Covenant and Communication: Manoach and His Wife
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1: An unusual announcement
Judges 13:1-5 =N DU
(1) The Israelites again did what was offensive to the °1°Y32 Y17 Nipy? YN 21210%07 (K)
LORD, and the LORD delivered them into the hands of Dy D’ﬁ‘?’?@"f?? Exlahigialiy
the Philistines for forty years. (2) There was a certain {B} MW
man from Zorah, of the stock of Dan, whose name was "\Jj.‘l nﬂ}_—)wnn I—I}Tﬂgu -U:RZ.{ ws}.{ %;—m (:1)
Manoah. His wife was barren and had borne no children. (3) 172 X921 MR AR T e
(3) An angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and n’"?NTIWT?TJN'ﬂ 'nw;zfn'-bxi'n;qxb;a -
said to her, “You are barren and have borne no children; e e e
but you shall conceive and bear a son. (4) Now be careful
not to drink wine or other intoxicant, or to eat anything
unclean. (5) For you are going to conceive and bear a
son; let no razor touch his head, for the boy is to be a
nazirite to God from the womb on. He shall be the first to
deliver Israel from the Philistines.”
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2: A question of (mis)communication

Judges 13:6-8 M-"1:27° DOV
(6) The woman went and told her husband, “A man of WX ARY YR R TERT X201 (1)
God came to me; he looked like an angel of God, very 7@_{‘?7_3 aielacEhialak SN NFJ\D’P']??,SD
frightening. | did not ask him where he was from, nor MR IBRYRY X9 TR K111 DP9KT
did he tell me his name. (7) He said to me, ‘You are B 90N (1) 9 TR YN KT
going to conceive and bear a son. Drink no wine or other o iﬂWD'W RRE! ﬂ'.ff?"'] ,—,jj nETy
intoxicant, and eat nothing unclean, for the boy is to be DR9K P13 ARND-D2 " PIRRIR) T
a nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his A Srmiom mdommny mnr s .
death!”” (8) Manoah pleaded with the LORD. “Oh, my
Lord!” he said, “please let the man of God that You sent
come to us again, and let him instruct us how to act with
the child that is to be born.”
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3. A question of (mis)trust

Judges 13:9-21

(9) God heeded Manoah’s plea, and the angel of God
came to the woman again. She was sitting in the field
and her husband Manoah was not with her. (10) The
woman ran in haste to tell her husband. She said to
him, “The man who came to me before has just
appeared to me.”

(11) Manoah promptly followed his wife. He came to
the man and asked him: “Are you the man who spoke
to my wife?” “Yes,” he answered. (12) Then Manoah
said, “May your words soon come true! What rules
shall be observed for the boy?” (13) The angel of the
LORD said to Manoah, “The woman must abstain from
all the things against which | warned her. (14) She
must not eat anything that comes from the grapevine,
or drink wine or other intoxicant, or eat anything
unclean. She must observe all that | commanded her.”

(15) Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “Let us
detain you and prepare a kid for you.” (16) But the
angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “If you detain me, |
shall not eat your food; and if you present a burnt
offering, offer it to the LORD.” —For Manoah did not
know that he was an angel of the LORD. (17) So
Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “What is your
name? We should like to honor you when your words
come true.” (18) The angel said to him, “You must not
ask for my name; it is unknowable!”

(19) Manoah took the kid and the meal offering and
offered them up on the rock to the LORD; and a
marvelous thing happened+ while Manoah and his wife
looked on. (20) As the flames leaped up from the altar
toward the sky, the angel of the LORD ascended in the
flames of the altar, while Manoah and his wife looked
on; and they flung themselves on their faces to the
ground.— (21) The angel of the LORD never appeared
again to Manoah and his wife.—Manoah then realized
that it had been an angel of the LORD.
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4: Manoach’s motivations
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David Gunn and Dana Fewell, Narrative in the Hebrew Bible, 64:

Manoach... is far from content. His wife tells him that she has had a man visit her
and, in the same breath, that she is going to have a baby! Who exactly was this
‘man of God’? Was he really a messenger from God? What business had he going
directly to Manoach’s wife with his ‘communication’ instead of introducing
himself first to the man of the house as only right and proper? And what if, if, the
visitor was a messenger of YHWH? Was he, Manoach, sure that he knew precisely
what being a Nazirite entailed? Should they not have plans for the boy, a
pedagogical programme?... none of the foregoing account of Manoach’s interior
response is explicit in the text, but it is one likely reading, given what follows.
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5: Eyes of flesh and fear of death

Judges 13:22-25

(22) And Manoah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, for we
have seen a divine being.” (23) But his wife said to him, “Had the
LORD meant to take our lives, He would not have accepted a
burnt offering and meal offering from us, nor let us see all these
things; and He would not have made such an announcement to
us.” (24) The woman bore a son, and she named him Samson.
The boy grew up, and the LORD blessed him. (25) The spirit of
the LORD first moved him in the encampment of Dan, between
Zorah and Eshtaol.
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6: Gendered religiosity?

