Parshat Shemot — Torah in Motion D. Korobkin
1. We All Ask, “Who Am 1?”
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2. Finding Our Own Straw
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Many clay products require the addition of other materials to add strength and durability. In the case of bricks
in Old Testament Egypt — river clay is usually composed of very fine particles and so would dry slowly — adding
straw would "open up" the clay, allowing it to dry more readily in the sun. In addition to aiding in drying, the
linear nature of straw adds stability to the clay brick in much the same way that rebar or wire mesh reinforce
modern day concrete. Bricks made without straw would break and crumble easily.?
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1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bricks without straw




