Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

111.2 — Nimrod & N”N

(8) And Kush fathered Nimrod. He began to be a mighty one on the
earth. (9) He was a mighty hunter before God; therefore it is said, "As
Nimrod, a mighty hunter before God". (10) The beginning of his

kingdom was Bavel, Erekh, Akkad, and Kalneh, in the land of Shinar.
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Mighty - in causing the whole world to rebel against the Holy One,
blessed be He, by his plan for the generation of the Dispersion...

932 Y1 799 — N YN LT

DYDI NN (2) : OXNN D2 HNNR DAY XN IND D2 O (N)
VO nmm () : DY I12UN ‘wm NIND NYPIINYNDN OTPN
270 mb MM ﬁmwb N9V 02117 ﬁJJbJ NN INYT 7N
‘vv 1Y -u:n 120 nmm (1 'mnb mb 7 N 1:mb
vm 529 bv \(m m oy Ny w;m nm\u: YN ':mm

mwb Dbm Tﬂ ub:b nrm ﬂs\m ‘rrm oy 1-1 ’-1 NN (1)
N7 NN (%) mwb MY YN Yy DR XD NS NHY)
\2ia) (N) - 3NY7 NOW ¥N WY N YN onaY oY ‘1‘;'::1
12 5Y (D) 999D MY BTN NIND 99 29 S5y DYn DDN N
Y9N DY NIND Y2 NaY 1 YYa oY ':v:: Y NP

WD 5239 9y N
(1) The entire world was one language and one speech. (2) When they
traveled from the East, they found a valley in the land of Shinar and they
dwelled there. (3) They said one to the other, "Come, let us bake bricks
and fire them in a furnace.” The brick served them as stone and the tar
served them as mortar. (4) They said, "Come, let us build for ourselves
a city and a tower, with its top in the heavens. And we will make for
ourselves a name, lest we disperse over the face of all the earth." (5)
Hashem went down to see the city and the tower that the people had built.
(6) Hashem said, "Behold, they are one people with one language for all,
and this is what they have begun to do! Now, nothing will bar them from
all they have planned to do. (7) Come, let us go down and mix up their
languages, so that they won't understand one another's language.” (8)
Hashem dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth and they
stopped building the city. (9) Therefore, it was named Bavel, because
there Hashem mixed up the languages of all the earth and from there
Hashem dispersed them over the face of all the earth.
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o7k AND ONE SPEECH — They came with one plan, saying: "He has

no right to select the heavenly regions exclusively for Himself; let us
ascend to the skies and make war upon Him".
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Chagigah 13a
Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai

said: What response did the
Divine Voice provide to that
wicked Nebuchadnezzar, when
he said: “7 will ascend above the
heights of the clouds; I will be
like the Most High” (lsaiah
14:14), thereby intending to rise
to heaven? A Divine Voice came
and said to him: Wicked man,
son of a wicked man, descendant,
e., follower of the ways, of
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Nimrod the wicked, who caused
the entire world to rebel against
Him during the time of his reign.
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(4) that you shall take up this parable against the king of Babylon and
say, "How has the oppressor ceased! The golden city ceased!" (5)
Hashem has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of the rulers...
(11) Your pomp is brought down to the nether-world with the noise of
your psalteries. The maggot is spread under you, and the worms cover
you.(12) How have you fallen from heaven, O day-star, son of the
morning! How are you cut down to the ground, who cast lots over the
nations!(13) And you said in your heart, "l will ascend into heaven;
above the stars of God | will exalt my throne. And I will sit upon the
mount of meeting in the uttermost parts of the north.(14) 1 will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High."... (23) "I
will also make it a possession for the porcupine, and pools of water. |
will sweep it with the broom of destruction”, says Hashem of hosts.

Y MPYNI .5

NI (V) :XIND 933 NN DN NIN T NN T2 VIO (D)
() /712399 T8 7123 TINID MIN? 12 Y /N 239Y 1Y 42) M
LYY NIND MDY TAN) TIN 22 ININN YN DM



Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

n9:% MWYNIA .15
DY) YD M99 P12 22 229 TNRD DY D22 2)Y 722 1297
ARy PO

99900 1Y DINND N4 N (93299) DAY DHIY 910 .16
DTN ,J0I9 NN, 0NV (1656) 17)9M 99N 212070 TY DTNRND
,A70P TP ,070 HNOONN Y P N YIN DD DY DD
IV MIND VY 12 NN 2799 THD 3799 NOVIND ,1”70 TN
NI NN, MY N7Y 729N TY 91200 19 .00 T TPUNID) N
17713 12 NX592 10 BN9AN 1PAN DNV WY NIDON INN 1PN
V9 N2 OV RIPY I2Y 7PN DITY X2 SDY 117 NN MY
DN ,(DW) "M NIRD 709 PO YD INIWY L, UTIPN MM
WO PHM VPN OP PN PAN YOPY RO LY NdNNAa
NION DINDY X2 XY XONY 1P YNHNI ONX)Y 1NN NMINOVN
LD YD NON XNIND 1ID9) 101D IDIN INON N ,WI9D
From Adam to the Flood was 1656 years, and this is their enumeration:
Adam 130, Seth 105, Enosh 90, Kenan 70, Mahalalel 65, Jared 162,
Enoch 65, Methuselah 187, Lamech 182, and Noah was six hundred
years old, etc." (Genesis 7, 6)...From the Flood to the division [of
languages] was 340 years. Noah lived ten years after the division [of
languages]. Our father Abraham was at the division [of languages] 48
years old. Rabbi Yosei said: Eber was so great a prophet that he
[preemptively] named his son Peleg ["division"], as it says "in his days
the earth was divided" (Genesis 10, 25).
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“Because Avraham hearkened to My voice...” (Bereshit 26:5) R’
Yochanan and R’ Chanina both said - Avraham came to consciousness
of his Creator at age forty-eight. Resh Lakish said - Avraham came to
consciousness of his Creator at age three. From where did they learn this?
‘Because (ekev, also meaning heel) Abraham hearkened to the voice of
his Creator, “and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and
My instructions.” (Bereshit 26:5)
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The the generation of the dispersion have no share in the World-to-
Come. Gemara: What sin did they perform? The school of Rabbi Sheila
say — ‘We will build a tower and ascend to heaven, and we will strike it
with axes so that its waters will flow’. They laughed at this explanation
in the West, and asked: If that was their objective, let them build a tower
on a mountain;
Rather, Rabbi Yirmeya bar Elazar says: They divided into three factions;
one said: Let us ascend to the top of the tower and dwell there. And one
said: Let us ascend to the top of the tower and engage in idol worship.
And one said: Let us ascend to the top of the tower and wage war...
It is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Natan says: All of those factions intended
to build the tower for the sake of idol worship. It is written here: “And
let us make a name for us” (Genesis 11:4), and it is written there: “And
make no mention of the name of the other gods” (Exodus 23:13). Just as
there, “name” is idol worship, so too here, “name” is idol worship.
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. Twelve months later, as he was walking on the roof of the royal palace

at Babylon the king exclaimed, “There is great Babylon, which I have

built by my vast power to be a royal residence for the glory of my
majesty!”
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this was at the advice of their leaders who wanted to enthrone Nimrod
as king over the entire human race, thus we will make for ourselves a
name. This “name” was the idol that was to be placed in the tower. They
hoped that on account of the grandeur of the tower and the city this idol
would come to be recognized universally as the supreme deity. In this
way the king of the city would achieve dominion over the entire
world.




