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Chapter IV — N”N’s Second Vision

Baba Batra 4a

How did Bava ben Buta do this (give Herod advice) Doesn’t Rav Yehuda
say that Rav says, and some say it was Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi who
says: For what reason was Daniel punished? Because he offered advice
to Nebuchadnezzar, as it is stated: “Therefore, O king, let my counsel be
acceptable to you, redeem your sins with charity and your iniquities with
graciousness to the poor, that there may be a lengthening of your
prosperity” (Daniel 4:24). And it is written: “All this came upon King
Nebuchadnezzar” (Daniel 4:25). And it is written: “And at the end of
twelve months” (Daniel 4:26). ..

From where do we derive that Daniel was punished? If we say it is
because it is written: “And Esther called for Hatach...” (Esther 4:5), and
Rav said: Hatach is Daniel. This works out well according to the one
who says Daniel was called Hatach because they cut him down [hatakh]
from his greatness.. But according to the one who says he was called
Hatach because all governmental matters were determined [hatakh]
according to his word, what is there to say? They threw him into the den
of lions.

Tanchuma Mishpatim 4

The wicked one immediately opened his storehouses and distributed
their contents to them for twelve months. However, at the end of the
twelve months the wicked one forgot his dream (and stopped feeding
them). While walking about his palace one day, he heard the tumultuous
uproar of the poor crying before his storehouses, and He asked his
servants: “What is this noise I hear?” They informed him: “The poor
whom you carried into exile are pleading for food.” A wicked thought
entered his heart at once: The king spoke and said: “Is not this great
Babylon, which | have built for a royal dwelling-place, by the might of
my power and for the glory of my majesty?” (ibid., v. 27). Then he
added: “Were it not for the wealth I possessed, how could I have built
this country?” He commanded that they be stopped, as it is written:
While the word was in the king’s mouth (ibid., v. 28). The Holy One,
blessed be He, said to him: Why were you untroubled during the past
twelve months? Was it not because of the righteous deeds you were
performing?
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Baba Kama 50a

Rabbi Hanina says: Anyone who
states that the Holy One, Blessed
be He, is forgiving [vateran] of
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transgressions, his life will be
relinquished [yivatru], as it is
stated: “The Rock, His work is
perfect, for all His ways are
justice” (Deuteronomy 32:4).
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You find in the case of Zedekiah, king of Judah, that all the kings were
subjugated to Nebuchadnezzar. What is written about him (in Jer.
27:6)? {ALL} [AND EVEN] THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD HAVE I
GIVEN HIM TO SERVE HIM. Zedekiah went up to offer a gift.100
Nebuchadnezzar said: Dine with me at noon. So he made a dinner... He
saw Nebuchadnezzar eating with his spittle running down onto his
beard. Zedekiah looked at him in astonishment and said: Is it to this one
that the whole world is subjugated?
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“And women govern them” — four women assumed dominion in

the world: Jezebel and Atalya from Israel, and Shemiramit (aka
Semiramis) and Vashti from the nations of the world.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shammuramat
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Figure 1- Nebuchadnezzar, by William Blake
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See Ibn Tufail (Wikipedial)
(12" Century Spanish Muslim philosopher, contemporary of Ibn Ezra)

Ibn Tufail was the author of Hayy bin Yaqzan (Arabic: c» -~
otk it 'Alive, son of Awake'), also known as Philosophus
Autodidactus in Latin, a philosophical romance and allegorical
novel inspired by Avicennism and Sufism, and which tells the
story of an autodidactic feral child, raised by a gazelle and
living alone on a desert island, who, without contact with other
human beings, discovers ultimate truth through a systematic
process of reasoned inquiry.
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