
“The purpose of this volume, then, is to examine these 
developments and the contest within American Orthodoxy at 

the beginning of the new century. In particular, I seek to 
understand what was thought once to be the type of Jewish life 

and practice most ill-suited to and at odds with America—
Haredi Orthodoxy—has managed to secure itself here and how 

the trend of Orthodoxy once believed to be best fitted to 
survive here—modern Orthodoxy—now finds itself losing the 
ideological battle for survival. Frum is giving way to frummer.”

-- Samuel C. Heilman, Sliding to the Right: The Contest for the Future 
of American Jewish Orthodoxy (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006), 13



“Our hypothesis is that American Orthodox 
Jewry is much more heterogeneous than the 

above-cited observers perceived, that the 
modern Orthodox sector, in particular, is 

neither of one stripe nor has it 
overwhelmingly ‘haredized’ and, indeed, 

there have been some developments 
indicating significant ritualistic departure not 
only from haredi norms and values but from 

traditional Jewish religious behavior as well.”

-- Yehuda Turetsky and Chaim I. Waxman, 
“Sliding to the Left? Contemporary American Modern 

Orthodox,” 
Modern Judaism 31 (May 2011): 120



“On the Lower East Side, 40 or 50 years ago, Passover 
preparations started months before the holiday. Beginning 
about Chanukah, when my mother went shopping for chickens 
for “Shabbos,” she bought only chickens with a lot of fat, 
because now was the time to start saving “Schmaltz for 
Pesach.” And who could have too much “Schmaltz for 
Pesach?” You need it for the “Chremslach,” for the potato 
“Latkes,” for “Matzo-Brei” and even just to put on a slice of 
Matzo with a little bit of salt. You needed “Schmaltz” because 
Pesach was a “Fleishig Yomtov.” Don’t forget this was in the 
days before “Nyafat” and the Rokeach family was only making 
kosher soap for washing dishes. There were no “Heshgochos” 
for canned foods. Chocolate candy was “Avada Chomitz” and 
even butter was “better not,” according to my father. So there 
was very little you could have with matzo except the 
schmaltz.”

-- Sidney Roth, “Reminiscence of Passover as Celebrated 
on the Lower East Side of New York,” SC-10468, AJA. 



“The better grades of refined 
peanut oil are used in certain 
salad-oil blends, for which it is 
considered to have a superior 
value. A white form of refined 
peanut oil enjoys much 
popularity among the Jewish 
trade in several eastern cities.
Several peanut oil and olive oil 
blends are packed in tins with 
labels written in the Italian 
language in order to appeal to 
Italian trade.” 

-- Harold J. Clay, Marketing 
Peanuts and Peanut Products 
(Washington, D.C.: US 
Department of Agriculture, 
1941), 97.



 א:גנת ח"וא ,ךורע ןחלוש
זרואבאללבאםיטחהלחתכלחקילגהנמהו...הצמתבוחידיםהבםיאצוישםירבדולא
גהנמהו:הגה.לישבתםהמתושעלרתומוץומיחידילםיאבםניאםגו,תוינטקינימראשו
.לישבתהךותולפנםאדבעידבםירסואןיאדטושפוהימ.תונשלןיאו,רימחהלזנכשאב

The following fulfil the obligation of matzah … the custom is to use wheat but
certainly not with rice or any form of legume; although these do not develop into
chametz and are permitted for regular Passover foods and dishes. Rama: The
custom among the Ashkenaz is to be stringent and not to deviate. However, it is
obvious that on the occasions that these foods fall into a mixture it does not
render the food forbidden on Passover.

