Lessons from Parshat Nitzavim

Lesson one: Israel/ Zionism

21 And a later generation, your descendants,
who will rise after you, along with the
foreigner who comes from a distant land,
will say, upon seeing the plagues of that land
and the diseases with which the Lord struck it:

22 Sulfur and salt have burned up its entire
land! It cannot be sown, nor can it grow
[anything], not [even] any grass will sprout
upon it. It is like the overturning of Sodom,
Gemorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the
Lord overturned in His fury and in His rage.

23 And all the nations will say, Why did the Lord
do so to this land? What [is the reason] for this
great rage of fury?

24 Then they will say, It is because they
abandoned the covenant of the Lord, God of
their fathers, [the covenant] which He made
with them when He took them out of the land of
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"Palestine sits in sackcloth and ashes. Over it broods the spell of a curse that has
withered its fields and fettered its energies. Where Sodom and Gomorrah reared their
domes and towers, that solemn sea now floods the plain, in
whose bitter waters no living thing exists -- over whose
waveless surface the blistering air hangs motionless and dead
— about whose borders nothing grows but weeds, and
scattering tufts of cane, and that treacherous fruit that promises
refreshment to parching lips, but turns to ashes at the touch.
Nazareth is forlorn; about that ford of Jordan where the hosts of
Israel entered the Promised Land with songs of rejoicing, one
| finds only a squalid camp of fantastic Bedouins of the desert;
Jericho the accursed, lies a moldering ruin, today, even as
Joshua's miracle left it more than three thousand years ago....

. g Renowned Jerusalem itself, the stateliest name in history, has
Mark Twain in 1867, the  |ost all its ancient grandeur, and is become a pauper village;

yearofhistriptothe  the riches of Solomon are no longer there to compel the
Ay AN admiration of visiting Oriental queens; the wonderful temple
CRIgmesRIon which was the pride and the glory of Israel, is gone. The noted
Sea of Galilee, where Roman fleets once rode at anchor was

long ago deserted by the devotees of war and commerce, and its borders are a silent
wilderness; Capernaum is a shapeless ruin; Magdala is the home of beggared Arabs.
Palestine is desolate and unlovely. And why should it be otherwise? Can the curse of
the Deity beautify a land? "

Ramba’n

Rabbi Moses ben Nachman, Nachmanides (1194-1270), fled Christian Spain for the Land of
Israel. After a long and perilous journey, Nachmanides arrived at the Port of Acre before
travelling to Jerusalem in 1267, where he couldn’t even find nine other Jews to pray with. He
wrote to his son,

“‘Many are Israel’s forsaken places, and great is the desecration. The more sacred the place, the
greater the devastation it has suffered. Jerusalem is the most desolate place of all.”

...And the fruits of the land, a pride and adornment (Yeshayahu 4:2) Its fruit and produce are
plentiful; It is still a land that flows With milk and honey for its dwellers! | have likened you, my
mother, To a woman in birth whose child died in her lap. The milk in her breasts causes her
pain, And so she gives suck to the pups of dogs. And with all this, "Your lovers despise you"
(Yirmeyahu 4:30), And your enemies find you desolate... "And the forsaken places are many In
the midst of the fat and large land" (Nechemya 9:35) For they are not befitting you, Nor are you
fit for them...
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Leviticus 26, 32
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desolate, and your cities in ruins.

Nachmanides on this verse:

That which God states here, "So devastated will | leave the land that your enemies..."
constitutes a good tiding, proclaiming that during all our exiles, our land will not accept
our enemies. This is a great proof and assurance to us, for in the entire inhabited world
one cannot find such a good and large land which was always lived in, and yet is as ruined
as it is [today]. For since the time that we left it, it has not accepted any nation or people,
and they all try to settle it, but to no avail.

1917-
1967-

Sherif Hussein, the guardian of the Islamic Holy Places in Arabia:

The resources of the country are still virgin soil and will be developed by the Jewish immigrants.
One of the most amazing things until recent times was that the Palestinian used to leave his
country, wandering over the high seas in every direction. His native soil could not retain a hold
on him, though his ancestors had lived on it for 1000 years. At the same time, we have seen the
Jews from foreign countries streaming to Palestine from Russia, Germany, Austria, Spain,
America. The cause of causes could not escape those who had a gift of deeper insight. They
knew that the country was for its original sons (abna’ihilasliyin), for all their differences, a sacred
and beloved homeland. The return of these exiles (jaliya) to their homeland will prove materially
and spiritually [to be] an experimental school for their brethren who are with them in the fields,
factories, trades and in all things connected with toil and labor.

(Samuel Katz, Battleground — Fact and Fantasy in Palestine, p. 126)
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Leviticus 26

32 | will make the Land desolate, so that it will
become desolate [also] of your enemies who
live in it.

| will make the Land desolate: This is actually a
good thing for Israel, namely, that since the
Land will be desolate of people living in it, the
enemies will not find contentment in Israel’s
Land [and will have to leave]. — [Sifthei
Chachamim; Torath Kohanim 26:38]

33And | will scatter you among the nations, and
| will unsheathe the sword after you. Your land
will be desolate, and your cities will be laid
waste.

