Preparing for Shemitta or Expanding Its Holiness?
Jonathan Ziring

T-2IN 'O MYN UK .1

79 ¥ UMD i MY K MR K'Y 120 NIRYA YR YN RINT [0 UTR Y 7inn '9'0inTi
N'YRIY 7¢ YR NYRYY 01230 NWRY 1Y 7Y NN KR AT K7 9T 0K 12 DY Ny
27 NIXA KDY INIYD YR RY DY Y7 R THUY UMD NN 0IR YRYNY! 10 DYy iRYing Ry

TINYA NYYN2 7id! NYYN2 DY'NIYI NX DNIY] RINTA A7 Ki?9) A7 XIn UTp 7y 7inn |'9'0in 7RYnY!
'9'0inYy TA7N D' TIVaN MYNAT 7'0NN TX'D Ki) NYYNQ Mi7 TR WnNnwn 7id! 17Y2 'R 27Y2 i
NIN2AY D90 DI K7X 7 'K 20 TY 20YN Ni7 TN 'M iNR'YA N0t KN 7 'R UTR 7y 7inn
7inn '9'0in NIAY 2 W'Y Din 72 T¥' N DINAY INI7 TNTA 0 DAL 0! INAYN N7 TR '
UTR 7y

Rosh Hashanah 9a:2-7

§ Apropos of the discussion of extending the Jubilee year, the Gemara asks: From where do
we derive the principle that one extends a sanctified time period by adding from the profane
to the sacred at both ends? As it is taught in a baraita: The verse states: “In plowing and in
harvest you shall rest” (Exodus 34:21). Rabbi Akiva says: It is unnecessary to state this
about plowing and harvesting during the Sabbatical Year, as it is already stated: “But in
the seventh year shall be a Shabbat of solemn rest for the land, a Shabbat for the Lord; you
shall neither sow your field, nor prune your vineyard” (Leviticus 25:4). Rather, the verse: “In
plowing and in harvest you shall rest,” is referring to plowing in the year preceding the
Sabbatical Year going into the Sabbatical Year, i.e., plowing in the sixth year that will benefit
the crops growing in the Sabbatical Year, and about harvesting of the Sabbatical Year going
into the year that follows the Sabbatical Year, i.e., harvesting grain that grew in the
Sabbatical Year in the eighth year. This teaches that there is a requirement to add extra time to
the sanctity of the Sabbatical Year, and not work the land both before and after. The baraita
continues: Rabbi Yishmael says that the verse: “In plowing and in harvest you shall rest,” is
not referring to the prohibition against farming the land before and after the Sabbatical Year as
Rabbi Akiva explains. He explains that the reason that the verse mentions these two particular
forms of labor is to teach that just as the type of plowing that is prohibited during the
Sabbatical Year is an otherwise voluntary act, as plowing is never required by the Torah, so
too, the harvesting that is prohibited during that year is only voluntary harvesting. This
comes to exclude the harvesting of the omer from the prohibition, as it is a mitzva. The
barley for the omer must be harvested on the sixteenth of Nisan. Consequently, it is permitted
to harvest the omer even during the Sabbatical Year. The Gemara asks: If so, from where
does Rabbi Yishmael derive this principle that one extends a sacred time period by adding
from the profane to the sacred both before and after? The Gemara answers: He derives it
from that which is taught in a baraita: The verse states, in reference to Yom Kippur: “And
you shall afflict your souls on the ninth of the month in the evening” (Leviticus 23:32). One
might have thought that one must begin to fast the entire day on the ninth of the month.
Therefore, the verse states: “In the evening.” But if it is so that Yom Kippur begins in the
evening, one might have thought that one need only begin to fast from when it is dark, after
nightfall, when the tenth day of the month begins. Therefore, the verse states: “On the
ninth.” How so; how is this to be accomplished? One begins to fast on the ninth of the
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month while it is still day. This teaches that one extends a sacred time period by adding at
the beginning from the profane to the sacred. From here | have derived only that this
addition is made at the beginning of Yom Kippur. But from where do | derive that a similar
addition is made at the end of Yom Kippur? The verse states: “From evening to evening
shall you rest on your Shabbat” (Leviticus 23:32), which teaches that just as Yom Kippur is
extended at the beginning, so too, it is extended at the end. From here | have derived only
that an extension is added to Yom Kippur. From where is it derived that one must also extend
Shabbat? The verse states: “You shall rest [tishbetu],” which is referring to Yom Kippur but
alludes to Shabbat. From where do | know that the same applies to Festivals? The verse
states: “Your Shabbat [shabbatkhem],” your day of rest. How so? Wherever there is a
mitzva of resting, be it Shabbat or a Festival, one adds from the profane to the sacred,
extending the sacred time at both ends.
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Moed Katan 3b-4a

