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Joshua Chapter 2



1 Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two men (D'WiX
D'7270) from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go,
reconnoiter the region of Jericho.” (-NX 1X1Y 12%
YAXN) So they set out, and they came to the house
of a certain prostitute named Rahab and lodged
there.

2 The king of Jericho was told, “Some men have

come here tonight, Israelites, to spy out the country.”

3 The king of Jericho thereupon sent orders to

Rahab: “Produce (*N'¥in ) the men who came to

you and entered your house, for they have come to
spy out the whole country.”

Joshua sends spies to Jericho
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Spies are Hidden by Rahab

Spies hidden by Rahab
4 The woman, however, had taken the two men and hidden
them. “It is true,” she said, “the men did come to me, but I didn’t
know where they were from. 5 And at dark, when the gate was
about to be closed, the men left; and I don’t know where the
men went. Quick, go after them, for you can overtake them.” 6
— Now she had taken them up (BN%7y3) to the roof and
hidden them under some stalks of flax that she had lying on the
roof.
7 — So the men pursued them in the direction of the Jordan
down to the fords; and no sooner had the pursuers gone out
than the gate was shut behind them.
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Rahab’s Confession of Faith

8 The spies had not yet gone to sleep when she came up to them
on the roof.

9 She said to the men, “I know that GOD has given the country to
you, because dread of you has fallen upon us, and all the

inhabitants of the land are quaking before you.
10 For we have heard how GOD dried up the waters of the Sea of

Reeds for you when you left Egypt, and what you did to Sihon
and Og, the two Amorite kings across the Jordan, whom you
doomed. 11 When we heard about it, we lost heart, and no one
had any more spirit left because of you; for the ETERNAL your
God is the only God in heaven above and on earth below. 12
Now, since I have shown loyalty to you, (TON) swear to me by
GOD that you in turn will show loyalty to my family. Provide me
with a reliable sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father

and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them,
and save us from death.” 14 The men answered her, “Our lives

are pledged for yours, even to death! If you do not disclose this
mission of ours, we will show you true loyalty when GOD gives
us the land.”
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Fc(‘nnp and Prom

15 She let them down by a rope through the window—for
her dwelling was at the outer side of the city wall and she
lived in the actual wall.

16 She said to them, “Make for the hills, so that the
pursuers may not come upon you. Stay there in hiding three
days, until the pursuers return; then go your way.”

17 But the men warned her, “We will be released from this
oath that you have made us take

18 [unless,] when we invade the country, you tie this
length of crimson cord to the window through which you let
us down. Bring your father, your mother, your brothers, and
all your family together in your house;

19 and if anyone ventures outside the doors of your house,
their blood will be on their head, and we shall be clear. But if
a hand is laid on anyone who remains in the house with you,
their blood shall be on our heads.

20 And if you disclose this mission of ours, we shall
likewise be released from the oath that you made us take.”
21 She replied, “Let it be as you say.”She sent them on their
way, and they left; and she tied the crimson cord to the
window.

mise of Safety
TN 27D 11’71‘11 Tva %an2 071im ()
(1) NI’ N T AN 17
0731 1v397" 15 19 T m’? plalNi)|
23w Ty 07 NWLW Rt onann 0veT
1IN (7) :0237TY 1997 R 07H T
T TNYW0 1K 07R) DPWING ‘l”?N
PINT D°K3 MK T3 (ﬂ’) Shighzmliy TEU?S
WI.U'N"[‘I’N'I: MWRR T W0 vIn NipR TN
TIRTINT TARTIINT T7ARTINT 12 23R T
(©) ;107277 777X *DOXA TAN 17299 XY
07 3N 072 ‘N1 KWK Y3 15m
SRR TP TR 53 0702 1IN WK
"DN (2) :12717R TTOR 1WKI2 IpT N7aa
TOYAWR 0353 17 1 AT NN P77
19 0271272 DR (XD) :IAYIWR WK
W NIRRT TWRR 1977 onbwm N7
1913



Spies Return to Joshua

22 They went straight to the hills and stayed there three nwbw ‘Dw ~|nw7~| i-lm—ll—l ~|N:7~| ‘~D777~| (::J)
days, until the pursuers turned back. And so the pursuers, T Pt S A .