And you, | will scatter among the nations: This
[though,] is a harsh thing [for Israel], for when
the people of a country are exiled to the same
place, they see each other and find solace.
However, Israel was scattered as if through a
winnowing basket, just as a person who

scatters barley through a sieve [so that] not one

of them is attached to another. — [Torath
Kohanim 26: 39]

34 Then, the land will be appeased regarding its
sabbaticals. During all the days that it remains
desolate while you are in the land of your
enemies, the Land will rest and thus appease its
sabbaticals.

Then, the Land will be appeased: Then, the
Land will be appeased, and in turn,] appease
the anger of the Omnip resent, Who had been
angry regarding the Land’s Shemittah years
(Mizrachi) [and thus appease [God regarding
them].

'Y MY YIRDTNK X 'TnYnL 1Y
‘MR DAY DN

N2V DTN IT (YIRN DX "X 'Yl
NN N1 DRYIXD INXYA X7W 7Rwrh
NIYI NNNIY XNNY ,DX¥IX]

20 DIDX D7D DiiA2 NITR DINKY 27
1NN 40! DY) NHRY DIYIX AN

NVYIY nYp AT IT D' NOTX DONNI
N7 0'RN ThX DI|7)’J'7 D'712 N1 TN DAY
,NNTAD INT 781 ,1'"NINNI AT NX

|NN NNKX |'RI N9 DIVY MITN OTXD
NNNN NpIAT

M7 I'HNAYTIN YIRD YN TR T2
YIRD NAYR T DPAN YIND DRXI NAYD
N'MNAYNK DY

OVDVY DIj7NN 0Yd NKX O'ON :NXIN TX
Nmiony


https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9927/showrashi/true#v32
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9927/showrashi/true#v32
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9927/showrashi/true#v33
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9927/showrashi/true#v33
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9927/showrashi/true#v34
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9927/showrashi/true#v34

35 It will rest during all the days that it remains YN DX NAYR NRYn M7 07
desolate, whatever it had not rested on your N7V DHNAYA DY'NNAYA NNAYNT?
sabbaticals, when you lived upon it.

whatever it had not rested on your sabbaticals: NI72 7¥ MY D'YaY :NNAY X7 TWUNR DX
The seventy years of the Babylonian exile [i.e., 721' NVLNWN NNV O'YAY Ta1d I'N |0 722
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total of] 430 years. Three hundred and ninety ,0"7UN' NN TY

years were the years of their sinning from when
they entered the land until the Ten Tribes were
exiled, and the people of Judah angered Him for
forty more years from the time the Ten Tribes
were exiled until the destruction of Jerusalem.

Rav Samson raphael Hirsch:

Just as shemitta and yovel are supposed to express homage to God in the life of the
country, and to give light amidst the nations even faraway, so too, the desolation of the
Land of Israel expresses homage to God. God warns of it in advance, and He carries
out the decree which He ordained long ago. The desolation of the land continues
throughout all the hundreds of years of our exile, until this very day. The desolation is a
large exclamation mark in God's book of history, attesting that the land is God's and that
He expects his Torah to be observed in the land.
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Lesson two: Closing two circles- Genesis and Exodus

Deutoronomy 30, 18- 20

18 I declare to you this day, that you will surely
perish, and that you will not live long days on the
land, to which you are crossing the Jordan, to come
and take possession thereof.

19 This day, I call upon the heaven and the earth as
witnesses [that [ have warned] you: I have set
before you life and death, the blessing and the curse.
You shall choose life, so that you and your offspring
will live;

20 To love the Lord your God, to listen to His voice,
and to cleave to Him. For that is your life and the
length of your days, to dwell on the land which the
Lord swore to your forefathers to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob to give to them.
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9 And the Lord God caused to sprout from the
ground every tree pleasant to see and good to
eat, and the Tree of Life in the midst of the
garden, and the Tree of Knowledge of good
and evil.

16And the Lord God commanded man, saying,
"Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat.

17But of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat of it, for on the day that you eat
thereof, you shall surely die."
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Exodus

Midrash Tanchuma Deuteronomy

(Deut. 1:1:) “These are the words that Moses spoke....” Israel said, “Yesterday you said
(in Exod. 4:10), ‘1 am not a man of words.” And now you are speaking so much?” Rabbi
Isaac said, “If you are impeded in your speech, recite the Torah and you will be healed,
[as] Moshe already studied all of the Torah.”

Rabbi Sacks ZT"L Chukat (5773)

The remarkable fact about Moses and the rock is the way he observes precedent. Aimost forty
years earlier, in similar circumstances, God had told him to take his staff and strike the rock.
Now too, God told him to take his staff. Evidently, Moses inferred that he was being told to act
this time as he had before, which is what he does. He strikes the rock. What he failed to
understand was that time had changed in one essential detail. He was facing a new generation.
The people he confronted the first time were those who had spent much of their lives as slaves
in Egypt. Those he now faced were born in freedom in the wilderness.

There is one critical difference between slaves and free human beings. Slaves respond to
orders. Free people do not. They must be educated, informed, instructed, taught — for if not,
they will not learn to take responsibility



