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The female
“slave” (review)




Troubling
assumptions
that we have
to make

re soclety
3000+ years
ago

A man has a right to marry off
his daughter before the age of
majority.

A man has a right to “sell” his
daughter.

Women generally got married

around puberty (or perhaps by
puberty).

Polygamy permitted.
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The female “slave”
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When a man sells his daughter as a
slave, she shall not go free as male
slaves do. If she proves to be displeasing
to her master, who designated her for
himself, he must let her be redeemed;
he shall not have the right to sell her to
outsiders, since he broke faith with her.
And if he designated her for his son, he
shall deal with her as is the practice
with free maidens. If he marries
another, he must not withhold from this
one her food, her clothing, or her onah.
If he fails her in these three ways, she
shall go free, without payment.
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Rashbam (and Rashi and ibn Ezra....)
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and he does not allow her to be
redeemed, then SHE SHALL GO
FREE, i.e. the court will set her

free.



lbn Ezra
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[MMIWEANIOY A p g why is that
impossible?



The female “slave”
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When a man sells his daughter as a
slave, she shall not go free as male
slaves do. If she proves to be displeasing
to her master, who designated her for
himself, he must let her be redeemed;
he shall not have the right to sell her to
outsiders, since he broke faith with her.
And if he designated her for his son, he
shall deal with her as is the practice
with free maidens. If he marries
another, he must not withhold from this
one her food, her clothing, or her onah.
If he fails her in these three ways, she
shall go free, without payment.
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Let’s remember the context....
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When a man sells his daughter as a
slave, she shall not go free as male
slaves do. If she proves to be displeasing
to her master, who designated her for
himself, he must let her be redeemed;
he shall not have the right to sell her to
outsiders, since he broke faith with her.
And if he designated her for his son, he
shall deal with her as is the practice
with free maidens. If he marries
another, he must not withhold from this
one her food, her clothing, or her onah.
If he fails her in these three ways, she
shall go free, without payment.



Onah: Rashi
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If he marries another, he must
not withhold from this one her
food, her clothing, or onah.

“If he marries another”: in
addition to her....

Onah: means sexual
Intercourse.



The language of the ketubbah
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[ will provide] your
food, clothing and
necessities, and | will
approach you [sexually]
in the standard manner.




Onah: Rashbam
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Onatah: following the plain
meaning of Scripture, means “her
lodging.” For the letter mem in
lvn, “lodging,” is [a prefix, and
is] not part of the root, just like
the mem at the beginning of the
words Dl and |I70. The verse
then requires [providing] food,
clothing, and shelter.



Could onah mean anointing oil?

Laws of King Lipit-Ishtar of Sumer (20t cent. B.C.E.): If a man’s wife does not
bear him a child, but a prostitute from the street does bear him a child, he
shall provide grain, oil, and clothing rations for the prostitute and the child
shall be his heir.

Egypt The Instruction of Ptahhotep (25t century BCE): When you prosper
and found your house, and love your wife with ardor, fill her belly, clothe her
back, ointment soothes her body, gladden her heart as long as you live.

Laws of Eshnunna (18t century BCE): If a man gives his child for suckling and
for rearing but does not give the food, oil, and clothing rations (to the
caregiver) for 3 years, he shall weigh and deliver 10 shekels of silver . . ..



Onah: Ibn Ezra
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The meaning of “her onah” is sexual
activity, also known as “the time of
lovemaking” (Ezek 16:8). The word ny
(time) is missing a nun (i.e., the nun is
assimilated into the tav), similar to the
word emet (truth) [which comes from
1-n-X]. Hence the tav (of NY) receives a
dagesh [as a sign of the assimilated
letter] in [for instance] “3AY your
time,” likewise: “iny its time,”... also
“NNY now.”




Onah: Shadal
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| say that “her onah”
refers to the duties
toward her inasmuch as
she is a married woman,
and without a doubt this
Is a reference to sexual
Intercourse.



Shadal: Onah could not refer to the idea of
(Itimell
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This explanation is
unthinkable—that the Torah
would designate a man’s
relations with his wife by the
term “set time”! Besides,
nowhere in the Torah is there
any timetable for this matter.
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Shadal: Onah
(paraphrased)
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Onah refers to
answering or
responding,
answering a need...




Shadal (cont.)
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In their wisdom and
righteousness, the Rabbis saw
that a woman is not just a tool;
she was not created just for a
man’s benefit and pleasure.
Rather, a man and wife are
partners who have willingly
joined together to help one
another in love and friendship.



Shadal (cont.)
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Not only were the rabbis
careful to prevent a man
from diminishing his wife’s
due, but they were also
careful about the finer
details, that a man should
not diminish his wife’s
pleasure . ..



Shadal (cont.)
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In contrast to this [i.e. to the
correct Jewish attitude to
sexuality], on one hand, is the
behaviour of men who are
villains, who seek nothing but
their own pleasure, always
searching for licentiousness, men
who look at their own wives with
disgust, abandoning them to be
agunot in living widowhood.



Shadal (cont.)
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And in contrast, on the other
hand, is the behaviour of those
“wise men” who relate to their
wives as handmaidens to serve
them and as a tonic to keep them
healthy (“One should not engage
in intercourse unless he finds that
his body is exceedingly healthy
and strong, etc., etc....”)
([Maimonides] Hilkhot De’ot 4)



Shadal (cont.)
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Nahum Sarna

“IThe rabbinic
explanation of what
onah means herej
would reflect a singular
recognition in the laws
of the ancient Near East
that a wife is legally
entitled to sexual
gratification.”



