Necessary Roughness: Did Moshe Need to Kill the Egyptian?

R. Ezra Frazer
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11. And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his
brothers, and looked on their burdens; and he spied an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one
of his brothers. 12. And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there
was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 13. And when he went out
the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews struggled together; and he said to the
one who did the wrong, Why do you strike your fellow? 14. And he said, Who made you
a prince and a judge over us? do you intend to kill me, as you killed the Egyptian? And
Moses feared, and said, Certainly this thing is known. 15. And when Pharaoh heard this
matter, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in
the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well.
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Approach #1 — Moshe Was Wrong
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Necessary Roughness: Did Moshe Need to Kill the Egyptian?

R. Ezra Frazer
Approach #2 — God Apparently Endorses Moshe’s Behavior
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Rabbi Hanina says: A gentile who struck a Jew is liable to receive the death penalty, as it is
stated when Moses saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew: “And he turned this way and that
way, and when he saw that there was no man, he struck the Egyptian and hid him in the
sand” (Exodus 2: 12)
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If a gentile strikes a Jew, he deserves capital punishment, as implied by Exodus 2:12: “He
turned to and fro... and struck the Egyptian.”
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A gentile who gave a Jew a blow, even causing damage — although he is liable to die, he is
not executed.!

X W95 (IXIW) 7137 NIDW
QWi DR 1°%Y PITT IR 13127 .00 SW 197731 ,1370 792K : 9K IN°AXR 7 2702 (72 /MNW/) I%NT DX T
39 MIRnR DY 9571 oww ,InY AnX [l Ralahayish RYX 2°n> PR Wpan anx InIX 90X JbRh b IR

2 DIWS 9% ‘o5 ,Y7aRY
P73 WIDR TWRD 7191 NPR ,WNDNT QW 1YY PIIW - AT DR P23 (7,127 270 AKRT) DR (%)
.JAR2 IR D732 37707

Approach #3 — The Hebrew’s Life Was in Danger
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' Regarding Rambam’s ruling that the gentile is not killed, see Rambam’s responsum regarding Torah study:
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Necessary Roughness: Did Moshe Need to Kill the Egyptian?

R. Ezra Frazer
Approach #4 — Moshe Didn’t Mean to Kill the Egyptian
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Approach #5 — It was the Just and Proportionate Response
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