Is Elijah Immortal?

1. Radak

"The storm raised Eliyahu from Earth into the air ... above the "ball
of fire." There his clothes burned except his cloak, his flesh and his
physical form were consumed, and his spirit returned to God."

2. Ralbag

"One cannot understand that he (Eliyahu) was taken to Heaven
because a human body cannot be taken there. But rather (when it
refers to Eliyahu's ascent in a storm to heaven) it means high in the
air as "cities, large and fortified "to the heavens ;"(Devarim 9:1) or
(with the Tower of Babel) "a tower with its peak in the heavens."
(Bereshit 11:4) An angelic force of God raised Eliyahu to an
unknown location and he lives there."

3. 1 Kings ch.18

As surely as the LORD your God lives, there is not a nation or
kingdom where my master has not sent someone to look for
you... But now you tell me to go to my master and say, ‘Elijah is
here.” 12| don’t know where the wind/spirit of the LORD may
carry you when | leave you. If | go and tell Ahab and he doesn’t
find you, he will kill me!

4. 2 Kings 2

They said, “We your servants have fifty able men. Let them go
and look for your master. Perhaps the wind/spirit of

the LORD has picked him up and set him down on some
mountain or in some valley.”

5. Shoftim ch.13 — Manoah and his wife

An angel of God appeared to the woman

The woman cae to her husband and said: “A Man of God came
to me and his appearance was like and angel if the Lord ... he
did not tell me his name.”

6. 2 Chronicles ch.21

Jehoshaphat rested with his ancestors and was buried with
them in the City of David. And Jehoram his son succeeded
him as king.... he put all his brothers to the sword ... He
followed the ways of the kings of Israel, as the house of
Ahab had done, for he married a daughter of Ahab. He did
evil in the eyes of the LORD. '?Jehoram received a letter
from Elijah the prophet...

Malbim: This was after he was taken, as is explained by
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the Rabbis that he still lives and is revealed in this world
from time to time.

7. Elisha as the herald of the Messiah. Malakhi ch.3
19 That day is at hand, burning like an oven. All the arrogant and all the

doers of evil shall be straw, and the day that is coming—said the Lord of
Hosts—shall burn them to ashes and leave of them neither stock nor

boughs. 20But for you who revere My name a sun of victory shall rise to
bring healing. You shall go forth and stamp like stall-fed calves, 21and
you shall trample the wicked to a pulp, for they shall be dust beneath
your feet on the day that | am preparing—said the Lord of Hosts.

22Be mindful of the Teaching of My servant Moses, whom | charged

at Horeb with laws and rules for all Israel.

23 Behold! | will send the prophet Elijah to you before the coming of
the awesome, fearful day of the Lord.24He shall reconcile parents with

children and children with their parents, so that, when | come, | do not
strike the whole land with utter destruction.

8. Rabbinic Interpretations of this verse.

Massekhet Eduyot (8:7):

Rabbi Yehoshua said: ...Elijah does not come to
declare people impure or pure, nor to distance people
or bring them close, but rather to distance those who
have come close by force, and to draw near those
who have been distanced by force."

Rabbi Yehuda says: "To bring close, but not to
distance."

Rabbi Shimon says: "To solve (halakhic) disputes."”

The Sages say: "Neither to distance nor to bring close,
but rather to make peace in the world...”

9. Ben Sira. 2 Cent BCE
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You were taken aloft in a whirlwind, in a chariot with fiery horses.

You are destined, it is written, in time to come to put an end to wrath before the day of the Lord,

To turn back the hearts of parents toward their children, and to re-establish the tribes of Israel. (Ben-Sira 48:9-11)

10. Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer
(Elijah) said: "l am zealous for the Lord God of Israel... The children

of Israel are transgressing Your covenant.” The Almighty said to
him: You are always such a zealot! .... "By your life! There will be
no circumcision ceremony without you being made to see it with
your own eyes! From here, the Rabbis instituted the placement of
a chair for Elijah, "the angel of the covenant." (Malakhi 3:1)
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http://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%90%D7%9B%D7%99_%D7%92_%D7%9B%D7%92

Does Elijah visit our Seder Table?

