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The bridge between sections 2&3 of Devarim — The
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The Tochacha

Devarim (Ki Tavo) Vayikra
(Bechukotai)
Spoken by Moshe Spoken by Hashem
1*" person singular 2" person mo _
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Cursed shall you be in the city and cursed shall you I will set My face against you: you shall be
be in the country. routed by your enemies, and your foes shall
SANIRYRHI NIV N dominate you. You shall flee though none
Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. pursues.
(Devarim 28:15-16) (Vayikra 26:17)
Ends with return to 41 Ends with 2N
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M will send you back to Egypt in galleys, by a I will remember in their favor the covenant
route which I told you you should not see again. with the ancients, whom I freed from the land
There you shall offer yourselves for sale to your of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their
enemies as male and female slaves, but none will God: I,
buy. (Vayikra 26: 46)

(28:68)



Mitzrayim as a theme
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« NIN' will make pestilencerling to you, until putting an end to you in the land that you are entering to possess.
(28:21)
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 You shall grope at noon as the blind grope ifthe dark; you shall not prosper in your ventures, but shall be
constantly abused and robbed, with none to give help. (28:29)
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NN will afflict you at the knees and thighs with a severe inflammation,/from which you shall never
recover—from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head. (28:35)
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» Though you take much seed out to the field, you shall gather in little, for thellocustshall consume it. (28:38)
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1446 BC Israel’s exoous from Egypt

1446 - 1406 BC Israel wanders in the
wildemess for 40 years

1406 BC Maoses dies ancd Joshua s

appointed leader
Israel enters Canaan

@ Mark Barry 2020 | viaualunit ma

THE GREAT SEA
(THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA)

A. 38 years road £

Crossing the j c: B
Red Sea . i -
Mount Seir read

1‘ days 3; U
Ezion Geber : b/

Receiving
the Law

gl

Mount Sinai
{Horeb)

LS
. 2
\SI

)

*

.

°
\
\M\aon .
K

~

e

MANASSEH

@ o QR ) .\.
o Y, Nt
Megiddo \ " } ‘/
MANASSEH { \
/ .
- e s \ ]
Shechemg ) : '
. V o N
‘ -
/_ EPHRAIM i) |
A Pt s
-K‘\ .- t ‘
DAN 3 L
R = Jerusalem™ * .- . = "
. — A .-’ l
- REUBEN;
JUDAH ‘.
o < _/I_
! B
t\ \
Beersheba \




Ki Tavo

Bikkurim Brit #2 (or 3?) Tochecha

“....Power can turn those who fled Egypt into Egyptians themselves.”




Morality is an external limitation on the use of power. But it is an artificial limitation. It stems from the conscious choice of the person in
power. Imagine two people together on a desert island. One has a black belt in karate, and the other has a degree in philosophy. The
karate master holds the keys to a storehouse full of food and drink. The weak intellectual has to forage in nature. He is aware of the
existence of the storehouse, and he wishes he could enjoy its delicious contents. When he is asked why he doesn't fight the man who
has the keys, break into the storehouse, and eat to his heart's content, he submits that he is an ethical person. But more likely, what
holds him back is not his high moral standards but his understanding of the dynamics of power.

What would happen if the philosopher were the one in possession of the keys and the karate master were the hungry one? What if the
strong man were the one who restrained himself from breaking into the storehouse and stealing the delicious food? What if it were he
who professed that he avoided the use of force on ethical grounds? Obviously it would be much easier to believe that he avoided
striking his fellow because he held himself to a certain moral standard. We would understand that what held him back from using force
was not the limits of his own power, but the restraining power of morality, that artificial limitation placed on man's power. A moral
person is one who chooses to be weaker than he really is.

And so, power can be the enemy of morality. ... it is possible psychologically speaking to be both powerful and ethical at the same time?

The challenge then is to give rules enough power to transform the world for better without being transformed for the worse.

Devarim confronts the power trap.

(Michah Goodman, The Last Words of Moses, pages 73-74)




The power trap

A moral person is one who chooses to be weaker than he
really is.
L
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... power can be the enemy of morality. ... it is possible Devarim confronts the power trap.
psychologically speaking to be both powerful and ethical

at the same time?
The challenge then is to give rules enough power to
transform the world for better without being transformed | yichan Goodrman, The Last Words of Moses, pages 73-74)

for the worse.




Bikkurim
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Devarim 26: 1-11
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When a person is in control, he should remember his servitude.
When she is successful, she should remember her dependence.
Micah Goodman, The Last Words of Moses, page 94
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you shall take some of every first fruit of the soil, which
you harvest from the land that your God NI’ is giving you,
put it in a basket and go to the place where your God nin!
will choose to establish the divine name. (Devarim 26:2)
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The priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it

down in front of the altar of your God nIin'. (Devarim 26:4)
PINWN NI0 Y

Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading

Etymologically, the word TeNEh is connected to the Aramaic bowl.

TuNA meaning a burden or load, and the TeNEh therefore (Devarim 28:5)

differs from the basket in that it is used not as a receptacle MINYNT N0 AN
but rather as a container for conveyance of goods and Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

possessions. (Rav Michael Hattin VBM.org) (Devarim 28:17)




