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First Edition of the Shulhan Arukh, Venice, 1565



1 Moses Gaster, The Origin and Sources of the Shulchan Aruch, in the
report of the Lady Judich Monteflore College, (1893), p. 28

It was left, however, to R. Joseph Caro to master all that
had been written before him, and to apply that vast un-
rivalled learning to the explanation of the Tur. In com-
menting on each section he laid bare the whole history of
each prescription, marshalled all the authorities, expounded
and set forth all the views, and finally after sifting that
material, after weighing argument against argument, he
arrived at settled conclusions. Each work that was written
before his time, each compilation that was made by his
predecessors, was as a block of marble which he used for
the monumental edifice known as the Ao M3, the exhaus-
tive commentary to the Tur.
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