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God as Shliach Tzibbur: The Role of Selichot on Yom Kippur
By Adam Mintz

Yom Kippur Machzor
לֶ<. יוֹשֵׁב עַל כִּסֵּא רַחֲמִים. מִתְנַהֵג בַּחֲסִידוּת. מוֹחֵל עֲו נֹוֹת עַמּוֹ. אֵל מֶֽ

מַעֲבִיר רִאשׁוֹן רִאשׁוֹן. מַרְבֶּה מְחִילָה לְחַטָּאִים וּסְלִיחָה לְפוֹשְׁעִים. עוֹשֶׂה
צְדָקוֹת עִם כָּל בָּשָׂר וָרֽוּחַ. לֹא כְרָעָתָם תִּגְמוֹל: אֵל הוֹרֵיתָ לָנוּ לוֹמַר
עְתָּ לֶעָנָו נוּ הַיּוֹם בְּרִית שְׁלשׁ עֶשְׂרֵה. כְּמוֹ שֶׁהוֹדַֽ שְׁלשׁ עֶשְׂרֵה. וּזְכָר לָֽ

עָנָן וַיִּתְיַצֵּב עִמּוֹ שָׁם וַיִּקְרָא בְשֵׁם יהוה: דֶם. כְּמוֹ שֶׁכָּתוּב וַיֵּרֶד יהוה בֶּֽ מִקֶּֽ

Almighty! King! Who sits on the throne of mercy, governs with kindness
forgives the iniquities of His people. He removes their sins one by one,
increasing forgiveness to sinners, and pardon to transgressors. Acting
righteously with all who are of flesh and spirit; not according to their
wickedness does He repay them. Almighty! You instructed us to recite the
thirteen Divine attributes; and remember unto us this day the covenant of
thirteen Divine attributes, as You made them known to the humble
Moshe of old, as it is written, “And Adonoy descended in the cloud, and
stood with him there, and proclaimed the Name, Adonoy.

1

שמות ל״ג
עֱלִי֖תָ וַיְדַבֵּר֨ יהוה אֶל־מֹשֶׁה֙ לֵ֣; עֲלֵה֣ מִזֶּה֔ אַתָּה֣ וְהָעָם֔ אֲשֶׁר֥ הֶֽ
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מֵאֶרֶ֣ץ מִצְרָיִ֑ם אֶל־הָאָרֶ֗ץ אֲשֶׁר֣ נִשְׁ֠בַּ֠עְתִּי לְאַבְרָהָם֨ לְיִצְחָק֤

רַשְׁתִּי֗ וּֽלְיַעֲקֹב֙ לֵאמֹר֔ לְזַרְעMֲ֖ אֶתְּנֶֽנָּה׃ וְשָׁלַחְתִּי֥ לְפָנֶיM֖ מַלְאָ֑; וְגֵֽ

י׃ אֶל־אֶרֶ֛ץ חִתִּי֙ וְהַפְּרִזִּי֔ הַחִוִּי֖ וְהַיְבוּסִֽ אֱמֹרִי֔ וְהַֽ כְּנַעֲנִי֙ הָֽ אֶת־הַֽ

עֱלֶה֜ בְּקִרְבMְּ֗ כִּי֤ עַם־קְשֵׁה־עֹרֶ֙ף֙ אַ֔תָּה זָבַ֥ת חָלָב֖ וּדְבָשׁ֑ כִּי֩ לֹ֨א אֶֽ

לוּ ה וַיִּתְאַבָּ֑ ע הַזֶּ֖ ר הָרָ֛ ם אֶת־הַדָּבָ֥ ע הָעָ֗ רֶ;׃ וַיִּשְׁמַ֣ פֶּן־אֲכֶלMְ֖ בַּדָּֽ

ר ה אֱמֹ֤ אמֶר יהוה אֶל־מֹשֶׁ֗ יו׃ וַיֹּ֨ ישׁ עֶדְי֖וֹ עָלָֽ תוּ אִ֥ וְלֹא־שָׁ֛
֖̂ ה בְקִרְבְּ עֱלֶ֥ ד אֶֽ גַע אֶחָ֛ רֶף רֶ֧ ם עַם־קְשֵׁה־עֹ֔ י־יִשְׂרָאֵל֙ אַתֶּ֣ אֶל־בְּנֵֽ

