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Unlocking the Mystery of Midrashic Methodology

Rabbi Moshe Shulman
Torah in Motion, Spring 5782
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For if you keep, keep, all of this mitzvah: Lest you say: | shall learn
(only) this formidable section and leave this simple one, it is, therefore,
written (Ibid. 32:47) For it is not an empty thing from you. Something
that you call "empty" is empty only from you. What you are calling
"empty" is (Ibid.) "your lives" and length of days. Do not say "I have
learned the halachoth; that is enough for me." It is, therefore, written "if
you keep, keep, all of this mitzvah." Learn all of the mitzvah — midrash
(Sifra and Sifrei), halachoth, and aggadoth. And thus is it written (Ibid.
8:3) "to make it known to you that not through bread alone shall a man
live™: "bread" is midrash. (Ibid.) "but by all that issues from the mouth
of the L-rd shall a man live": These are halachoth and aggadoth....
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What is the reason for the opinion of Rabbi Eliezer who said:
These weapons are ornaments? As it is written: “Gird your
sword upon your thigh, mighty one, your glory and your
splendor” (psaims 45:4). Rav Kahana said to Mar, son of Rav Huna:
This verse is written in reference to matters of Torah? He said
to him: Nevertheless, a verse does not depart from its literal
meaning.
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Know that permission is given to explain the meaning of the verses by
the ways of investigation and logic, even if the first [scholars of the
Mishnaic period] came before us and made a different sense of it, since
there are 'seventy faces to the Torah." And we are not warned not to
deviate from the words of the first ones, except with explanations that
would result in a change in the law...
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