Yosef Lindell
Torah in Motion — Pesach 5783

Are Pesach Guides Getting Stricter?

1) Dr. Haym Soloveitchik, “Rupture and Reconstruction,” Tradition (1994)

If I were asked to characterize in a phrase the change that religious
Jewry has undergone in the past generation, I would say that it was
the new and controlling role that texts now play in contemporary
religious life. And in saying that, I open myself to an obvious ques-

One of the most striking phenomena of the contemporary
community is the explosion of halakhic works on practical obser-
vance. I do not refer to the stream of works on Sabbath laws, as
these can be explained simply as attempts to determine the status,
that is to say, the permissibility of use, of many new artifacts of mod-
ern technology, similar to the spate of recent works on definition of
death and the status of organ transplants. Nor do I have in mind the
halakhic questions raised by the endless proffer of new goods in an
affluent society. I refer rather to the publications on zal/it and
tefillin, works on the daily round of prayers and blessings in syna-
gogue and home, tomes on High Holiday and and Passover obser-
vance, books and pamphlets on every imaginable topic. The vast
halakhic corpus is being scoured, new doctrines discovered and
elicited, old ones given new prominence, and the results collated
and published. Abruptly and within a generation, a rich literature of
religious observance has been created and, this should be under-
scored, it focuses on performances Jews have engaged in and articles
they have used for thousands of years.® These books, moreover, are
avidly purchased and on a mass scale; sales are in the thousands,
occasionally in the tens of thousands. It would be surprising if such
popularity did not indicate some degree of adoption. Intellectual
curiosity per se is rarely that widespread. Much of the traditional reli-
gious practice has been undergoing massive reevaluation, and by
popular demand or, at the very least, by unsolicited popular consent.
In Bnei Brak and in Borough Park, and to a lesser, but still very real
extent, in Kiryat Shmuel and Teaneck, religious observance is being
both amplified and raised to new, rigorous heights.



2) Rabbi Avrohom Blumenkrantz, Original Pesach Bulletin (1977)
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3) Selected passages from later R. Blumenkrantz guides

Packing Peanuts

“Up until now, packing peanuts were produced from a petroleum base (Styrofoam). Today
orders may be packed with soluble peanuts. Just hold them over the faucet and they will be gone
before you know it unlike petroleum-based peanuts that overflow in landfills for generations.
Made from corn and wheat, the new peanuts do not have a trace of chemicals that could hurt the
environment when they dissolve. Therefore, one should not possess them on Pesach and surely
not dissolve them in the Pesachdike sinks of the house.”

Cleaning tips

“Shine your chandelier in a flash. Turn it off, spread layers of newspaper beneath it and then
spray with an ammonia and water solution (again, 50-50 mixture works best). The dirt will drip
away. Clean off any dirt streaks with a soft cloth.”
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Constipation
“We suggest that those who suffer from constipation should eat whole-wheat matzos. Whole

wheat is rich in fiber, which could relieve constipation. You can also use prune juice (kosher
[’Pesach) or eat papaya.”

4) Women’s Branch of the Orthodox Union Guide (1933)
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5) Yeshara Gold, “Just a Week to Go” (1987)

6) Mishna Berura, Orach Chayim 442:7
N'TD 70N "2 IRWI X7WD 72K 1971¥N1 Y700 TRT N'TD 700 "2 WD RITl - 2Wa7 2vn IRT DK (27)

"X N'TON NIND 17'9XT D'{7019 NN NYTT NTA O'P0I9N |2 NRI7NN W' NNXA IX... NYA7 X"X
| [ [
V"I127 727 ¥"X N'TON NINSDI N¥P 921010 NN OXR 72X N¥Z N7IX7 UKW XPITE YA

--5--



7) Preparing for Passover, Program Department, Community Service Division, Yeshiva
University (1955)

8) Kashrus Magazine (1993)

9) Rabbi Yitzchak Berkovits, “Passover Cleaning: How to Guide” (Aish.com, circa 2000)

“The only kind of crumb that’s problematic is one you'd pick up with your finger and put on
your tongue. So leftover crumbs from the table are in fact "chametz.” Leftover crumbs on the
floor, which you wouldn't eat, are garbage. Therefore, any crumb that you would consider dirt
(and is smaller than a kezayit) does not have to be gotten rid of.”
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10) Kezayit Chart — 1976 vs. Contemporary OU Guide
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11) R. Dovid Feinstein, Sefer Kol Dodi (1970)
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12) R. Hadar Margolin, “K’zayit. Just an Olive?” OU Guide (2020)
“The reason we have become accustomed to consuming so much matzah is, of course, the
presumed halachic size of a k’zayit. Conventional wisdom has come to accept this as quite large
and the result is an amount that many people find challenging.
I’d like to present another side to this halacha and offer a perfectly legitimate alternative. ...
Accordingly, when seeking to define the size of a k’zayit, [ need look no further than my local

olive tree. That, and that alone, is the determining factor. Simply stated: “olive’” = olive.”

13) Natan Slifkin, Rationalist Matzah/Maror Chart

RATIONALIST MATZAH/ MAROR CHART
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14) OU Pesach “Socio-Drama” (1959)




--10--



.(/)(M( ¢ th G
- -

“@1[(/545:'**  x

WYNDHAM CELEBRATIONS RESORT

Destinations Welcowes Shloimy Swilow!

AZZ = 30 million dollar
hotel renovation

* Only Minutes
from Disney
World

Hosted with
WYNDHAM Smilow Family
CELEBRATIONS
ORLANDO Smitow FAMILY
*hk®

PLUS S0tk ¢ inconcert

For further reading: Yosef Lindell “Think Passover Guides Are Getting Stricter? Think
Again,” The Lehrhaus (April 2, 2020), https://thelehrhaus.com/timely-thoughts/think-passover-

guides-are-getting-stricter-think-again/
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