תְנַצְּל֧וּ <׃ וַיִּֽ עֱשֶׂה־לָּֽ ה אֶֽ ה מָ֥ י^ וְאֵדְעָ֖ עָלֶ֔ ̂֙ מֵֽ ד עֶדְיְ ה הוֹרֵ֤ י^ וְעַתָּ֗ וְכִלִּיתִ֑
טָה־ל֣וֹ ׀ הֶל וְנָֽ ח אֶת־הָאֹ֜ ב׃ וּמֹשֶׁה֩ יִקַּ֨ ר חוֹרֵֽ ל אֶת־עֶדְיָ֖ם מֵהַ֥ י־יִשְׂרָאֵ֛ בְנֵֽ

ד וְהָיָה֙ הֶל מוֹעֵ֑ רָא ל֖וֹ אֹ֣ ה וְ קָ֥ מַּחֲנֶ֔ ה הַרְחֵק֙ מִן־הַֽ מַּחֲנֶ֗ מִח֣וּץ לַֽ
ה ה׃ וְהָיָ֗ מַּחֲנֶֽ ר מִח֥וּץ לַֽ ד אֲשֶׁ֖ הֶל מוֹעֵ֔ שׁ יהוה יֵצֵא֙ אֶל־אֹ֣ כׇּל־מְבַקֵּ֣
תַח אׇהֳל֑וֹ ישׁ פֶּ֣ צְּב֔וּ אִ֖ ם וְנִ֨ הֶל יָק֙וּמוּ֙ כׇּל־הָעָ֔ את מֹשֶׁה֙ אֶל־הָאֹ֔ כְּצֵ֤

הֱלָה יֵרֵד֙ א מֹשֶׁה֙ הָאֹ֔ ה כְּבֹ֤ הֱלָה׃ וְהָיָ֗ ה עַד־בֹּא֖וֹ הָאֹֽ י מֹשֶׁ֔ יטוּ֙ אַחֲרֵ֣ וְהִבִּ֙
ה כׇל־הָעָם֙ ה׃ וְרָאָ֤ ר עִם־מֹשֶֽׁ הֶל וְדִבֶּ֖ תַח הָאֹ֑ ד פֶּ֣ ן וְעָמַ֖ עָנָ֔ עַמּ֣וּד הֶֽ

תַח ישׁ פֶּ֥ שְׁתַּחֲו֔וּ אִ֖ ם כׇּל־הָעָם֙ וְהִֽ הֶל וְ קָ֤ תַח הָאֹ֑ ד פֶּ֣ ן עֹמֵ֖ עָנָ֔ אֶת־עַמּ֣וּד הֶֽ
ישׁ ר אִ֖ ר יְדַבֵּ֥ ים כַּאֲשֶׁ֛ ים אֶל־פָּנִ֔ ר יהוה אֶל־מֹשֶׁה֙ פָּנִ֣ אׇהֳלֽוֹ׃ וְדִבֶּ֨

ישׁ א יָמִ֖ עַר לֹ֥ עַ בִּן־נוּן֙ נַ֔ רְת֜וֹ יְהוֹשֻׁ֤ ה וּמְשָׁ֨ מַּחֲנֶ֔ הוּ וְשָׁב֙ אֶל־הַֽ אֶל־רֵעֵ֑
עַל ר אֵלַי֙ הַ֚ ה אֹמֵ֤ ה אַתָּ֞ אֵ֠ ה אֶל־יהוה רְ֠ אמֶר מֹשֶׁ֜ הֶל׃ {פ} וַיֹּ֨ מִתּ֥וֹ< הָאֹֽ

ה י וְאַתָּ֤ ח עִמִּ֑ ת אֲשֶׁר־תִּשְׁלַ֖ נִי אֵ֥ א הֽוֹדַעְתַּ֔ ה וְאַתָּה֙ לֹ֣ ם הַזֶּ֔ אֶת־הָעָ֣
ן אתִי חֵ֜ ה אִם־נָא֩ מָצָ֨ י׃ וְעַתָּ֡ ן בְּעֵינָֽ אתָ חֵ֖ ם וְגַם־מָצָ֥ ֽ̂ בְשֵׁ֔ י רְתָּ֙ יְדַעְתִּ֣ אָמַ֙
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ה ן בְּעֵינֶ֑י^ וּרְאֵ֕ עַן אֶמְצָא־חֵ֖ ̂֔ לְמַ֥ עֲ ^ וְאֵדָ֣ נִי נָא֙ אֶת־דְּרָכֶ֔ י^ הוֹדִעֵ֤ בְּעֵינֶ֗
ין יו אִם־אֵ֤ אמֶר אֵלָ֑ <׃ וַיֹּ֖ תִי לָֽ כוּ וַהֲנִחֹ֥ י יֵלֵ֖ ר פָּנַ֥ ה׃ וַיֹּאמַ֑ ֖̂ הַגּ֥וֹי הַזֶּֽ י עַמְּ כִּ֥