searching all along the road, did not find them. 77:: D’D-ﬁ—l “-Uj:l” D’D—m—l 1:w —[y D’D’
23 Then the two men came down again from the hills ( D’wJN—l 7Jw ~Dw>~| (JD) ~|an thl —Ij—[—l

777 13w )and crossed over. They came to Joshua son of
Nun and reported to him all that had happened to them. TIJ ]:1 VI.U'I‘I’ bN 1N:,1 ~m:y,1 W—I—ID 1—[-171
24 They said to Joshua, “GOD has delivered the whole land (-I'D) D.rﬂN NTNED-I 773 NN 1]7 1-150’1
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Ramban (Nahmanides) Numbers 13:2

Here one may ask, if this is so, then Moses himself
sinned in this matter, as it is said, And the thing
pleased me welll...and Joshua the son of Nun also
[sent] two spies. It was for this reason that [the
people’s request to send out scouts] pleased Moses,
for Scripture does not [allow man] to rely on a
miracle in any of its affairs. Instead, it commands
those who go out to battle to arm themselves, to
take [all necessary] precautions, and to set
ambushes [if needed],
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Numbers Chapter 13 1-3

1) nin' spoke to Moses, saying, (2) “Send (N)
agents*agents Lit. “participants whose T
involvement defines the (proposed)
situation”; trad. “men.” See the Dictionary
under ’ish; Agent. to scout the land of
Canaan, which | am giving to the Israelite
people; send one participant from each of
their ancestral tribes, each one a chieftain
among them.” (3) So Moses, by nIn’’s
command, sent them out from the
wilderness of Paran, all of them being men
of consequence,
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Number Chapter 13



Number 13:15 - 20 Moses’ instructions

(15) From the tribe of Gad, Geuel son of Machi.
(16) Those were the names of the participants
whom Moses sent to scout the land; but Moses
changed the name of Hosea*Hosea Or “Hoshea.”
son of Nun to Joshua. (17) When Moses sent
them to scout the land of Canaan, he said to
them, “Go up there into the Negeb and on into the
hill country, (18) and see what kind of country it is.
Are the people who dwell in it strong or weak, few
or many? (19) Is the country in which they dwell
good or bad? Are the towns they live in open or
fortified? (20) Is the soail rich or poor? Is it wooded
or not? And take pains to bring back some of the
fruit of the land.”—Now it happened to be the
season of the first ripe grapes.

(10)
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Numbers 13: 21 - 25 the mission

(21) They went up and scouted the land, from the (N))
wilderness of Zin to Rehob, at |
Lebo-hamath.*Lebo-hamath Others “the entrance , .
to Hamath.” (22) They went up into the Negeb and | -0 D'YAIR YR YAXiI) WM 1AL (nd)
came to Hebron, where lived Ahiman, Sheshai,

and Talmai, the Anakites.—Now Hebron was

founded seven years before Zoan of Egypt.— (23)

They reached the wadi Eshcol, and there they cut

down a branch with a single cluster of grapes—it

had to be borne on a carrying frame by two of

them—and some pomegranates and figs. (24)

That place was named the wadi Eshcol*Eshcol

|.e., “cluster.” because of the cluster that the

Israelites cut down there. (25) At the end of forty

days they returned from scouting the land.



Numbers 13: 26 - 29 the report

(26) They went straight to Moses and Aaron and (D)
the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the |
wilderness of Paran, and they made their report to
them and to the whole community, as they showed
them the fruit of the land. (27) This is what they
told him: “We came to the land you sent us to; it
does indeed flow with milk and honey, and this is
its fruit. (28) However, the people who inhabit the
country are powerful, and the cities are fortified
and very large; moreover, we saw the Anakites
there. (29) Amalekites dwell in the Negeb region;
Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites inhabit the hill
country; and Canaanites dwell by the Sea and
along the Jordan.”
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Numbers 13: 30 - 33 Caleb’s interjection and the spies
rejoinder

(30) Caleb hushed the people before Moses and ((7)
said, “Let us by all means go up, and we shall |
gain possession of it, for we shall surely overcome
it.” (31) But the other men who had gone up with
him said, “We cannot attack that people, for it is
stronger than we.” (32) Thus they spread
calumnies among the Israelites about the land
they had scouted, saying, “The country that we
traversed and scouted is one that devours its
settlers. All the people that we saw in it are of
great size; (33) we saw the Nephilim—and we
looked like grasshoppers to ourselves, and so we
must have looked to them.”
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