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Ruth Ch 3:
Redemption & Immorality: Explaining the Inexplicable! (Ch. 3)

Ruth 111

(1) Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her, "Shall | not seek repose
for you, so that it will be well with you? (2) Now, is not Boaz our
relative, with whose maidens you were? Behold, he is winnowing
barley at the threshing floor tonight. (3) Wash, anoint, and put on
your garments, and go down to the threshing floor. But do not make
yourself known to the man until he finishes eating and drinking. (4)
When he lies down, take note of the place where he lies; and you
shall come and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what
you shall do." (5) She said to her, "All that you say to me, | shall do."
(6) She went down to the threshing floor and did all that her mother-
in-law commanded her. (7) Boaz ate and drank, and was in good
spirits; and he went to lie at the edge of the pile of grain. She came
secretly, uncovered his feet, and lay down. (8) In the middle of the
night, the man trembled and twisted around, and behold a woman
was lying at his feet! (9) He said, "Who are you?" And she said, "I
am Rut, your handmaid. May you spread the corner of your garment
over your handmaid, for you are a redeemer." (10) He said, "Blessed
are you to Hashem, my daughter. This last kindness is better than the
first, that you have not gone after the young men, be they poor or
rich. (11) Now, my daughter, do not be afraid. All that you say, |
shall do for you, for all that pass by the gate of my people know that
you are a woman of valor. (12) Now, though it is true that | am a
redeemer, there is a redeemer who is closer than I. (13) Stay the
night, and in the morning, if he will redeem you, good, let him
redeem, but if he does not want to redeem you, as God lives, | will
redeem you. Lie down until the morning." (14) She lay at his feet
until the morning, and she rose before one could recognize his
fellow. He said, "Let it not be known that the woman came to the
threshing floor." (15) He said, "Bring the shawl that is upon you, and
hold it." She held it, and he measured six measures of barley and
placed it upon her. He came to the city. (16) She came to her mother-
in-law. She said, "Who are you, my daughter?" She told her all that
the man had done for her. (17) She said, "He gave me these six
measures of barley, for he said, ‘Do not come empty-handed to your
mother-in-law." (18) She said, "Wait, my daughter, until you know
how the matter will fall, for the man will not rest, but will conclude
the matter today."

Ruth 1V

(1) Boaz went up to the gate and sat there. And, behold, the redeemer
of whom Boaz spoke passed, and he said, "Turn aside; sit here so and
so". And he turned aside and sat. (2) He took ten men from the elders
of the city, and he said, "Sit here", and they sat. (3) He said to the
redeemer, "Naomi, who returned from the fields of Moav, sold the
portion of field that belongs to our brother, to Elimelekh. (4) |
thought I would inform you of it, saying, 'Buy it before those sitting
here and before the leaders of my nation." If you will redeem it,
redeem it, and if he will not redeem it, tell me, that I may know, for
there is none besides you to redeem it, and | come after you." He
said, "1 will redeem it". (5) Boaz said, "On the day you buy the field
from Naomi and from Rut the Moabite, you have bought the wife of
the dead, to establish the name of the deceased on his inheritance. (6)
The redeemer said, "I will not be able to redeem, lest I destroy my
inheritance. You take my redemption rights for yourself, for I will
not be able to redeem it." (7) This was the custom in earlier times in
Israel regarding the redemption and the exchange: to establish any
matter, one would take off his shoe and give it to the other; and this
was the manner of ratification in Israel. (8) The redeemer said to
Boaz, "Buy it for yourself", and he took off his shoe. (9) Boaz said
to the elders and all of the people, "You are witnesses today that |
have bought all that belonged to Elimelekh and all that belonged to
Kilyon and Machlon from the hand of Naomi. (10) And also, Rut the
Moabite, wife of Machlon, | have bought for myself as a wife, to
establish the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the
name of the deceased shall not be cut off from his brothers and from
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman

the gate of his place. You are witnesses today." (11) All the people
at the gate and the elders said, "We are witnesses. May Hashem make
the woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and like Leah,
both of whom built the house of Israel, and may you prosper in
Ephrat and may your name be renowned in Beit Lechem. (12) May
your house be like the house of Peretz whom Tamar bore to Yehuda,
through the offspring that Hashem will give you from this maiden."
(13) Boaz took Rut and she became his wife. He came to her, and
Hashem granted her conception, and she bore a son. (14) The women
said to Naomi, "Blessed is Hashem who did not keep a redeemer
from you. May his name be renowned in Israel. (15) May he be for
you one who revives life, and to support you in old age, for your
daughter-in-law who loves you, who is better to you than seven sons,
has born him." (16) And Naomi took the boy and placed him in her
bosom, and she became his nurse. (17) The neighbors named him,
saying, "A son has been born to Naomi" and they named him Oved;
he is the father of Yishai, the father of David.

(18) These are the descendants of Peretz: Peretz fathered Chetzron.
(19) And Chetzron fathered Ram, and Ram fathered Aminadav. (20)
And Aminadav fathered Nachshon, and Nachshon fathered Slamah.
(21) And Salmah fathered Boaz. and Boaz fathered Oved. (22) And
Oved fathered Yishai. and Yishai fathered David.

