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Genesis 1-2 and the Birthplace of Human Connections
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Course description:
The book of Genesis explores the most primal of human relationships even as it documents
the dawn of humanity’s relationship with God Himself. What can the first tell us about the
latter? How do both types of relationships balance love with liberty, or being a part of
something bigger than the self with being apart, unique, and therefore free?

The course will explore the complex families of Genesis and the evolution of both love
and liberty in human interactions, and ask where they meet our own lived experience, and
how they shape the covenant to come.

1: Whose story is it?

Genesis 1:1-5 T=NON NPWNRA2
(1) When God began to create heaven . ; .
and earth— (2) the earth being DRw NN D’ﬂbg N2 N°WR2 (R)
unformed and void, with darkness over 371213710 N7 YINTY (2) 7INT DX

the surface of the deep and a wind from 0%ToN M7 03N 21972y quUm
God sweeping over the water— (3) God - o - _{_) o
said, “Let there be light”; and there was AN (3) <0237 21272y NANN

light. (4) God saw that the light was N1 (7) N7 N 0T D"fl"?rf

good, and God separated the light from 075K 5797 29073 IR AR 07N
the darkness. (5) God called the light "L)"" 1? T TR ”"L)'"

Day, and the darkness He called Night. NP2 (1) +WNT P21 IR 173
And there was evening and there was N7 N7 qwn?) 0 iR 1 0779

morning, a first day. (D) “TAX Oi? P 1T

Peter Guber, “The Four Truths of the Storyteller”’, HBR:

Every storyteller is in the expectations-management business.



https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.1-5
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.1-5

2. Humanity as God’s object

Genesis 1:24-27
(24) God said, “Let the earth bring forth

every kind of living creature: cattle, creeping
things, and wild beasts of every kind.” And it

was s0. (25) God made wild beasts of every

kind and cattle of every kind, and all kinds of

creeping things of the earth. And God saw
that this was good. (26) And God said, “Let

us make man in our image, after our likeness.

They shall rule the fish of the sea, the birds
of the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all
the creeping things that creep on earth.” (27)
And God created man in His image, in the
image of God He created him; male and
female He created them.

Genesis 1:28-2:3

(28) God blessed them and God said to
them, “Be fertile and increase, fill the earth
and master it; and rule the fish of the sea,
the birds of the sky, and all the living things
that creep on earth.” (29) God said, “See, I
give you every seed-bearing plant that is
upon all the earth, and every tree that has
seed-bearing fruit; they shall be yours for
food. (30) And to all the animals on land, to
all the birds of the sky, and to everything
that creeps on earth, in which there is the
breath of life, [I give] all the green plants for
food.” And it was so. (31) And God saw all
that He had made, and found it very good.
And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day. (1) The heaven and
the earth were finished, and all their array.
(2) On the seventh day God finished the
work that He had been doing, and He ceased
on the seventh day from all the work that He
had done. (3) And God blessed the seventh
day and declared it holy, because on it God
ceased from all the work of creation that He
had done.
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3: the first crack

Genesis 1:11-12 979NN MOYNT2

(11) And God said, “Let the earth sprout PN : S o (v
vegetation: seed-bearing plants, fruit trees of RWT VINT RYTH D7T2R RN (K°)

every kind on earth that bear fruit with the n%™8 Ny o vy v v Ay

seed in it.” And it was so. (12) The earth (2%) 127771 PARAOY 127571 WK
brought forth vegetation: seed-bearing plants , Vg ooEn s T T T
of every kind, and trees of every kind W’DI? YN YO WY RWT VNI N¥iM)
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God N2 9727107 1279971 WX Ry v
saw that this was good. 7303 O°ON

4: Not yet

Genesis 2:4-7 -T2 NOWNAA
(4) Such is the story of heaven and earth .
when they were created. When the LORD OXA2T 7T B2wi ms_f‘?m ”bN (M)

God made earth and heaven— (5) when no (M) -0°pW) YN 092K M nigpy ol

shrub of the field was yet on earth and no :1?27}7"731 P2 TP O T T 159
grasses of the field had yet sprouted, B wE L w e L sE e

because the LORD God had not sent rain T oA N?*3 MY 0 AT9T
upon the earth and there was no man to till NN T2Y7 1R QTN PIRTTOY DOON

the soil, (6) but a flow would well up from SoUiT PN S5V TR (1) TN
the ground and water the whole surface of TRYT PIRTTIR T2 TN (1) TRINT

the earth— (7) the LORD God formed man 072X M2 %1 (1) +1RTR7™327227 NN
from the dust of the earth. He blew into his ORI M%) TRINT™N 19y OINI NN

