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“Serving double duty” in Psalms

TNNN2 DN NN Jaxa O N O Lord, do not punish me in anger,
(6:2) 1779n  do not chastise me in fury (6:2)

)10 NNNDY NN JasPa Ox N O Lord, do not punish me in
(38:2) wrath, do not chastise me in fury
(38:2)
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“Serving double duty”
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In Deuteronomy 33:6

Koren Jerusalem Bible: Let
Re'uven live, and not die; and let
not his men be few.

JPS: May Reuben live and not die,
Though few be his numbers.



“Serving double duty” in Deuteronomy 32:31

DY 12701¥) N7 9 JPS 2006:
D'7'79 11'2'Rl  For their rock is not like our Rock,
In our enemies’ own estimation.*

[l.e., as everyone must admit]
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Omitting the word “not” (Ibn Ezra on Deut 20:19)
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| previously explained in Sefer Ha-
Yesod that it is possible in all
languages to write briefly and use
an abbreviated style. . .. However,
it is impossible to leave out the
word /o (no, not), for in this case
the meaning would be the
opposite.



Exodus
21:15-16
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He who strikes his
father or his mother
shall be put to
death.

He who kidnaps a
man—whether he
has sold him or is
still holding him



Deuteronomy 247

AN I'NNN YW9) 12 W'k XAt ' If a man is found to have
2220 Nt RN i yaynnl Iyt kidnapped a fellow Israelite,
727N VI <Al XInn - enslaving him or selling him, that
kidnapper shall di.e



Brown, Driver, Briggs Dictionary

4t definition of | “It connects alternative cases so that it = or”
Exod 21:16, 17

Lev 21:14: n' N7 NN NIX NIT N7701 NN NIRTX

Lev 22:23: INX NYYN N2ATY V1771 VDY Nyl i

Prov 29:9: NnN) |'KI PNWI T201 7'IX W'N NN VDY) DON W'

Koren Tanakh: A wise man in a legal dispute with a fool—he may show
anger or he may smile, but there is never satisfaction.

NJPS: When a wise man enters into litigation with a fool
There is ranting and ridicule, but no satisfaction.



Vav as “or” in Mishnaic Hebrew

A NYnN X (/75 NIAImS NoonN nvwn

|NAIND 'ON'NN N NXI7N1 NYWNA
D'MXN

N X X7 XA Mvn

Q011 |71 ,NINNN DN7 W'Y D'0D)
NPTNAI VWA

A betrothed woman who was
divorced or who went through a
halitzah ceremony receives a
ketubah of 200 zuz.

Ownership of property can be
effected through money or

through a document or through
hazakah.



However, Rambam (following the Talmud)
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The kidnapper does not receive
capital punishment [“choking”]
unless his steals an Israelite,
brings him home, uses him, and
sells him to someone else.



Exodus 21:15-17: order of the unit
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He who strikes his father or his
mother shall be put to death.

He who kidnaps a man—whether
he has sold him or is still holding
him—shall be put to death.

He who curses [NJPS: reviles] his
father or his mother shall be put
to death.



Rashbam (vs. 12)
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Since they were already told "You
shall not murder," and also "Honour
your father and your mother," now
[in vss. 12-15 and 17] the text
explains the penalty involved [if one
breaks those laws].

Similarly [one should explain that the
verse here] "He who kidnaps a man
and sells him," [is written as an
elaboration of the penalty for a law
written in Ex. 20,] "You shall not
steal," and the rabbis explained that
that verse refers to kidnapping.



lbn Ezra (vs. 15)
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Since Scripture had previously
mentioned, “He who fatally strikes
a man shall be put to death” (v.
12), Scripture had to explain that
there is an instance where one is
put to death for striking someone
even when the one who is struck
does not die. This is the case
when one hits one's father.



Ibn Ezra (on the order of vss. 15-17)
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Saadiah Gaon asks: Why was this
verse [about kidnapping] inserted
between “he who smites his father”
(v. 15) and “he who curses his
father” (v. 17)? He answers that
Scripture speaks about the most
common occurrence. Those stolen
are usually young children. They are
brought up in a strange country and
do not recognize their parents. It is
thus possible for them to strike and
curse their parents. The punishment
for this will fall upon the kidnapper.



Joseph Bekhor Shor (on the order of vss. 15-17)
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Since the text said above, “He
who fatally strikes a man,” | might
have thought that there is no
[death] penalty unless one kills a
man. Accordingly the text now
enumerates capital crimes that do
not involve killing someone—such
as striking a parent, kidnapping,
and cursing a parent using God’s
name.



Joseph Bekhor Shor (cont.)
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The flow of the verses follows the
lo zu af zu (not just this, but this
too) pattern. Sometimes
[offenders are culpable] even if no
one died—for example when they
strike a parent; sometimes even if
the offenders neither struck nor
physically harmed a person, such
as a kidnapper; and sometimes
even without stealing, striking or
even touching someone—Ilike
cursing a parent



Murder, intentional and accidental

Striking parent

Kidnapping

Chapter 21 Cursing parent

frO M VS. 1 2 Injuring someone who does not die right away
Feticide

Bodily injury, loss of limb

Injury caused by an animal
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In this paragraph are enumerated five cases carrying the penalty
of death, beginning with the gravest crime: (a) whoever strikes a
man so that he dies; (b) the law applies even if the assailant seeks
refuge in the precincts of the sanctuary; (c) whoever strikes his
father or mother: (d) whoever steals a man; (e) whoever dishonours
his father or mother. In the next paragraph five cases of bodily
injury will be cited, the first of which is connected with the present
paragraph, namely, the case of the one who strikes another and
the victim does not die but keeps his bed.

Just as the laws of slaverv were nlarad ¢ ..
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