Sanhedrin 19b

‘Joseph's strong temptation was but a petty trial to Boaz,” as it is
written, And it came to pass at mid-night and the man was startled,
‘wa - yillafeth’. What is the meaning of ,wa - yillafeth?, - Rab said:
His flesh became [as hard] as turnip heads.

Rashi ibid

"As turnip heads - became hardened, and nevertheless he was able
to control his desires, despite the fact that she was unmarried, and
with him in the same bed. But by Joseph - she was married, and not
in the same bed with him."

Ruth Rabbah 6

AND TURNED HIMSELF. She clung to him! like ivy, and he
began to finger her hair. ' Spirits have no hair,” he thought, so he
said, “‘WHO ART THOU? (ib. 9), a woman or a spirit? ' She
answered, ' A woman.” ' A maiden or a married woman? ' She
answered, ' A maiden.’ ' Art thou clean or unclean?’2 She answered,
‘Clean.” AND BEHOLD A WOMAN, purest of women, LAY AT
HIS FEET (ib. 8), AND HE SAID: WHO ART THOU? AND SHE
ANSWERED: | AM RUTH THY HANDMAID.

R. Berekiah said: Cursed be the wicked! Elsewhere? it is said, She
caught him by his garment, saying: Lie with me (Gen. XXXIX, 12),
but here, she said, SPREAD THEREFORE THY SKIRT OVER
THY HANDMAID.

Breishit Rabbah 85

“It was at that time” — Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahman began: “For I
have known the thoughts” (Jeremiah 29:11) — the tribes were
engaged in the sale of Joseph, Joseph was engaged in his sackcloth
and his fasting, Reuben was engaged in his sackcloth and his
fasting, Jacob was engaged in his sackcloth and his fasting, Judah
was engaged in taking a wife for himself, and the Holy One blessed
be He was engaged in creating the light of the messianic king:
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Ramban, Gen. 38:8

And marry her, as brother-in-law, and raise seed to thy brother
(Gen. 38:8) - The subject is indeed one of great secrets of the Torah,
concerning reproduction, and it is evident to those observers who
have eyes to see and ears to hear (Deut. 29:3). the ancient wise
men who were prior to the Torah knew of the great benefit in
marrying a childless dead brother's wife, and that it was proper for
the brother to take precedence in the matter, and upon his failure to
do so, his next of kin would come after him, for any kinsman who
was related to him, who would inherit his legacy, would derive a
benefit from such a marriage. And it was customary for the dead
man's wife to be wed by the brother or father or the next of kin in
the family...

Now it was a matter of great cruelty when a brother did not want to
marry his dead brother's wife, and they would call it the house of
him that had his shoe loosed (Deut. 25:10)... Now the ancient wise
men of Israel, having knowledge of this important matter,
established it as a custom to be practiced among all those inheriting
the legacy, providing there is no prohibition against the marriage,
and they called it Ge'ulah (Redemption) (Ruth 4:7). This was the
the matter concerning Boaz, and the meaning of the words of Naomi
and the women neighbors. (see Ruth 4:17). The one of insight will
understand

Devarim 25

(5) If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son,
the wife of the dead shall not be married outside to a stranger. Her
husband's brother shall go in to her, and take her to him as a wife,
and perform the duty of a husband's brother to her. (6) It shall be
that the firstborn whom she bears shall be established in the name
of his brother who is dead, that his name not be blotted out of Israel.
(7) If the man doesn't want to take his brother's wife, then his
brother's wife shall go up to the gate to the elders, and say, "My
husband's brother refuses to establish for his brother a name in
Israel; he is not willing to perform the duty of a husband's brother
to me." (8) Then the elders of his city shall call him, and speak to
him, and if he stands and says, "I don't want to take her"; (9) then
his brother's wife shall come to him in the presence of the elders,
and take off his shoe from his foot, and spit in his face; and she shall
answer and say, "So shall it be done to the man who does not build
up his brother's house." (10) His name shall be called in Israel, "The
house of him who has his shoe removed.'
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Yirmiyahu 31
19. Is Ephraim my dear son? Is he a darling child? For whenever |

speak of him, | earnestly remember him still; therefore my inward
parts are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, says
the Lord. 20. Set up road marks for yourself, make signposts; set
your heart towards the road, the way on which you go; turn back, O
maiden of Israel, turn back to these your cities. 21. How long will
you go about, O you faithless daughter? for the Lord has created
a new thing in the earth: A woman shall court a man. 22. Thus
says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; Again they shall use these
words in the land of Judah and in its cities, when | shall bring back
their captivity; The Lord bless you, O habitation of justice, and
mountain of holiness. 23. And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and
in all its cities together, farmers, and those who go forth with flocks.
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Nidah 31b

R. Dostai son of R. Jannai was asked by his disciples: Why does a
man go in search of a woman and no woman goes in search of a
man? This is analogous to the case of a man who lost something.
Who goes in search of what? He who lost the thing goes in search
of what he lost.
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Yechezkel 37

11. Then he said to me, son of man, these bones are the whole house
of Israel; behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost;
we are clean cut off. 12. Therefore prophesy and say to them, Thus
says the Lord God: Behold, O my people, | will open your graves,
and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the
land of Israel. 13. And you shall know that | am the Lord, when |
have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up from
your graves, 14. And | shall put my spirit in you, and you shall live,
and | shall place you in your own land; then shall you know that I,
the Lord, have spoken it, and performed it, says the Lord.
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