Are these prohibitions of plowing before the Sabbatical Year really halakhot transmitted to
Moses from Sinai? They are actually prohibitions based on explicit verses. As we learned in
a baraita with regard to the verse “In plowing and in reaping you shall rest” (Exodus 34:21)
that Rabbi Akiva says: It is unnecessary for the verse to speak about plowing and reaping
during the Sabbatical Year, as it was already stated: “But in the seventh year shall be a
sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a sabbath for the Lord; your field you shall not sow, and
your vineyard you shall not prune” (Leviticus 25:4). This teaches that during the seventh
year all agricultural labor is prohibited. Rather, the verse comes to prohibit plowing on the
eve of the Sabbatical Year that entered into the Sabbatical Year, i.e., plowing in the sixth
year that will benefit crops growing in the seventh year, and reaping the crops of the
Sabbatical Year that continued into the conclusion of the Sabbatical Year, i.e., reaping
seventh-year produce that continued to grow into the eighth year. Rabbi Yishmael says that
this verse is to be understood as referring to Shabbat and not to the Sabbatical Year, in
accordance with the straightforward meaning of the verse. It teaches as follows: Just as only
optional plowing is prohibited on Shabbat, as there is no instance where plowing fulfills a
biblical mitzva, so too, only optional reaping is prohibited, to the exclusion of the reaping
of the omer offering, which is a mitzva, and consequently permitted on Shabbat.
Nonetheless, the first opinion cited in the baraita, that of Rabbi Akiva, holds that the prohibition
against plowing on the eve of the Sabbatical Year is derived from an explicit verse. Rather,
Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak said: When we learned this as a halakha transmitted to Moses
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from Sinai, it was to permit plowing in the case of young saplings until Rosh HaShana. In
contrast, the verses that were cited come to prohibit plowing in the case of mature and
well-rooted trees thirty days before Rosh HaShana of the Sabbatical Year. The Gemara asks:
But since the halakha transmitted to Moses from Sinai comes to permit plowing in the case
of young saplings until Rosh HaShana, does it not automatically follow that in the case of
mature trees, plowing is prohibited before Rosh HaShana? Therefore, not only the
allowance, but the prohibition as well was learned by tradition as a halakha transmitted to
Moses from Sinai, and not from the verses. Rather, the halakha transmitted to Moses from
Sinai is the basis of the prohibition against plowing on the eve of the Sabbatical Year
according to the opinion of Rabbi Yishmael, who interprets the verse as referring to Shabbat,
and not to the Sabbatical Year, whereas the verses are the basis of the prohibition according
to the opinion of Rabbi Akiva. The Gemara previously cited Rabbi Yitzhak, who explained
how Rabban Gamliel’s court nullified the extension to the prohibition against plowing before
the Sabbatical Year that had been enacted by Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel. The Gemara now
cites another opinion, which holds that Rabban Gamliel's court abolished the prohibition
against plowing before the Sabbatical Year entirely. And Rabbi Yohanan said that Rabban
Gamliel and his court nullified the restrictions on working the land on the eve of the
Sabbatical Year based on a source written in the Torah. What is the reason? He derives it
by means of a verbal analogy between the word Shabbat stated with regard to the Sabbatical
Year in the verse: “But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for the land”
(Leviticus 25:4), and the word Shabbat stated with regard to the weekly Shabbat, which
commemorates the Shabbat of Creation. Just as there, on Shabbat itself it is prohibited to
perform labor, but before and after Shabbat it is permitted, so too here, in the case of the
Sabbatical Year, during the Sabbatical Year itself it is prohibited to perform labor, but before
and after the Sabbatical Year it is permitted. Rav Ashi strongly objects to this: If Rabban
Gamliel and his court nullified the restrictions based on a verbal analogy, then according to the
one who said that the prohibition against plowing thirty days before Rosh HaShana of the
Sabbatical Year is a halakha that was transmitted to Moses from Sinai, can a verbal analogy
come and uproot a halakha that was transmitted to Moses from Sinai? And similarly,
according to the one who said that the prohibition against plowing is derived from a verse,
can a verbal analogy come and uproot a verse? Rather, Rav Ashi said: Rabban Gamliel
and his court held in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yishmael, who said that they
learned this prohibition as a halakha transmitted to Moses from Sinai. But they learned this
halakha only with regard to the time period when the Temple is standing. This is evidenced
by the fact that it is similar to the other halakha stated along with it, that of the water libation,
which was part of the service in the Temple. But when the Temple is not standing this
halakha does not apply, and therefore Rabban Gamliel and his court nullified the prohibition
after the destruction of the Temple.
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e Does this imply that the prohibition of Shemitta is on the land rather than the person?
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