Purity: Option or Obligation?

Between Shemini and Tazria-Metzora

Shemini Impurity through contact: sheretz (dead crawling creatures),
neveila (Dead beasts, livestock, or birds)
Mitzvah of Mikvah

Tazria-Metzora Bodily Impurity: Yoledes (woman who gives birth), Metzora

(leprosy-like skin affliction), Zav (abnormal male discharge), Ba’al
Keri (seminal emission), Nidah, Zavah (abnormal female discharge)
Mitzvos for Yoledes, Metzora, Zav, and Zavah to bring respective
sacrifices
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Vayikra 11:8- From their flesh you shall not eat and their carcasses you shall not touch. They are impure
to you.
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Vayikra 11:43-44- Do not defile yourselves with all the creeping crawlers, and you shall not incur
impurity through them and thereby become impure. For | am Hashem you G-d, and you shall sanctify
yourselves and be holy for | am holy, and you shall not defile yourselves with all the crawlers who
creep on the land. For | am Hashem who took you out of the land of Egypt to be your G-d, and you
shall be holy for | am holy.
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Gemara Bava Metzia 61b: G-d says: If | had only taken the Jews out of Egypt for this one thing that
they don’t defile themselves with crawling critters, that would be enough...
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Gemara Rosh Hashana (16b): And their carcasses you shall not touch- Perhaps Israel is prohibited from
touching animal carcasses? The Torah teaches, “Say unto the Kohanim the sons of Aaron”, the sons
of Aaron are prohibited, the sons of Israel are not prohibited...So what is taught by “And their
carcasses you shall not touch”? [This refers to] On the pilgrimage festival.
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Rashi Yoma (80b): And you shall not be defiled by them-...this refers to eating...for the children of
Israel are not prohibited from becoming impure...

WAN PR DT RN ANV IR MIPN NI NAVIV MINY (MPRI 1YV -0 Y™M) PN N LT
93 HY VW RNV Y 217N POVY...NINON PRI DTV YD DR DN PR /DY 1INR RINL.MRMO
9007 TRY DDA 19202 ROR AT19 0HYWY RY NN INRNIVN I7VNY IRV N 1. 09IR)...DND

Rambam Book of Mitzvos (109): He has commanded us that we shall immerse in the waters of Mikveh
and thereby be purified...And the intention is not...that every impure person is obligated to purify
himself in any case...but rather...that one who desires to become purified from his impurity, this can
only be accomplished through immersion in water and then he shall be purified.
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Rambam Laws of Impurity of Foods (16:8): All that is written in the Torah...from the laws of
impurity...is only regarding the Temple and its holy things and priestly tithes and the second tithe...
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Sefer Hachinuch (175): Nonetheless, this is not the way of the pious and men of deed to remain
mired in their impurity. For impurity is repulsive and purity is loved, and one’s soul is raised and
cleansed through purity

Tazria-Metzora: Obligatory Purity?
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Rambam Book of Mitzvos (74): He has commanded us that every zav should bring a sacrifice when he
is cured from his z/vah...and he is “missing atonement” until he brings it...
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The Mystery of the Mekhusarei Kaparah
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Mishnah Kerisus (8b): There are four “mekhusarei kapara...the zay, the zavah, the woman who gave
birth, and the metzora. Rabbi Elizer ben Yaakov says, a convert is mekhusar kipurim until the blood is
sprinkled upon him, and a Nazirite for his wine, hair cutting, and impurity.
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Gemara ibid. And the first Tana, why did he not list the convert? We are only listing things that come
to permit the consumption of sacrifices; a convert brings a sacrifice to prepare himself to enter the
community. And why is Nazir not listed? Ultimately a Nazir also just brings a sacrifice to permit himself
in mundane wine. And R. Eliezer who lists Nazir...why not list also the impure Nazir? He brings his
sacrifice to bring upon himself the Nezirus of purity...
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Rambam Book of Mitzvos (77): If one were to say, why don’t you count all mekhusarei kapara as one
mitzva since they are one unified idea, which is “the deficiency of atonement” and then this would be
one of the methods of purification, and we should have said, this mitzva is that the purification of
certain people shall not be completed until they bring a korban. Like you count purification in a mikveh
as one mitzva which all impure people are commanded in...
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Symbolic Speculations
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