The fourth cup is poured and the door is opened

1. Pour out Your wrath upon the nations that do not
acknowledge You, and upon the kingdoms that do not call upon
Your Name. For they have devoured Jacob and laid waste his
habitation.

Pour out Your indignation upon them, and let the wrath of Your
anger overtake them. Pursue them with anger, and destroy
them from beneath the heavens of the Lord.

2. Pour out your love on the nations who know You
And on kingdoms who call Your name.

For the good which they do for the seed of Jacob

And they shield Your people Israel from their enemies.
May they merit to see the good of Your chosen}
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And to rejoice in the joy of Your nation. "I NNNYA NingYi

From the Worms Haggadah printed in 1521

3. Shulchan Arukh. Code of Jewish Law. 16 Century an |n'o 0D"N NMIX YNV |h7Y .3
Rama: Some say that "Pour out thy wrath" should be recited ... 719 ") 17 X2 DTIP '121NNRN 19 IR U RN 0

and the door should be opened, to remember that it is a "night NIATY DN Y™ KINW 1121 M (1) ,nNan nmayi (a"y
of [divine] protection, and due to the belief that the Messiah
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will come and pour out his wrath upon the deniers. And this is [N I
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the [correct] custom.
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4. Mishna Berura (19"-20 century Poland)
The custom is to fill up a cup and call it Elijah's cup, to express

the belief that in the manner that God redeemed Israel from NI 22 D12 NIX 111 20NN INIT TR DI AIT? NN
Egypt, he will again redeem us, and send Elijah as the herald [of NIN DX M'UN D78 DWIY DINAD IRY T117) 1IN
the Messiah.] :(1wAY7 IR NIR 127 N7 TIV 9RA

5. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
It was in this context that the debate over the fifth cup arose. Jews could speak about the four
preliminary stages of redemption — but could they celebrate the fifth: ‘l will bring you to the
land’? That is the debate between Rashi, Rambam and Ravad. Rashi says one should not drink
a fifth cup; Rambam says one may; Ravad says one should.

Hence the extra cup at the seder table. Out of respect for Rambam and Ravad, we pour it. Out
of respect for Rashi, we do not drink it. According to the Sages, unresolved halachic disputes
will one day be resolved by Elijah (the word Teyku, ‘Let it stand [undecided],” refers to Elijah:
‘The Tishbite [Elijah] will come and answer questions and problems’). Hence the fifth cup
became known as ‘the cup of Elijah’.
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6. Psalm 79 A Psalm of Asaph.
79 O God, the nations have come into your inheritance;
they have defiled your holy temple;
they have laid Jerusalem in ruins.
2They have given the bodies of your servants
to the birds of the heavens for food,
the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the earth.
3They have poured out their blood like water
all around Jerusalem,
and there was no one to bury them.
4We have become a taunt to our neighbors,
mocked and derided by those around us.
5How long, O LorD? Will you be angry forever?
Will your jealousy burn like fire?
5Pour out your anger on the nations that do not know you,
and on the kingdoms that do not call upon your name!

"For they have devoured Jacob and laid waste his habitation.

8 Do not remember against us our former iniquities;!
let your compassion come speedily to meet us,
for we are brought very low.
9Help us, O God of our salvation,
for the glory of your name;
deliver us, and atone for our sins, for your name's sake!
0Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”
Let the avenging of the outpoured blood of your servants
be known among the nations before our eyes!
11| et the groans of the prisoners come before you;
As is your great power, release those doomed to die!
12 Return sevenfold into the lap of our neighbors
the blasphemy with which they have taunted you, O Lord!
3Byt we your people, the sheep of your pasture,
will give thanks to you forever;

from generation to generation we will recount your praise.
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2079#fen-ESV-15194a