א"יסקחציראבת"וש,רוטקפסןנחלאקחציברה
אלדיריימדרמולשי,םירוסאתוינטקהןמםישענהםינמשהםגדםשח"ואבראובמדאהו
רוסאאההזלכםעחספבוררבדףאו,חספבםינמשהםתואושעדואלוספובורקמםתואוררב
רועינדשבייוהולוספובורקמלטבתנאלדחספבברעתנוםררבלרשפאיאדםעטהתמחמ
ונלןיאל"נכלוספובורקמלטבתנדש"ייהתיישעלעתוינטקבןכןיאשמ,ל"נכחספב
.ל"נכללכרימחהל

It is clear from the Shulhan Arukh that kitniyot oils are also forbidden. This is so
because these were not separated from forbidden items or because they were
produced on Passover. Even if these oil products were separated on Passover they
would still be forbidden for the reason that it is impossible to separate them …
This is not so for legumes that are used to produce schnapps that are totally
removed and insignificant with regard to forbidden items. I think, therefore, that
we need not rule stringently.



)ז"ישת(6:)טלשת(יהרותהםע,"םינושםינינעבתוכלהיקספ",ןיקנעהוהילאףסויברה
םדוקםוכילשהוןגדהינימתאתוינטקהמוררבוחספםשלהנוכבושענשתוינטקלשןמשןינעב
םניאש)סעקשאטסיפואסנאטיפ(המדאיזוגאבטרפבו...קחציראבלעבןרמהזבלקימ'ישעה
.רימחהלןיאשיאדותפאלו,לישבתםהמםישועןיא,ןגדלםתרוצבםימוד

On the matter of kitniyot oil that are produced for Passover and are
separated from forbidden grains and are boiled before the fact: [Rabbi
Yitzhak Elchanan Spektor] ruled leniently … Specifically, peanuts that are in
no way similar to grains and are not used to produce similar kinds of food
products, nor bread, there is no basis to be stringent.

די :)ה"צרת רדא( ח סדרפה ,"סטאניפ לש ןמש" ,סדרפ לאומש ברה
ןכםגתוינטקמהשענהןמשיכ,ריתהליתבשהוחספלרשכםאס'טאניפמהשענהןמשהלעיתלאשנ
והזו,תוינטקתריזגםהבןיאס'טאניפינימטרפבו,חספבולכאלםיריתמל"זםילודגםינואגהברהשי

םהבשישםינימבקרתוינטקתריזגלכו,)ךאלסינעשיזעניכ(םיעדמירפסבאקרנהןטקזוגאןימ
,הרדקהשעמםניאו,ןגדלןוימדםושםהבןיאשולאבאלוןחודוזרואוםישדעוםילופומכםיחמק
.הליכאלןימשמושןמש...ריתהלוגהנןילופתנידמבתורייעהברהבו

I was asked whether peanut oil is kosher for Passover and I answered that it
is permitted. On the matter of kitniyot oils, there were many brilliant scholars
who permitted consumption of these on Passover. Specifically with regard to
peanuts, these were never included in the ban on kitniyot. Scientists have
identified these as “Chinese” nuts. The whole ban on kitniyot applies only to
those that produce a flour like beans, lentils, rice and millet—not those that
cannot resemble grain and cannot become a baked good. Moreover, there
are many communities in Poland that permit consumption of sesame oil.









)ו"כשת(גס:גח"ואהשמתורגאת"וש,ןייטשנייפהשמברה
םעטבהמתה"רתכוחספבםתואולכאתומוקמהברהבשיתבתכשטאניפהרבדבהנה
ראשכתודשבןיערזנשעמשםגוחמקםגםוקמהזיאבונממןישועשעמששםושמרבדה
ורסאנחמקםהמןישועהםירבדהלכש,ללכןינעהזןיאשה"רתכעדילבא,תוינטק
םגאלאוזהנידמבקראלהמדאיחופתכחמקונממןישועהרבדךלןיאד,הזגהנממ
ןתישךיישןכלו...הזרוסאלושחאלםלועמוםימדוקהתורודבםגווניתומוקמבפארויב
רשכהםינתונשיתיארןכו.רוסיאהזבוגהנאלשולאולכאיוץמחםשברעתנאלשרשכה
.אמעטיאהמליואטאניפלע

I have written recurrently on the subject of peanuts. I am puzzled by
the reasoning that I have heard: namely, that in some locations they are
used to produce flour. I have also heard [the reason] that [peanuts]
grow in fields like other kitniyot. We know, though, that this is not the
case. Not all items—such as potatoes—that can be developed into flour
are forbidden. It is not just the custom in this country; this is also the
situation in Europe and in earlier Jewish communities. In all of these
places, Jews were unconcerned about forbidding this … Therefore, it is
fitting that one provides kosher certification to those oils that are not
mixed with chametz—and one may eat them since we do not observe a
custom of stringency. For this reason, actually, I see that there is
certification authorizing peanut oil.