| Samuel 1:8-14

(8) Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why are you
crying and why aren’t you eating? Why are you so sad? Am |
not more devoted to you than ten sons?” (9) After they had
eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose.—The priest Eli was
sitting on the seat near the doorpost of the temple of the
LORD.— (10) In her wretchedness, she prayed to the LORD,
weeping all the while. (11) And she made this vow: “O LORD of
Hosts, if You will look upon the suffering of Your maidservant
and will remember me and not forget Your maidservant, and if
You will grant Your maidservant a male child, | will dedicate
him to the LORD for all the days of his life; and no razor shall
ever touch his head.” (12) As she kept on praying before the
LORD, Eli watched her mouth. (13) Now Hannah was praying in
her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice could not be
heard. So Eli thought she was drunk. (14) Eli said to her, “How
long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Sober
up!””
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David Gunn and Dana Fewell, Narrative in the Hebrew Bible, 67:

There are two ways of relating to the divine... Oerhaps what is most curious, however, is that in
this particular man’s world, this patriarchy where the man is named and the woman is ‘his
woman’, it is the man’s way that is mocked.
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7: Calculated weakness
Judges 14:1-9
(1) Once Samson went down to Timnah; and while in
Timnah, he noticed a girl among the Philistine women. (2) On
his return, he told his father and mother, “I noticed one of
the Philistine women in Timnah; please get her for me as a
wife.” (3) His father and mother said to him, “Is there no one
among the daughters of your own kinsmen and among all
our people, that you must go and take a wife from the
uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson answered his father,
“Get me that one, for she is the one that pleases me.” (4) His
father and mother did not realize that this was the LORD’s
doing: He was seeking a pretext against the Philistines, for
the Philistines were ruling over Israel at that time. (5) So
Samson and his father and mother went down to Timnah.
When he came to the vineyards of Timnah [for the first
time], a full-grown lion came roaring at him. (6) The spirit of

the LORD gripped him, and he tore him asunder with his bare

hands as one might tear a kid asunder; but he did not tell his
father and mother what he had done. (7) Then he went
down and spoke to the woman, and she pleased Samson. (8)

Returning the following year to marry her, he turned aside to
look at the remains of the lion; and in the lion’s skeleton he
found a swarm of bees, and honey. (9) He scooped it into his
palms and ate it as he went along. When he rejoined his
father and mother, he gave them some and they ate it; but
he did not tell them that he had scooped the honey out of a
lion’s skeleton.

Judges 14:15-17

(15) On the seventh day, they said to Samson’s wife, “Coax
your husband to provide us with the answer to the riddle;
else we shall put you and your father’s household to the
fire; have you invited us here in order to impoverish us?”
(16) Then Samson’s wife harassed him with tears, and she
said, “You really hate me, you don’t love me. You asked my
countrymen a riddle, and you didn’t tell me the answer.”
He replied, “I haven’t even told my father and mother; shall
| tell you?” (17) During the rest of the seven days of the
feast she continued to harass him with her tears, and on
the seventh day he told her, because she nagged him so.
And she explained the riddle to her countrymen.
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8: Communication and covenant

Judges 15:9-20

(9) The Philistines came up, pitched camp in Judah and
spread out over Lehi...(15) He came upon a fresh jawbone
of an ass and he picked it up; and with it he killed a
thousand men. (16) Then Samson said: “With the jaw of
an ass, Mass upon mass! With the jaw of an ass | have
slain a thousand men.” (17) As he finished speaking, he
threw the jawbone away; hence that place was called
Ramath-lehi. (18) He was very thirsty and he called to the
LORD, “You Yourself have granted this great victory
through Your servant; and must | now die of thirst and fall
into the hands of the uncircumcised?” (19) So God split
open the hollow which is at Lehi, and the water gushed
out of it; he drank, regained his strength, and revived.
That is why it is called to this day “En-hakkore of Lehi.”
(20) He led Israel in the days of the Philistines for twenty
years.

Judges 16:23-30

(23) Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to offer a
great sacrifice to their god Dagon and to make merry.
They chanted,“Our god has delivered into our hands

Our enemy Samson.”.. (26) And Samson said to the boy
who was leading him by the hand, “Let go of me and let
me feel the pillars that the temple rests upon, that | may
lean on them.” (27) Now the temple was full of men and
women; all the lords of the Philistines were there, and
there were some three thousand men and women on the
roof watching Samson dance. (28) Then Samson called to
the LORD, “O Lord GOD! Please remember me, and give
me strength just this once, O God, to take revenge of the
Philistines, if only for one of my two eyes.” (29) He
embraced the two middle pillars that the temple rested
upon, one with his right arm and one with his left, and
leaned against them; (30) Samson cried, “Let me die with
the Philistines!” and he pulled with all his might. The
temple came crashing down on the lords and on all the
people in it. Those who were slain by him as he died
outnumbered those who had been slain by him when he
lived.

(31) ..He had led Israel for twenty years.
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