I’lO_S'[rI|S the_ breath of life, and man became 70 WD OINGT 27 01 N
a living being. . = ¢ =GR L LR

Time and the Art of Living, Robert Grudin, 17:

What do | mean by “locked in time”? | mean, first of all, that we characteristically view mobile
phenomena in immobile terms. We see processes like love and education as established
circumstances rather than as complex temporal organisms whose lives depend on regular
nourishment and renewal. Conversely, we tend to accept our own fear, weakness and ignorance as
chronic disabilities rather than facing them, as we should, with the awareness that they are
temporary and surmountable. Like still cameras, our minds consistently convert motion into stasis.
In our language about time we resort to rocklike absolutisms — creation, completion, means, end,
permanence, annihilation — terms whose static and extreme implications make them poor
approximations of history and experience... We have little use at all for that most subtle and
suggestive of words, renewal.
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5: Interruptions as a Feature

Genesis 2:8-15

(8) The LORD God planted a garden in
Eden, in the east, and placed there the
man whom He had formed. (9) And from
the ground the LORD God caused to
grow every tree that was pleasing to the
sight and good for food, with the tree of
life in the middle of the garden, and the
tree of knowledge of good and bad...(15)
The LORD God took the man and placed
him in the garden of Eden, to till it and
tend it.

Genesis 2:16-17

(16) And the LORD God commanded the
man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden
you are free to eat; (17) but as for the tree
of knowledge of good and bad, you must

not eat of it; for as soon as you eat of it, you

shall die.”

Genesis 2:18-20

(18) The LORD God said, “It is not good
for man to be alone; I will make a fitting
helper for him.” (19) And the LORD God
formed out of the earth all the wild beasts
and all the birds of the sky, and brought
them to the man to see what he would call
them; and whatever the man called each
living creature, that would be its name.
(20) And the man gave names to all the
cattle and to the birds of the sky and to all
the wild beasts; but for Adam no fitting
helper was found.
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Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Family Redeemed:

It is one story. The planting of Paradise, the command, and the naming of the animals are relevant events
which cast a light upon and are relevant to the creation of Eve. The Torah had to tell us the story of the
creation of woman in installments, advising us about other events that happened which are indispensable for
understanding the drama of man. (5-6)
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6: The value of loneliness
Erich Fromm, The Art of Loving, 7-9:
ANY THEORY of love must begin with a theory of man, of human existence. While we find
love, or rather, the equivalent of love, in animals, their attachments are mainly part of
their instinctual equipment; only remnants of this instinctual equipment can be seen
operating in man. What is essential in the existence of man is the fact that he has emerged
from the animal kingdom, from instinctive adaptation, that he has transcended nature —
although he never leaves it; he is a part of it — and yet once torn away from nature, he
cannot return to it; once thrown out of paradise — a state of original oneness with nature
— cherubim with flaming swords block his way, if he should try to return. Man can only go
forward by developing his reason, by finding a new harmony, a human one, instead of the
prehumen harmony which is irretrievably lost... Man is gifted with reason; he is life being
aware of itself; he has awareness of
himself, of his fellow man, of his past, and of the possibilities of his future. This awareness
of himself as a separate entity... is, indeed, the source of all anxiety. The deepest need of
man, then, is the need to overcome his separateness, to leave the prison of his aloneness.
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Family Redeemed:

When he begins to wonder what nature is and tries to understand it, he abandons the
identity and unity of man and his environment and finds himself encountering it as a

stranger and outsider. At this point man discovers in himself an incommensurability with
nature... he views nature not from withing but from without... When man breaks with
immediacy and takes a look at nature from a distance, he encounters a reality which is not
only outside of himself but also opposed to him. He is required to venture into an alien
sphere. (19- 20)

7: The tree
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Family Redeemed:

Where is the critical boundary to be found, the line which separates cosmic man from
persona... a non-reflective life from a meditative existence? At which point did Adam make
the leap into the new ontological dimension, the new dimension of being?... the Biblical
story has singled out two turning points. (9-10)

The more significant turning point, however, is not the birth of human fantasy but the
confrontation with God’s moral will, which resulted in the birth of a moral awareness of
man’s own... Natural man turned into metaphysical man the very moment a heavy load
was placed upon his frail shoulders... The transition from natura to persona occurs at the
very instant man agrees to take defeat at the hand of God... The first law of limitation was
given to Adam before the emergence of Eve, and referred to the world order. Abiding by
this law in our contact with impersonal reality qualifies and trains the self to live in
accord with this principle of limitation also in dealing with the other self. (11-15)




8: Face to face

Genesis 2:18 9.2 MOWNTS
(18) The LORD God said, “It is not good for o 9im-N5 OIS o e gmrFoy (1
man to be alone; I will make a fitting helper NP PR DR A7 RN (1)

for him.” T3 Y TP PYN 1727 DN

Rashi on Genesis 2:18:2 Im . m9.0m FOINTS by 9"
(2) v 71y A HELP MEET FOR HIM — (12 literally, .
N7 571Y - 1121 3720 Y (2)

opposite, opposed to him) If he is worthy she shall be a
help to him; if he is unworthy she shall be opposed to :ON?I7 1D - 1
him, to fight him (Yevamot 63a).