ן אתִי חֵ֤ י־מָצָ֨ ע אֵפ֗וֹא כִּֽ ה ׀ יִוָּדַ֣ ה׃ וּבַמֶּ֣ נוּ מִזֶּֽ ל־תַּעֲלֵ֖ ים אַֽ ̂֙ הֹלְכִ֔ י פָּנֶ֙
ם ל־הָעָ֔ ̂֔ מִכׇּ֨ י וְעַמְּ נוּ וְנִפְלִ֙ינוּ֙ אֲנִ֣ ֣̂ עִמָּ֑ ^ הֲל֖וֹא בְּלֶכְתְּ י וְעַמֶּ֔ ̂֙ אֲנִ֣ י בְּעֵינֶ֙
ר ה גַּ֣ם אֶת־הַדָּבָ֥ אמֶר יהוה אֶל־מֹשֶׁ֔ ה׃ {פ} וַיֹּ֤ י הָאֲדָמָֽ ר עַל־פְּנֵ֥ אֲשֶׁ֖

ר ם׃ וַיֹּאמַ֑ ֖̂ בְּשֵֽׁ י וָאֵדָעֲ אתָ חֵן֙ בְּעֵינַ֔ י־מָצָ֤ ה כִּֽ עֱשֶׂ֑ רְתָּ אֶֽ ר דִּבַּ֖ הַזֶּ֛ה אֲשֶׁ֥
י אתִֽ י^ וְקָרָ֧ יר כׇּל־טוּבִי֙ עַל־פָּנֶ֔ י אַעֲבִ֤ אמֶר אֲנִ֨ ^׃ וַיֹּ֗ א אֶת־כְּבֹדֶֽ נִי נָ֖ הַרְאֵ֥
ם׃ ר אֲרַחֵֽ י אֶת־אֲשֶׁ֥ ן וְרִחַמְתִּ֖ ר אָחֹ֔ ם יהוה לְפָנֶ֑י^ וְחַנֹּתִי֙ אֶת־אֲשֶׁ֣ בְשֵׁ֛

י׃ א־יִרְאַנִ֥י הָאָדָם֖ וָחָֽ וַיֹּ֕אמֶר לֹ֥א תוּכַל֖ לִרְאֹ֣ת אֶת־פָּנָי֑ כִּי֛ לֹֽ

י ר כְּבֹדִ֔ י וְנִצַּבְתָּ֖ עַל־הַצּֽוּר׃ וְהָיָה֙ בַּעֲבֹ֣ אמֶר יהוה הִנֵּ֥ה מָק֖וֹם אִתִּ֑ וַיֹּ֣
י י׃ וַהֲסִרֹתִי֙ אֶת־כַּפִּ֔ י^ עַד־עׇבְרִֽ י עָלֶ֖ י כַפִּ֛ ת הַצּ֑וּר וְשַׂכֹּתִ֥ י^ בְּנִקְרַ֣ וְשַׂמְתִּ֖

א יֵרָאֽוּ׃ {פ} י לֹ֥ י וּפָנַ֖ יתָ אֶת־אֲחֹרָ֑ וְרָאִ֖

Exodus 33
Then יהוה said to Moses, “Set out from here, you and the people that
you have brought up from the land of Egypt, to the land of which I
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring will I
give it’— I will send a messenger before you, and I will drive out the
Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and
the Jebusites— a land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go
in your midst, since you are a stiffnecked people, lest I destroy you on
the way.” When the people heard this harsh word, they went into

