also shall be with
them; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28. And the
nations shall know that I, the Lord, sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary
shall be in the midst of them for evermore.
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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Talmud R”H 25a

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi once said
to Rabbi Hiyya: Go to a place
called Ein Tav and sanctify the
New Moon there, and send me a
sign that you have sanctified it.
The sign is: David, king of Israel,
lives and endures.
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Kiddush Levana

He said to the moon to renew
itself as a crown of splendor for
those born of the womb, those
who in the future will renew
themselves like it...
Derush Chiddushei
HaLevanah 5:6

David is also described as “alive
and enduring,” for King David’s
nature resembles that of the
moon. Seeing the moon’s
renewal teaches us that David is
still “alive and enduring” like the
moon that can be seen at present,
and he also will be renewed as the
moon is renewed. The process of
renewal is reflected in
Yechezkel’s prophecy of the
future, in which he states, “My
servant David will be king over
them.” Yechezkel then
emphasizes the matter by
repeating, “My servant David
will be prince over them forever.”
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