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Behold, She Was Leah: Betrayal, Love, and the Art of Silence
1. Bereisheit 29:20-25
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And Yaakov worked for Rachel for seven years and they were in his eyes but a few days because of his
love for her. And Yaakov said to Lavan, give me my wife, because my days have been filled and | will
come to her. And Lavan gathered all the people of the place and made a feast. And in the evening,
[Lavan] took his daughter Leah and brought her to [Yaakov] and he came to her. And Lavan gave his
maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a maid. In the morning, behold she was Leah! And he said to Lavan,
“What have you done to me? Did I not work for you for Rachel? Why did you trick me?”” And Lavan
said, “It is not done in our place, to give the younger before the elder.”

2. Radak on Bereisheit 29:25
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In the morning, behold she was Leah! This verse teaches us the modesty of Yaakov that he did not
speak much, even with his wife, since if he had spoken with her, he would have recognized her voice,
since he had lived with her for seven years!

3. Midrash Esther Rabbah 6:12
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Rachel grasped the art of silence — she saw her bridal gifts being given to her sister and she was silent.

4. Talmud Bavli Megillah 13b
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As a reward for Rachel’s modesty, she merited to have Saul as a descendent. As a reward for Saul’s
modesty, he merited to have Esther as a descendent. What was Rachel’s modesty? . . . [Yaakov] said to
her, “Marry me?” She said, “Yes, but my father is a trickster and you are no match for him.” He said, “I
am his brother in trickery.” She said, “Is it permitted for the righteous to walk in the way of trickery? He
said, “Yes — With the pure, act in purity and with the crooked, be wily.” He said to her, “What is the
trickery?” She said, “I have an older sister and he will not marry me off before her.” [Yaakov] gave her
signs. When night came [Rachel] said, “Now my sister will be humiliated”. She gave [the signs] to her.
As it is written, In the morning, behold she was Leah! This implies that until then she was not Leah?
Rather, because of the signs that Rachel gave Leah he did not know until [morning]. Therefore she
merited to have Saul as a descendent. And what was Saul’s modesty? As it is written, And the matter of
the kingship he did not tell him, what Samuel said - he merited having Esther as a descendent.

5. Eichah Rabbah Petichta 24
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At that time Rachel our mother jumped up before God and said, “Master of the World, it is clearly known
before you that Jacob your servant loved me with an extra love, and he worked for me for my father for seven
years. And when those seven years were over and it was time for me to marry my husband, my father decided to
switch my sister for me. And this matter was very difficult for me because | found out about the plan. And |
informed my husband and I gave him a sign so that he would know the difference between me and my sister so
that my father could not switch me. But afterwards | regretted this and | suffered my desires and | had mercy on
my sister that she not be humiliated. And in the evening, they switched my sister for me and | gave my sister all
of the signs that | had given my husband, so that he would think that she was Rachel. And not only that, but |
went under the bed on which he was lying with my sister and he would speak with her and she would be silent
and I would answer him about each thing so that he would not recognize my sister’s voice. And | dealt kindly
with her and was not jealous of her and | did not allow her to be disgraced. And | am but flesh and blood, dust
and ashes, I was not jealous of my rival and | did not allow her to be disgraced and humiliated! And You are a
living, eternal merciful King, why are you jealous of idols that have nothing to them? And you have exiled my
children and they were killed by the sword and their enemies did to them as they pleased! Immediately God’s
mercy was aroused and God said, For your sake Rachel, I will return Israel to their place ...
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