ו"צק:)ג"ערתןסינ(ב"כתויפלתלת,"ארוסיאמישורפאל"
אפילבוטםויהיננחיבר[ל"צזטעגיסק"קדבאט"ויתשודקלעבק"הגה
בטיהקדההריקחהירחאולעדותנשלודגהתבשבםיברבשרדש]םיובלטייט
םלכאלרוסאו...המדאהירפארובןתכרבושממעקרקילודיגםהל"נהםיזוגאש
.תוינטקראשםילכואןיאשומכחספב

The genius, Rabbi Chanania Yom Tov Lipa Teitelbaum, once delivered a
Shabbat Ha-Gadol sermon after it became known to him and after
meticulous research was conducted that these nuts [peanuts] grew
from the ground and warranted the corresponding blessing … and are
therefore forbidden to eat on Passover like all other forms of kitniyot.

ח"י'מע,לאויירבדפ"עחספלשהדגה'ב,םיובלטייטאדוילאיתוקייברה
רקיעבםיחרפיניערגמחספלןמשתושעלםארבדלעו'וכוינעיגהרקיהובתכמ
ןפריתהלהחוניתעדןיאתאזלכבלבאללכתוינטקןימםניאיכומעןידהרבדה
רוסאהזותוינטקמיושעהןמשותיזןמש'ינמשהלכולכאיותחשמירשד"בורמאי
.הליכאב

Your important letter has reached me … On the matter of whether one
can produce oil from flower seeds on Passover it is clear that these are
not kitniyot at all. However, I do not feel this to be appropriate to
permit in case people will think that the courts have permitted all forms
of oil like olive oil that are derived from kitniyot which is forbidden to
consume on Passover.



א"כ'מע,חספהגחתוכלהלעתוכלהיטוקלסרטנוק,הטארלאקזחיברה
ךעלסינרענאקירעמאןירוקשםיזוגאהשאמלעדימופבאלגרמהנה
איבהליוארו...חספבםלכאלרוסאותוינטקתריזגללכבםה)סטאניפ(
)בכק:אח"וא,ס"תח(ונושלהזובתכשרפוסםתחהשודקהןרמירבדןאכ
אלורימחהלץמואףיסוהלשיו...םיגייסוםירדגףיסוהלונילעאברדא
םינשתואמהמכהבונדמעו,ובדומעלםילכוירוביצהשןויכו.לקהל
.’ירתבאהנענהמימתידימתיןנאןכשלכו.ק"לכעריתהליתיתיכיהמ

It is well-known that peanuts are included within the
ban on kitniyot and are therefore forbidden to eat on
Passover … It is fitting to raise the holy sentiments of the
Hatam Sofer who wrote the following: “To the contrary,
we need to establish fences and borders … we must with
courage be stringent and not lenient. Since our
community is able to overcome this and because we
have persisted for centuries, on what grounds do we
have to permit this?” All the more so, in our time, in
which we are terribly “orphaned,” what can we say in
response?!



“Concerning the question of whether liquids (e.g. 
corn syrup) and other derivatives of kitnyos are 
included in the gezerah of kitniyos and whether 
peanuts [and peanut oil] are considered as kitniyos, 
there are various opinions among the Poskim. One 
should conduct himself according to his minhag. If 
one is uncertain of his minhag, a Rav should be 
consulted.”

-- Rabbi Shimon D. Eider, A Summary of Halachos of 
Pesach (Lakewood, 1977), 14 
-------------------
“Please Read this important Notice: There are 
Rabbis who permit the use of oils and syrups that 
are derived from kitniyos (legumes) such as soya 
and corn oil, lecithin (soya derivative), and corn 
syrup. On the other hand, there are other Rabbis 
who are more stringent concerning this and do not 
allow the use of these products on Pesach.” 