Bereishit Rabbah 8 ' EeE NS

Said R’ Yirmiyah ben Elazar: In the hour when : : : Soams 5
the Holy One created the first human, He created NT7IW YT NYIN 1D 77 °27 1IN

him [as] an androgyne/androginos, as it is said, JIWNRTT DTN DN RIT N2 WITRI
“male and female He created them”. Said R’ 2°137 K37 KT ,IND2 DI ATIN
Shmuel bar Nachmani: In the hour when the S T
Holy One created the first human, He created ON72 M2PN 721 :(2,71 N°WRA)
[for] him a double-face/di-prosopon/ du- NYW3 L1001 02 PN 027 N
par’tsufin, and sawed him and made him backs, g iy i pph -
a back here and a back [t]here, as it is said, _ i NN RT3 Wﬂm' N.j;ltp
“Back/achor and before/qedem You formed me” 17011, IN72 D°D1%72 7 , NN
[Ps 139:5]. JNDD 2311807 23,0723 IR

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Family Redeemed:

The uniqueness of man-persona expresses itself in the mysterium magnum which no one except
God can penetrate. In order to escape loneliness, man-absconditus had to meet woman-mystery.
They have a lot in common... However, they are also different... The [-awareness in Adam is
totally incomprehensible to Eve, and vice-versa. Each of them has a secret which neither will ever
betray. Man-persona and Woman-persona resemble each other and at the same time do not
understand each other. She is ezer ke-negdo, his helper and his opponent at the same time. For man
and woman differ not only psychologically as male and female, of whom the first account of
creation tells us, but also spiritually and personality-wise... Because the woman is not the shadow
of man but an independent persona, because the woman projects a totally different existential
image, her companionship helps man to liberate himself from his loneliness. In the interpersonalistic
existential tension both man and woman find redemption. (21-22)
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9: The first couple

Genesis 2:21-25 9. NS0 MOWNTD

(21) So the LORD God cast a deep sleep ) ;
upon the man; and, while he slept, He %y TN D’ﬂb?f mfn?q?@?] (X3)

took one of his ribs and closed up the N30%1 VNYRER NON MR WM OING
flesh at that spot. (22) And the LORD | DoT5K 17127 (2D) FIRnD 3

God fashioned the rib that He had taken , i . i
from the man into a woman: and He MYR? DINTTT MR WK 280X

brought her to the man. (23) Then the "njgl,j‘“jpwl (32) ’D.-Ii{.':"b?f NI
man said, “This one at last Is bone of my mipan T3 YN nxy 0y5H NN

bones And flesh of my flesh. This one N , . .
shall be called Woman, For from man I ”UE? WK1 °2 MUN K2 nm’?

was she taken.” (24) Hence a man leaves "IN PANTIN W’N':W:‘];}'by (72)

his father and mother and clings to his , : 15y S niag s s,
wife, so that they become one flesh. (25) T Wi:’? ! Ul\mtém.:} AT AN
The two of them were naked, the man OING D°m17y OPIw 17 (72)

and his wife, yet they felt no shame. AWYAN? K71 IAUR)

Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg, The Murmuring Deep:

Problems, crisis, conflict, instability — these are the very substance of narrative... narrative
is often radically at odds with the utopian state of closure... Miller argues that “closure”
and “narratability” are essentially in conflict... Such a fiction, then, is a “perverse” project,
since it longs to eliminate the narratable... Since “only insufficiencies, defaults, deferrals,
can be ‘told’,” the very idea of a narrative of happiness is put in question. For to bring the
narrative to a state of fulfillment is, virtually, to end it. (354-256)

%k %k %k
...this world is the world of narrative, while the hereafter represents closure... Narrative
and closure are incongruous worlds; but they yearn for each other. In the world of
narrative, ultimate meanings are veiled; desires and fears, multiple possibilities, suspense,
insufficiency keep the story going. But when the end comes, nothing further can develop;
all is arrested in the condition to which its turbulent history has brought it. (357)

Mark Twain, The Diaries of Adam and Eve:

"Wherever she was, there was Eden."
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