https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.33
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mourning, and none put on finery. יהוה said to Moses, “Say to the
Israelite people, ‘You are a stiffnecked people. If I were to go in your
midst for one moment, I would destroy you. Now, then, leave off
your finery, and I will consider what to do to you.’” So the Israelites
remained stripped of their finery from Mount Horeb on. Now Moses
would take the Tent and pitch it outside the camp, at some distance
from the camp. It was called the Tent of Meeting, and whoever
sought יהוה would go out to the Tent of Meeting that was outside the
camp. Whenever Moses went out to the Tent, all the people would
rise and stand, at the entrance of each tent, and gaze after Moses until
he had entered the Tent. And when Moses entered the Tent, the pillar
of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the Tent, while
[God] spoke with Moses. When all the people saw the pillar of cloud
poised at the entrance of the Tent, all the people would rise and bow
low, at the entrance of each tent. יהוה would speak to Moses face to
face, as one person speaks to another. And he would then return to
the camp; but his attendant, Joshua son of Nun, [serving as] deputy,
would not stir out of the Tent. Moses said to יהוה, “See, You say to
me, ‘Lead this people forward,’ but You have not made known to me
whom You will send with me. Further, You have said, ‘I have singled
you out by name, and you have, indeed, gained My favor.’ Now, if I
have truly gained Your favor, pray let me know Your ways, that I may
know You and continue in Your favor. Consider, too, that this nation
is Your people.” And [God] said, “I will go in the lead and will
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lighten your burden.” And he replied, “Unless You go in the lead, do
not make us leave this place. For how shall it be known that Your
people have gained Your favor unless You go with us, so that we may
be distinguished, Your people and I, from every people on the face of
the earth?” And יהוה said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you
have asked; for you have truly gained My favor and I have singled
you out by name.” He said, “Oh, let me behold Your Presence!” And
[God] answered, “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I
will proclaim before you the name יהוה, and the grace that I grant
and the compassion that I show,” continuing, “But you cannot see
My face, for a human being may not see Me and live.” And יהוה said,
“See, there is a place near Me. Station yourself on the rock and, as
My Presence passes by, I will put you in a cleft of the rock and shield
you with My hand until I have passed by. Then I will take My hand
away and you will see My back; but My face must not be seen.”

2

שמות ל״ד
ים וְכָתַבְתִּי֙ ים כָּרִאשֹׁנִ֑ ת אֲבָנִ֖ י־לֻחֹ֥ ֛̂ שְׁנֵֽ ה פְּסׇל־לְ אמֶר יהוה אֶל־מֹשֶׁ֔ וַיֹּ֤

ר ים אֲשֶׁ֥ ת הָרִאשֹׁנִ֖ ר הָי֛וּ עַל־הַלֻּחֹ֥ ים אֲשֶׁ֥ ת־הַדְּבָרִ֔ ת אֶ֨ עַל־הַלֻּחֹ֔
ם י שָׁ֖ י וְנִצַּבְתָּ֥ לִ֛ ר סִינַ֔ קֶר֙ אֶל־הַ֣ יתָ בַבֹּ֙ קֶר וְעָלִ֤ רְתָּ׃ וֶהְיֵ֥ה נָכ֖וֹן לַבֹּ֑ שִׁבַּֽ
ר א בְּכׇל־הָהָ֑ ישׁ אַל־יֵרָ֖ < וְגַם־אִ֥ ה עִמָּ֔ א־יַעֲלֶ֣ ר׃ וְאִישׁ֙ לֹֽ אשׁ הָהָֽ עַל־רֹ֥
ת י־לֻחֹ֨ ל שְׁנֵֽ ר הַהֽוּא׃ וַיִּפְסֹ֡ אן וְהַבָּקָר֙ אַל־יִרְע֔וּ אֶל־מ֖וּל הָהָ֥ גַּם־הַצֹּ֤
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2024-10-01, 6:17 PMGod as Shliach Tzibbur: The Role of Selichot on Yom Kippur

Page 6 of 10https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/593425.14?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en

ה ֥ ר צִוָּ י כַּאֲשֶׁ֛ ר סִינַ֔ עַל֙ אֶל־הַ֣ קֶר֙ וַיַּ֙ ה בַבֹּ֙ ם מֹשֶׁ֤ ים וַיַּשְׁכֵּ֨ ים כָּרִאשֹׁנִ֗ אֲבָנִ֜
עָנָ֔ן וַיִּתְיַצֵּב֥ ים׃ וַיֵּ֤רֶד יהוה בֶּֽ ת אֲבָנִֽ י לֻחֹ֥ ח בְּיָד֔וֹ שְׁנֵ֖ יהוה אֹת֑וֹ וַיִּקַּ֣

עִמּ֖וֹ שָׁם֑ וַיִּקְרָ֥א בְשֵׁם֖ יהוה׃ וַיַּעֲבֹר֨ יהוה ׀ עַל־פָּנָיו֮ וַיִּקְרָא֒ יהוה ׀ 

