Ruth at the Intersection of stories

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * June 22" 2021 * Storytelling and the rise of Kings lesson #4

1: Intertextuality
David M. Gunn and Donna Nolan Fewell, Narrative in the Hebrew Bible, 107:

Meaning sometimes emerges through association — and association is often in the eye of

the beholder. Like a needle returning to pick up thread, a plot can loop around and

reconnect, stitching intricate patterns of meaning. The reader, attentive to similar colors

and textures, may be able to see the larger pattern.

2: A tale of devastation
Ruth 1:1-5
(1) In the days when the chieftains ruled, there was a
famine in the land; and a man of Bethlehem in Judah,
with his wife and two sons, went to reside in the country
of Moab. (2) The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s
name was Naomi, and his two sons were named Mahlon
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and Chilion—Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. They
came to the country of Moab and remained there. (3)
Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left
with her two sons. (4) They married Moabite women,
one named Orpah and the other Ruth, and they lived
there about ten years. (5) Then those two—Mahlon and
Chilion—also died; so the woman was left without her
two sons and without her husband.

Ruth 1:19-21

(19) and the two went on until they reached Bethlehem.
When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole city buzzed
with excitement over them. The women said, “Can this
be Naomi?” (20) “Do not call me Naomi,” she replied.

“Call me Mara, for Shaddai has made my lot very bitter.

(21) I went away full, and the LORD has brought me
back empty. How can you call me Naomi, when the

LORD has dealt harshly with me, when Shaddai has
brought misfortune upon me!”
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3. Precedents in Judges

Judges 1:1-3
(1) After the death of Joshua, the Israelites inquired of

the LORD, “Which of us shall be the first to go up
against the Canaanites and attack them?”” (2) The
LORD replied, “Let [the tribe of] Judah go up. I now
deliver the land into their hands.” (3) Judah then said
to their brother-tribe Simeon, “Come up with us to
our allotted territory and let us attack the Canaanites,
and then we will go with you to your allotted
territory.” So Simeon joined them.

Judges 17:7-8
(7) There was a young man from Bethlehem of Judah,

from the clan seat of Judah; he was a Levite and had
resided there as a sojourner. (8) This man had left the
town of Bethlehem of Judah to take up residence
wherever he could find a place. On his way, he came
to the house of Micah in the hill country of Ephraim.

Judges 18:1
(1) In those days there was no king in Israel,

and in those days the tribe of Dan was
seeking a territory in which to settle; for to
that day no territory had fallen to their lot
among the tribes of Israel.

Judges 8:5-6
(5) He said to the people of Succoth, “Please give

some loaves of bread to the men who are following
me, for they are famished, and | am pursuing Zebah
and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.” (6) But the
officials of Succoth replied, “Are Zebah and
Zalmunna already in your hands, that we should
give bread to your troops?”

Judges 18:18-19

(18) while those men entered Micah’s house and
took the sculptured image, the molten image, the
ephod, and the household gods. The priest said to
them, “What are you doing?” (19) But they said to
him, “Be quiet; put your hand on your mouth!
Come with us and be our father and priest. Would
you rather be priest to one man’s household or be
priest to a tribe and clan in Israel?”
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4: Older precedents

Genesis 13:1-13

(1) From Egypt, Abram went up into the Negeb,
with his wife and all that he possessed, together
with Lot....(4) the site of the altar that he had
built there at first; and there Abram invoked the
LORD by name... (6) so that the land could not
support them staying together; for their
possessions were so great that they could not
remain together. (7) And there was quarreling
between the herdsmen of Abram’s cattle and
those of Lot’s cattle—The Canaanites and
Perizzites were then dwelling in the land.— (8)
Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife
between you and me, between my herdsmen and
yours, for we are kinsmen. (9) Is not the whole
land before you? Let us separate: if you go north,
I will go south; and if you go south, | will go
north.” (10) Lot looked about him and saw how
well watered was the whole plain of the Jordan,
all of it—this was before the LORD had
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah—all the way to
Zoar, like the garden of the LORD, like the land

of Egypt. (11) So Lot chose for himself the whole

plain of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward.
Thus they parted from each other; (12) Abram
remained in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled
in the cities of the Plain, pitching his tents near
Sodom. (13) Now the inhabitants of Sodom were
very wicked sinners against the LORD.

Deuteronomy 23:4-5

(4) No Ammonite or Moabite shall be admitted
into the congregation of the LORD; none of their
descendants, even in the tenth generation, shall
ever be admitted into the congregation of the
LORD, (5) because they did not meet you with
food and water on your journey after you left
Egypt, and because they hired Balaam son of
Beor, from Pethor of Aram-naharaim, to curse
you.—
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5: The turning point

Ruth 1:8-18

(8) But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-
law, “Turn back, each of you to her mother’s
house. May the LORD deal kindly with you,
as you have dealt with the dead and with me!
(9) May the LORD grant that each of you
find security in the house of a husband!” And
she kissed them farewell. They broke into
weeping (10) and said to her, “No, we will
return with you to your people.” (11) But
Naomi replied, “Turn back, my daughters!
Why should you go with me? Have | any
more sons in my body who might be
husbands for you? (12) Turn back, my
daughters, for | am too old to be married.
Even if | thought there was hope for me, even
if I were married tonight and | also bore sons,
(13) should you wait for them to grow up?
Should you on their account debar yourselves
from marriage? Oh no, my daughters! My lot
is far more bitter than yours, for the hand of
the LORD has struck out against me.” (14)
They broke into weeping again, and Orpah
kissed her mother-in-law farewell. But Ruth
clung to her. (15) So she said, “See, your
sister-in-law has returned to her people and
her gods. Go follow your sister-in-law.”

