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The structure of this kina is based on the fifth chapter of Eikha. The first eighteen verses are
rlyming couplets, corresponding to the first eighiteen verses of the chapter. The first stich of
each couplet is the opening phrase of the verse in Eikha, while the second expands the idea
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1

expressed in that verse. Each stich ends with an expression of lament (“Oh!” or “Oh! What has
become of us!”). The last four lines are the last four verses of the Megilla.

13! Remember, God, what has happened to us, Oh!
See and take heed of our shame,

Oh! What has become of us!
HJ{'_I‘ZQ; Our possessions have been turned over to foreigners, Oh!
Our homes to strangers,

Oh! What has become of us!
D'Rin! We have become orphans with no father, Oh!
Our mothers lament in the month of Av,

Oh! What has become of us!
1112 We were forced to purchase water, Oh!
Because we dishonored the water libation,

" Oh! What has become of us!

179 ‘We were hounded at our necks, Oh!

Because we hounded others hatefully,
Oh! What has become of us!

0¥ We extended our hands to Egypt for help, Oh!
But Assyria grasped us as a hunter would his prey,

Oh! What has become of us!
112K Our fathers sinned and are no longer, Oh!
But we suffer for their sins,

Oh! What has become of us!

073 Slaves rule over us, Oh!

Because we failed to free our slaves,
Oh! What has become of us!

133 We must risk our lives to obtain our bread, Oh!
Because we prevented our hands from giving to the poor,

Oh! What has become of us!

11y Our skin has shriveled as from an oven’s heat, _ % & Oh!
Because we exchanged His glory forscandal,« , -

0
Y

Oh! What has become of us!

Lam. s:1
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0" Our enemies violated women in Zion, Oh!
Because we each defiled our neighbor’s wife,

Oh! What has become of us!

D" Our princes were hung by their hands, Oh!
Because they robbed and cheated the poor,

Oh! What has become of us!

01112 Our young men were forced to carry millstones, Oh!
Because they frequented the house of the harlot,

Oh! What has become of us!

011 Our elders were dislodged from the gates of judgment, Oh!
Because they perverted justice for the widow and orphan,

Oh! What has become of us!

Naw Joy was dispelled from our heart, Oh!
Because we abandoned our pilgrimages to Jerusalem,

Oh! What has become of us!

n‘g;g The crown has fallen from our heads, Oh!
For our Holy Temple has been burnt,

Oh! What has become of us!
'73_1 It is for this that our hearts are pained, Oh!
For the honor of our cherished House is gone,

Oh! What has become of us!
'71_1 Thus is Mount Zion desolate, Oh!
For an abominable idol has been placed on it,

Oh! What has become of us!

7nK But You, O LoRb, are enthroned forever,

Your throne endures through the ages.

Why have You forgotten us utterly, forsaken us for all time?
Take us back, O Lorp, to Yourself, and let us come back;
renew our days as of old!

For truly, You have rejected us, bitterly raged against us.
Take us back, O LoRrp, to Yourself, and let us come back;
renew our days as of old!

Lam. 5:19-22

Lam. s:21
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4

This kina was written by Rabbi Solomon ibn Gabirol (Spain, 1021-1058). In Ezekiel chapter
23, the kingdoms of Israel and Judea are depicted as two unfaithful wives, Ohola and Oholiva
This kina is writfen as a conversation between them, and concludes with a prayer to God to
have mercy on them.
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Samaria [the ten tribes of Israel, “Ohola"] proclaimed,
“My sins have caught up with me! My children have left me for another land!"
And Oholiva [ Jerusalem, Judah] screamed in response,
“My palaces are in flames!” And Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me””

b [Samaria answered,] “You cannot equate your plight to mine!
Can your downfall compare to my collapse?
1, Ohola, acted with spite and treachery;
my betrayal opposed me, and my rebellion accused me.
In a few short days, I paid my debt, and the Assyrian king devoured my fruits.
He stripped me bare of my treasures and jewels,
and carried off my captives to Halah and Habor.
So be still, Choliva, don’t cry as 1 do;
your years endured, but my years did not!”
And Oholiva screamed in response, “My palaces are in flames!”
“The Lorp has forsaken me.”

7129n Oholiva responded, “I, too, was perverse

and betrayed the Companion of my Youth just as you did.

So be still, Ohola, as I recall my anguish.

You wandered but once; while I, many times.