ת׃ נֹצֵר֥ חֶסֶ֙ד֙ יהוה אֵל֥ רַח֖וּם וְחַנּ֑וּן אֶ֥רֶ; אַפַּיִ֖ם וְרַב־חֶסֶ֥ד וֶאֱמֶֽ

לָאֲלָפִי֔ם נֹשֵׂ֥א עgָ֛ן וָפֶשַׁ֖ע וְחַטָּאָה֑ וְנַקֵּה֙ לֹ֣א יְנַקֶּה֔ פֹּקֵד֣ ׀ עgֲ֣ן

ים׃ וַיְמַהֵר֖ אָב֗וֹת עַל־בָּנִים֙ וְעַל־בְּנֵי֣ בָנִי֔ם עַל־שִׁלֵּשִׁי֖ם וְעַל־רִבֵּעִֽ

֙M֙חוּ׃ וַיֹּ֡אמֶר אִם־נָא֩ מָצָ֨אתִי חֵ֤ן בְּעֵינֶי מֹשֶׁה֑ וַיִּקֹּד֥ אַ֖רְצָה וַיִּשְׁתָּֽ

אדני יֵֽלֶ;־נָ֥א אדני בְּקִרְבֵּנ֑וּ כִּי֤ עַם־קְשֵׁה־עֹרֶ֙ף֙ ה֔וּא וְסָלַחְתָּ֛

נוּ׃ וַיֹּ֗אמֶר הִנֵּה֣ אָנֹכִי֮ כֹּרֵ֣ת בְּרִית֒ נֶגֶ֤ד לַעgֲנֵנ֥וּ וּלְחַטָּאתֵנ֖וּ וּנְחַלְתָּֽ

א־נִבְרְא֥וּ בְכׇל־הָאָרֶ֖ץ ל־עַמMְּ֙ אֶעֱשֶׂה֣ נִפְלָאֹ֔ת אֲשֶׁר֛ לֹֽ כׇּֽ

וּבְכׇל־הַגּוֹיִם֑ וְרָאָה֣ כׇל־הָעָ֠ם֠ אֲשֶׁר־אַתָּה֨ בְקִרְבּ֜וֹ אֶת־מַעֲשֵׂה֤

;׃ י־נוֹרָ֣א ה֔וּא אֲשֶׁר֥ אֲנִי֖ עֹשֶׂה֥ עִמָּֽ יהוה כִּֽ

Exodus 34
said to Moses: “Carve two tablets of stone like the first, and I יהוה
will inscribe upon the tablets the words that were on the first tablets,
which you shattered. Be ready by morning, and in the morning come
up to Mount Sinai and present yourself there to Me, on the top of
the mountain. No one else shall come up with you, and no one else
shall be seen anywhere on the mountain; neither shall the flocks and
the herds graze at the foot of this mountain.” So Moses carved two

https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.34
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tablets of stone, like the first, and early in the morning he went up on
Mount Sinai, as יהוה had commanded him, taking the two stone
tablets with him. יהוה came down in a cloud—and stood with him
there, proclaiming the name יהוה. יהוה passed before him and
proclaimed: “!יהוה! יהוה a God compassionate and gracious, slow to
anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness, extending kindness to
the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin
—yet not remitting all punishment, but visiting the iniquity of
parents upon children and children’s children, upon the third and
fourth generations.” Moses hastened to bow low to the ground in
homage, and said, “If I have gained Your favor, O my lord, pray, let
my lord go in our midst, even though this is a stiffnecked people.
Pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for Your own!” [God]
said: I hereby make a covenant. Before all your people I will work
such wonders as have not been wrought on all the earth or in any
nation; and all the people who are with you shall see how awesome
are יהוה’s deeds which I will perform for you.

3

ראש השנה י״ז ב:ה׳
״וַיַּעֲבוֹר יהוה עַל פָּנָיו וַיִּקְרָא״. אָמַר רַבִּי יוֹחָנָן: אִלְמָלֵא מִקְרָא
כָּתוּב, אִי אֶפְשָׁר לְאוֹמְרוֹ. מְלַמֵּד שֶׁנִּתְעַטֵּף הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּ< הוּא

כִּשְׁלִיחַ צִבּוּר, וְהֶרְאָה לוֹ לְמֹשֶׁה סֵדֶר תְּפִלָּה. אָמַר לוֹ: כׇּל זְמַן

https://www.sefaria.org/Rosh_Hashanah.17b.5
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שֶׁיִּשְׂרָאֵל חוֹטְאִין — יַעֲשׂוּ לְפָנַי כַּסֵּדֶר הַזֶּה וַאֲנִי מוֹחֵל לָהֶם.

