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Outline of what’s to come

What is “the academic study of Bible”?

1. Peshat

2. Context, context, context

3. Use of all available sources

4. Source criticism

Where do the “dangers” lie?

A case study in source criticism: the laws of the Hebrew slave
1. The female slave

2. Reasons for slavery and the length of servitude

3. The y¥7m ritual



Inconsistencies in the Torah’s slave laws

* The six-year slave: male only (mnw) or female too (0»217)?
* How long a slave? Six years (mMnw and 02127 ) or until yovel (R9pn)?
* Where is the slave “marked”? Temple(?) (nnw) or the door (D»27)?

* Gifts upon exit (as in D»27)?
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Part 1: 92y T2y

1. Shall work six years, go out *wan in the seventh

2. If he comes alone, he leaves alone; if he comes married, his wife is manumitted
with him

3. Case of marrying while indentured: wife and children remain indentured

4. Option of staying beyond year 6: pierce the ear at the elohim and he stays
forever

Part 2: NN
1. A girl sold by her father as an nnX does not go out “the same way as the nr1ay”
2. Even if not favored by the master, he may not sell her

3. If she is betrothed to the master’s son, she shall be treated with the same laws
as any bride

4. (Even) If he marries another, he must provide IRWw, MoI, and NNy
5. Otherwise, she goes free for no payment



N2 RPN
* [First half of na pa: all is well, NVNIWY every seven years and 51y every fifty.]

* Second half: when things go wrong
1. If a kinsman sells his field (25:25-28)
2. If a kinsman takes a loan (25:35-38)
3. If a kinsman sells himself to you (25:39-46)
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. Whether a slave is male or female — they work six years, out »wanin the seventh
. Do not release them empty-handed, but instead provide gifts

. Remember that you, too, were slaves!

. If he wants to stay, pierce the ear at the door and he will be a slave forever.

. Females too!

. This should not be difficult because 975w 95v Nwn



Use of ’5 and DR in D"0awn
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“Polar cases with maximal variation”

- Barry L. Eichler, “Literary Structure in the Laws of Eshnunna,” in Language, Literature, and History: Philological and Historical
Studies Presented to Erica Reiner (ed. Francesca Rochberg-Halton; New Haven: Yale University Press, 1987), 71-84

Laws of Eshnunna (c. 1800 BCE)

§53: a previously innocent ox (on MW) that gores another ox
to death

§54: an ox known to be a gorer (TN W) that gores a human
to death

What about the on 1w that gores a person, or the 7vi» 1w that gores an ox?



Exod 21:2-11 in tabular form

Verse Text Conditional particle

Sub-condition Main condition
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11 40 PR DIN RN DR)




Structure of N> RIp"N, 25-54
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Three types of slavery in biblical Israel

1. Wife Slavery: A daughter sold by her father to work and then be married into her new

household.

2. Debt Slavery 1 (voluntary indentured servitude): An individual can simply have a string of poor
agricultural yields and find himself with no money with which to buy seeds to plant for next year
or food to feed his family now, and may decide therefore to sell himself as a slave rather than

starving to death.

3. Debt Slavery 2 (involuntary servitude): An individual owes debts, either incurred through loans
or through theft. Although he may hope to regain his financial footing, the creditors or courts

have decided that time is up, and he is sold into slavery to pay his debt.



1. Wife slavery: Exodus 21:7-11

2. Debt Slavery 1: Exodus 22:1-2: nana 92101 1% PR-DR“if he does not have it, he

shall be sold because of his theft,” and Leviticus 25:39-43.

3. Debt slavery 2: appears in a story in 2 Kings 4, where a woman complains to
Elisha that her God-fearing husband has died, and 15 »1%’ "1¥-NR NNRY R2 NYIM
D>7aY7“the creditor is going to come to take my two sons as slaves!” (4:1-2), and

Exodus 21.



R 177771 'ON T RNYON

72103 RYR 72T0 R IN ....72TN 2191 IN2233 5P PT N3 99032 .073Y TIY MIPN 09
NN RN DR INXY 1210 70 (09,03 ) T2-1202) T2Y PNR TN IR RINWI 2IN0XY

3270 2397 NI HY 1T N2 19012 2772Y TIY MIPN D IMY Tindn

Rashbam on Exodus 21:2:

JIN2332 9900, PR DRYY,21ON9TD 7270 1IN0 1T N2 11902 — aY Tay MIpn )

77331 79 9901 PAR TN’ 13”7 2190 13 NWIAL 1N INVIY INRY 19N YR

J77 D2 9MA0N2 — “TaY? DY VYWY IMIR RIN IR 7N TIayr Harn mv Ty” ia ond



a0 YN

1197327 921723 DIV INYY IR NP TOW DI NIP MY TIY :3,R PVITH MV
403

ADIRN DNIYD PPN INRY DR MTAY NN 2909 PYIIINT IR 0 L,R POVITH RNADIN
15N DY TAYN TW 7151 1370 1M DNIVH NRY MYND DR 2NN



Outstanding questions

1. DNSRN SR JWNM?

s this related to the mna an’n (Mishnah Zevahim 14:4-8: 7Tayy mMamn NinNan 10 19wVNN opIin ROW T [71]
... 1IN2N 1IORI 1HVY IR [] ... MNIN MM 939Y IRA [N] ... DN NTIAYY MINAN ITORI 1H9VNRN DPINYN MTD1a
N TIY DNY 71°0 RYI NINAN 10X DHYWITPY IRA [N].MNAN 1IN PIYAID anh Ra [1])?

2. Why does 07127 only have npayn?

3. Etc.