Iwas entrapped by Chaldean hands

and descended to Babylon as a destitute prisoner.

The Temple of which I was so proud was burned.

After seventy years in Babylon, I was remembered

and returned to Zion to found my Temple yet again.

But this time, too, I was not long entrenched

before Rome snatched me, and I was almost no more,

for my multitudes were scattered to distant lands.”
And Oholiva screamed in response, “My palaces are in flames!”
And Zion said, “The Loro has forsaken me.”

bir He who pities the poor, take pity on their plight!

See their desolation and lengthy exile.

Do not be implacably angry, but remember their lowliness.

Remember not their foolish iniquities forever.

Mend their fissures, soothe their grief, for You are their Hope and their Hero.
Renew our days like the days long gone,

as You have spoken, “The Lorp rebuilds Jerusalem.”

Is. 49:14

Ps.147:2
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This kina, whicl concludes the night kinot, is a very ancient one. It is framed by verses of
pleading for the redemption and rebuilding of Jerusalem. Each of the twelve signs of the Zodiac
is mentioned, based on the Talmud (Hagiga sb) which describes how, after the destruction of
the Temples, even the heavenly hosts joined in mourning with Israel.
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How long must Zion cry and Jerusalem mourn?
Pity Zion, rebuild the walls of Jerusalem!

& Then, because of our sins, the Sanctuary was destroyed;

because of our sins, the Temple was burned.

2 Jerusalem’s heavenly counterpart arranged to mourn,

while the stars in the sky lamented.

1 Jacob’s tribes wept bitterly.

"

o

The constellations dripped tears.

The banners of Jeshurun were shrouded.

Pleiades and Orion dimmed their glow.

Forefathers pleaded, but God would not hear;

children wailed, but Father did not respond.

Moses’ protest was sounded on high,

but the Faithful Shepherd turned a deaf ear.

The sacred seed [the Jews] wore sackcloth;

the angels in heaven donned sackcloth too.

The sun darkened, the moon was dim,

the stars and planets withheld their shine.

Aries [corresponding to Nisan], first in the constellations, wept bitterly,
for her lambs were led to slaughter.

Taurus [corresponding to Iyar] bellowed up above,

for we were pursued from behind.

Gemini [corresponding to Sivan] seemed torn asunder,

for the blood of brothers was spilled like water.

Cancer [corresponding to Tammuz] clambered to the shore
while we were faint with thirst.

The heavens trembled at Leo’s [corresponding to Av] roar,
but our roaring prayers never reached those heavens.

Young virgins were killed and also young lads.

No wonder that Virgo [corresponding to Elul] is darkened in gloom.
Libra [corresponding to Tishrei] tipped her scales, yet prayed
for those who chose death over a life of woe.

Scorpio [corresponding to Heshvan] was overcome with fear and shuddering,

for the Protector Himself condemned us to sword and hunger.
Our eyes overflowed with streams of tears;

the hope of Sagittarius’ [corresponding to Kislev] rainbow was denied us.

60

Ps. 102:14

Song. 2:12
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¥ Water flowed plentifully above our head,
but even Aquarius’ [corresponding to Shevat] bucket left our palates dry.
P The sacrifices we offered were not accepted;
under Capricorn [corresponding to Tevet],
the goats, the sin-offerings, ended.
7 When compassionate mothers cooked their own children,
Pisces [corresponding to Adar] averted her eyes.
¥ We ignored the Sabbath with our wayward hearts,
so God ignored whatever merits we had.
1 You will one day again take up Zion's cause with zeal,
and once more illuminate the populous city
with the light of Your splendor.

The congregation stands and the Leader says the following:
O Pity Zion as You have spoken.
Make her firm as You gave Your word.
7725 Hasten salvation, hurry redemption.
And return to Jerusalem with great compassion.

N33 As is written by the hand of Your prophet: “Therefore, thus says the Zech.
LOR.D L have returned to Jerusalem with mercies, My House shall be rebuilt RIEs
in it, says the LorD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth over Jerusalem.

And it is said: “Proclaim further, saying, Thus says the LoRD of hosts: My

cities shall again overflow with prosperity; and the LORD shall yet comfort

Zjon, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.” And it is said: “For the LORD shall Isst3
comfort Zion: He will comfort all her waste places; and He will make her
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lorp; joy and
gladness shall be found in it, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.”
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