Rosh Hashanah 17b:5
§ The verse states: “And the Lord passed by before him, and

proclaimed” (Exodus 34:6). Rabbi Yoḥanan said: Were it not

explicitly written in the verse, it would be impossible to say this, as
it would be insulting to God’s honor. The verse teaches that the

Holy One, Blessed be He, wrapped Himself in a prayer shawl like a

prayer leader and showed Moses the structure of the order of the
prayer. He said to him: Whenever the Jewish people sin, let them

act before Me in accordance with this order. Let the prayer leader
wrap himself in a prayer shawl and publicly recite the thirteen
attributes of mercy, and I will forgive them.

4

סוטה י״ד א:ד׳
אֶלָּא, לְהַלֵּ< אַחַר מִדּוֹתָיו שֶׁל הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּ< הוּא: מָה הוּא מַלְבִּישׁ

עֲרוּמִּים, דִּכְתִיב: ״וַיַּעַשׂ ה׳ אvֱהִים לְאָדָם וּלְאִשְׁתּוֹ כׇּתְנוֹת עוֹר
וַיַּלְבִּשֵׁם״ — אַף אַתָּה הַלְבֵּשׁ עֲרוּמִּים. הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּ< הוּא בִּיקֵּר
חוֹלִים, דִּכְתִיב: ״וַיֵּרָא אֵלָיו ה׳ בְּאvֵנֵי מַמְרֵא״ — אַף אַתָּה בַּקֵּר
חוֹלִים. הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּ< הוּא נִיחֵם אֲבֵלִים, דִּכְתִיב: ״וַיְהִי אַחֲרֵי מוֹת
אַבְרָהָם וַיְבָרֶ< אvֱהִים אֶת יִצְחָק בְּנוֹ״ — אַף אַתָּה נַחֵם אֲבֵלִים.
הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּ< הוּא קָבַר מֵתִים, דִּכְתִיב: ״וַיִּקְבֹּר אוֹתוֹ בַּגַּי״ — אַף

https://www.sefaria.org/Rosh_Hashanah.17b.5
https://www.sefaria.org/Sotah.14a.4
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אַתָּה קְבוֹר מֵתִים.

Sotah 14a:4
He explains: Rather, the meaning is that one should follow the

attributes of the Holy One, Blessed be He. He provides several
examples. Just as He clothes the naked, as it is written: “And the

Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skin, and

clothed them” (Genesis 3:21), so too, should you clothe the naked.

Just as the Holy One, Blessed be He, visits the sick, as it is written

with regard to God’s appearing to Abraham following his
circumcision: “And the Lord appeared unto him by the terebinths

of Mamre” (Genesis 18:1), so too, should you visit the sick. Just as
the Holy One, Blessed be He, consoles mourners, as it is written:

“And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed

Isaac his son” (Genesis 25:11), so too, should you console

mourners. Just as the Holy One, Blessed be He, buried the dead,

as it is written: “And he was buried in the valley in the land of
Moab” (Deuteronomy 34:6), so too, should you bury the dead.

5

ברכות ז׳ א:ג׳
אָמַר רַב זוּטְרָא בַּר טוֹבִיָּה, אָמַר רב: ״יְהִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָנַי שֶׁיִּכְבְּשׁוּ
רַחֲמַי אֶת כַּעֲסִי, וְיִגּוֹלּוּ רַחֲמַי עַל מִדּוֹתַי, וְאֶתְנַהֵג עִם בָּנַי בְּמִדַּת

https://www.sefaria.org/Sotah.14a.4
https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.7a.3
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רַחֲמִים, וְאֶכָּנֵס לָהֶם לִפְנִים מִשּׁוּרַת הַדִּין״.

Berakhot 7a:3
Rav Zutra bar Tovia said that Rav said: God says: May it be My

will that My mercy will overcome My anger towards Israel for their
transgressions, and may My mercy prevail over My other attributes

through which Israel is punished, and may I conduct myself toward

My children, Israel, with the attribute of mercy, and may I enter

before them beyond the letter of the law.

https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.7a.3

