Rosh Hashanah and the Warping of Time: Part 3
Teshuva and the Nature and Power of Our Naaratives about the Past

1. Deuteronomy Chapter 7: 25 and Chapter 25: 13-16
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Mishna Sanhedrin 4:3
And these people may not function as judges or witnesses: dice players, usurers,
pigeon trainers and Sabbatical traders
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Talmud: Sanhedrin 25b

Dice players include those who play with checkers and not only with checkers but
even with nut shells or pomegranate peels. And when is their repentance? (When can
they be reinstated?) When they break up their checkers and undergo a complete
reformation, so much so that they do not even play as a pastime (ie not for money)
Usurers: this includes both lender and borrower? And when is their repentance?
When they tear up their bills and undergo a complete reformation and do not lend
money on interest even to a Gentile.

Pigeon trainers are those who race pigeons or any other animals or birds. And when
is their repentance? When they break up their pegmas and undergo a complete
reformation and do not continue their practice even in the desert.

Sabbatical traders are those who trade in the produce of the Sabbatical year. And
when is their repentance? When they desist in another Sabbatical year....they also
must declare: I... have amassed this sum by trading in Sabbatical produce and it is
made over as a gift to the poor.
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They recounted, Rahab was ten years old when the Israelites left Egypt, and she
played the harlot the whole of the forty years, that they spent in the wilderness. At the
age of 50 she became a proselyte. Said she: Lord of the Universe, with three things I
have sinned; with three things forgive me, the rope, the window and the wall...
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Talmud: Yoma 86b

Resh Lakish said: Great is repentance, for because of it premeditated sins are
accounted as errors, as it is said: Return Oh Israel, unto the Lord, thy God, for you
have stumbled in your iniquity. (Hosea 14:2). Iniquity is premeditated and yet hecalls
it "stumbling".

Is that so? But Resh Lakish said: Great is repentance for premeditated sins are
accounted as though they were merits, as it is said: and when the wicked turns from
his wickedness and does what is lawful and right, he shall live thereby (Ezekiel
33:19). That is no contradiction: One refers to a case of repentance out of love and the
other to one from fear.



