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Breishit Rabbah 38:13

Thereupon Terach seized him and delivered him to Nimrod. "Let
us worship fire," Nimrod said. "Let us rather worship water which
quenches fire," Avraham said. "Let us worship water," Nimrod
said. "Let us rather worship the clouds which bear the water,"
Avraham said. "Let us then worship the clouds,” Nimros said. "Let
us worship the wind which disperses the clouds,” Avraham said.
"Let us worship the wind," Nimrod said. "Let us worship human
beings which can stand up to the wind," Avraham said. "You are
just bandying words, and we will worship nothing but the fire.
Behold, 1 will cast you into it, and let your God whom you adore
come and save you from it!" Nimrod said. Now Haran was standing
there undecided. "If Avraham is victorious, | will say that I am of
Avraham’s belief, while if Nimrod is victorious, | will say that |
am on Nimrod’s side," he thought. When Avraham descended into
the fiery furnace and was saved, Nimrod asked him, "Of whose
belief are you?" "Of Abraham’s," he replied. Thereupon he seized
him and cast him into the fire; his innards were scorched and he
died in the presence of his father. Hence it is written, "And Haran
died in the presence of his father Terach."

,DMINX DMPNA MO ,NY NIPNI .XIPHN PMNHY
DN WYTH 973N 1127 DXODIAN NN DY : NONYN NONY)
DTN NPT DNIAX DY 11D DTN XPNT 9902 1IN2
2Py DY NINN

0¥ AN a7 - WD YD IV DMINY NN
(N N7)MOW) NN DIPNA DIPYUY TN DIPNa
2N PRIPNHN NDL DMWY 12 NNV DIPN DO
1909 72YTN DIMOYY PRYN NN IN MNTH DR NYN
D020 DX TNV XD - 1T IRNYN .D2IAPN ONIPNH
MIRONMVIY  PYN NP 0N NNHYND
.DINDN MDON DY DINSI NPIIN NNOVYND)

N:) UNNT O30 .1

MNI PRY PN AR DT 0T DY T2Y NITN I¥IT1)
NPNY D7 IND T2D NPT NYPIAI PN DY PHN
,DIINN NNRNN N HVAY NYIY NN WD PINKY
NINY 2NN YR INRY DNYNN XIN) 2 WD IUNR
DNV ,9392M NYMN 909N MIYN NI Y22 MION
NN NMIT KD YO NI NYY ,DINX DOON
MINY 201 191D NYAY P9 ,09N3 NNI IUN DHSNY
©°52P 0915 1IN, POR NNNY> MNVYIN DMIYN IOV
M1 N1H 0P NNPY ANTH MIYN NN ¥ DYDY
RIFIRE )

22:NY NAY YN L3

2 N, NINY THD) 727 N . TIINIY MI0N) MIAD)
TID) TI9) M2 TN X PAVNT NN TIDI) DNIIN
2 IR N2 PYYT NNY2 TR 12 OX ™2 I N7
AN VTINT RNITY THDI 12 DX M7 NN .NDY? THD)
2207 NYPN 7120 THD) M2 N .NOITY THD) 72 NN
NZN MDDYROPN N PYDYR DX P 72 IR N
nRY DY N2 DI 9090 W D MING
IR M09 DNR 1IN Y9N M WD T8 10 MNNYn
DN NIN DIINT P2 MIN NI ONIIN N¥) ON Y9I M)
DRI TRY 1P NI TIIMIT N RKIN TII) NY)
P2 )IN7 MN DN WNDT Y PIIN IN)) UND WD
/DY 233 1PN NN IMDIYN) MDY NN DNIIN
D T2 DNDT KN KT ,PIAN MY 239 DY NN N

JM NN NI DY

(17own N nwIn Yy mnm) N”V9Y 110 APy 190 .4
2T NN PIANNY I ,DONPD MDD DN YN
DMTINA D3N .DXDPDIN I NXIN 1IN DVIVAI DN
DY NONX L, TITP NMNMDN PN YTPON XD N
995 4972 NIV 57N DD D LY INPN NXIPN NWID

0P INIPN NYPNI
PN ONMD XIPNN,027 MNMIPNI : 11T NN PN
MMYNINND  ND DONNNN DNPX - VIIN
NN WI9D IN2 ,NXIPN NIVIND DN LLMAININNDD
DYIY9N NN MNDYHRN NITIX 1IN 1D DYDY ,DINDN




Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Shemot Rabbah 2:2

Also Moses was tested by God through sheep. Our Rabbis said that
when Moses our teacher, peace be upon him, was tending the flock
of Jethro in the wilderness, a little kid escaped from him. He ran
after it until it reached a shady place. When it reached the shady
place, there appeared to view a pool of water and the kid stopped to
drink. When Moses approached it, he said: ‘I did not know that you
ran away because of thirst; you must be weary.” So he placed the
kid on his shoulder and wa lked away. Thereupon God said: '
Because thou hast mercy in leading the flock of a mortal, thou wilt
assuredly tend my flock Israel.” Hence Now MOSES WAS
KEEPING THE FLOCK.

Sanhedrin 89b

And it came to pass after these words, that God did tempt Abraham.
What is meant by ‘after’? — R. Johanan said on the authority of R.
Jose b. Zimra: After ‘the words of Satan, as it is written, And the
child grew, and was weaned: [and Abraham made a great feast the
same day that Isaac was weaned]. Thereupon Satan said to the
Almighty; ‘Sovereign of the Universe! To this old man Thou didst
graciously vouchsafe the fruit of the womb at the age of a hundred,
yet of all that banquet which he prepared, he did not have one turtle-
dove or pigeon to sacrifice before thee! Hath he done aught but in
honour of his son!” Replied He, ‘Yet were I to say to him, "Sacrifice
thy son before Me", he would do so without hesitation.’
Straightway, God did tempt Abraham . . .

Pesachim 108a

And some say that the angel Gabriel recited: “And the truth of the
Lord endures forever.”When the evil Nimrod threw our father,
Abraham, into the fiery furnace, Gabriel said before the Holy One,
Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, | will descend and cool the
furnace, and | will thereby save the righteous Abraham from the
fiery furnace. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: | am
unique in my world and Abraham is still unique in his world. It is
fitting for the unique to save the unique.

But as the Holy One, Blessed be He, does not withhold reward from
any creature who sought to perform a good deed, He said to Gabriel:
You will merit to rescue three of his descendants.

Chagigah 13a
Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai said: What response did the Divine

Voice provide to that wicked man, Nebuchadnezzar, when he said:
“TI'will ascend above the heights of the clouds; | will be like the Most
High” (Isaiah 14:14), thereby intending to rise to heaven? A Divine
Voice came and said to him: Wicked man, son of a wicked man,
descendant, i.e., follower of the ways, of Nimrod the wicked, who
caused the entire world to rebel against Him during the time of his
reign.
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