(16) But Ruth replied, “Do not urge me to
leave you, to turn back and not follow you.
For wherever you go, | will go; wherever you
lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my
people, and your God my God. (17) Where
you die, | will die, and there | will be buried.
Thus and more may the LORD do to me if
anything but death parts me from you.”

(18) When [Naomi] saw how determined she
was to go with her, she ceased to argue with
her;
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6. The way up
Ruth 2:8-12
(8) Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen to me, daughter. Don’t
go to glean in another field. Don’t go elsewhere, but
stay here close to my girls. (9) Keep your eyes on the
field they are reaping, and follow them. | have ordered
the men not to molest you. And when you are thirsty,
go to the jars and drink some of [the water] that the
men have drawn.”

(10) She prostrated herself with her face to the ground,
and said to him, “Why are you so kind as to single me
out, when I am a foreigner?”

(11) Boaz said in reply, “I have been told of all that you
did for your mother-in-law after the death of your
husband, how you left your father and mother and the
land of your birth and came to a people you had not
known before. (12) May the LORD reward your deeds.
May you have a full recompense from the LORD, the
God of Israel, under whose wings you have sought
refuge!”

Ruth 4:9-12

(9) And Boaz said to the elders and to the rest of the
people, “You are witnesses today that I am acquiring
from Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that
belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. (10) I am also
acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as my
wife, so as to perpetuate the name of the deceased upon
his estate, that the name of the deceased may not
disappear from among his kinsmen and from the gate
of his home town. You are witnesses today.”

(11) All the people at the gate and the elders answered,
“We are. May the LORD make the woman who is
coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, both of
whom built up the House of Israel! Prosper in
Ephrathah and perpetuate your name in Bethlehem!
(12) And may your house be like the house of Perez
whom Tamar bore to Judah—through the offspring
which the LORD will give you by this young woman.”
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7. A history of namelessness

Judges 13:2
(2) There was a certain man from

Zorah, of the stock of Dan, whose name
was Manoah. His wife was barren and
had borne no children.

Judges 17:1-2

(1) There was a man in the hill country
of Ephraim whose name was Micah. (2)
He said to his mother, “The eleven
hundred shekels of silver that were
taken from you, so that you uttered an
imprecation which you repeated in my
hearing—I have that silver; I took it.”
“Blessed of the LORD be my son,” said
his mother.

Judges 19:1
(1) In those days, when there was no

king in Israel, a Levite residing at the
other end of the hill country of Ephraim
took to himself a concubine from
Bethlehem in Judah.

Ruth 2:6

(6) The servant in charge of the reapers
replied, “She is a Moabite girl who
came back with Naomi from the
country of Moab.
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8. A new hope

| Samuel 1:1-8

(1) There was a man from Ramathaim of
the Zuphites, in the hill country of
Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of
Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu son of
Zuph, an Ephraimite. (2) He had two
wives, one named Hannah and the other
Peninnah; Peninnah had children, but
Hannah was childless.

(3) This man used to go up from his town
every year to worship and to offer sacrifice
to the LORD of Hosts at Shiloh.—Hophni
and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were
priests of the LORD there.

(4) One such day, Elkanah offered a
sacrifice. He used to give portions to his
wife Peninnah and to all her sons and
daughters; (5) but to Hannah he would
give one portion only—though Hannah
was his favorite—for the LORD had
closed her womb. (6) Moreover, her rival,
to make her miserable, would taunt her
that the LORD had closed her womb. (7)
This happened year after year: Every time
she went up to the House of the LORD,
the other would taunt her, so that she wept
and would not eat.

(8) Her husband Elkanah said to her,
“Hannah, why are you crying and why
aren’t you eating? Why are you so sad?
Am | not more devoted to you than ten
sons?”’

N-NCN N PRI

7R D1 DN TN WK (N)
NYT"2N"12 077713 M9 fowi o7aN
001 °AYI?) (2) 079N T2
197 77 A8 MWD Oy M nnX oy
(17797 PN A NPT

72 1 0o 177y RITT WO TP (3)
Ot 2w NINIE M2 A2 NINAYT?
{11177 03713 O3 180 Y9y "1

13307 fnn mapen nam o o ()
a1 (7) nign TN 7732727 InwR
M) AR TINNN 22 D7EN NN 130 1

O¥203 ANIR ANPYR (1) +ARMY )0
(1) 7RI TY2 M 0™ MY May3
M PATANDY 0 MY MY Ay I

DN NDY 1971 mI0von 1

3920 7 731 ALK TR A TN ()
"3 NIP TP I KD R )
0713 TILYR 77 21p



https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.1.1-8
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.1.1-8