-- Rabbi Avrohom Blumenkrantz, The Laws of 
Pesach: A Digest (Far Rockaway: A. Blumenkrantz, 
1981), 16



חפ:אליעוהלדמלמת"וש,ןמפוהיבצדודברה
תמאבו.תוינטקתריזגינפמחספבםילשוריבםילכואןיא)םינטוב(סונדרעןירוקשירפהםגשילדגוההנהו
...טכורפנעזליהקינאטאבהתמכחבןכםגארקנועקרקהתחתטיברשבלדגןכשתינטקןימאוההזירפ
ימעומיכסיםאןמשהריתהלהטונינאןכלערשא,הלאכתוריפלעהיהאלקפסילבתוינטקתוריזגרקיעו
ה"רשה"ומןקזהרוהרבכיכהזלעףיסוהלשיו.תעכךיראהליאנפילןיאוןעזאפדברהוגרובמאהדברה
אלרוסיאלתוצראראשבוי"אבגהנמהטשפשןימשמושןמשבשףאו,ןימשמושןמשריתהלמ"דפפבל"צז

כ"חא.כ"כרימחהלןיאןימשמושןמשבשתוששחינהןאכןיאדןדידןודינבמ"מ,ריתהליבלינאלמ
.ןימשמושןמשריתהקחציראב'סבאנוואקדןואגהשיתעמש

In addition, I have been informed that a certain fruit (peanuts) is not consumed on Passover in
Jerusalem because of the ban on kitniyot. In truth, this is a very small fruit that grows from a vine
beneath the ground that botanists describe as “legumen” … However, the primary ban on kitniyot,
without doubt, did not include fruits such as these. I am therefore inclined to permit oils derived
from peanuts, so long as the rabbi of Hamburg [Rabbi Nehemiah Nobel] and the rabbi of Posen
[Rabbi Wolf Feilchenfeld] agree with me; I do not have the time to elaborate further on this. I
should add that already Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch permitted sesame oil. Despite that in Israel
and other lands Jews have developed a custom to forbid these, still in our judgment we need not
be concerned over sesame oil and its stringencies. After I wrote this, I found that the rabbi of
Kovno [Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Spektor] permitted sesame oil.



 ה"ר 'מע ,ג"ח שדוק יארקמ ,קנארפ חספ יבצ ברה
 ןמשב םא ,רתוי לקהל שי הזיאבו חספב ריתהל שי םא ןפג-רמצ ןמש לע ותלאש רבדבו
 .סעקשאטסיפ ןמשב וא רכזנה

On the matter that was asked regarding cottonseed oil, whether it is permitted on
Passover and whether it is possible to rule leniently, this is the case [i.e., it is
forbidden] for cottonseed oil and for peanut oil.

---------------------------------

א"פ'ס,תובושתץבוק,בישילאףסויםולשברה
ןימושמושןמשלוכאלאלםיגהונלארשיץראבד...עמשמןפגרמצוסובנקערזמןמש
ךיישתוינטקתריזג":'השמבישי'ת"ושבו[.ןימושמושןמשןילכואלארשיןומהבורו
]."אקירמאמעמשנשומכגהנמשיןכםאאלאןפגרמצלםג

Regarding oil derived from cannabis and cottonseed … the Jews in Israel are
accustomed to withholding from it, despite the fact that most Jews consume
sesame seed oil. [Another report on Rabbi Elyashiv’s position: “the ban on
kitniyot applies to cottonseed unless one possesses a countervailing custom, such
as the one in the United States.”]





“The OU certifies as kosher 
for Passover pure peanut oil 
… It is questionable if 
peanuts are kitniyos and it is 
questionable in general if 
oils are kitniyos. Please note 
that peanut oil is not used in 
any OU-P products.”

-- The Daf Hakashrus: A Monthly 
Newsletter for the OU Mashgiach
9 (April 1993): 2 




