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Massacres and Pogroms throughout our history

What is the
halachic approach
to the most
horrible question

ever asked of a
Rav?
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HaRav Ephraim Oshry, zt’l (1914-2003) posek in the Kovno Ghetto
Oct. 27, 1941, two days before the horrific Black Day of the Kovho Gheto when...

10,000 men, women, and children were to be taken away to be butchered;

A respected member of the community came to the Rav with tears in his eyes,
Asked: The German sadists - to enjoy the suffering of their victims...

Would kill children before the eyes of parents; women before their husbands;
It would be too painful to witness the horrible suffering of his own loved ones...

Shailah: Could he terminate his own life to avoid witnessing deaths of loved ones
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HaRav Ephraim Oshry paskened:

Although he would definitely be subjected to unbearable suffering by
the abominable German murderers...

He was still NOT allowed to commit suicide

Permitting suicide in such a case meant surrendering to the enemy...
Viewed as an immense desecration of G-d’s name

Showed lack of emunah in G-d's capability to save him

Addendum: in Kovno, there were only three suicides in all that time!
All were people who grew intensely depressed

Rest of the ghetto dwellers trusted and hoped that G-d would not forsake His people
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Primary Torah Source
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I'NX T'NI 1 HaRav Yakov Tzvi Mecklenburg (1785-1865)
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1 Both forms of murder are prohibited



Daniel: Chapter 3

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah
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6 And whoever will not fall and prostrate himself, will
at that time be cast into a burning, fiery furnace.”

12 There are Judahite men whom you appointed over
the affairs of the capital cities of Babylon, namely
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego; these men did
not take counsel to follow your decree, O king. They do
not worship your god and they do not prostrate
themselves to the golden image that you have set up."

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego answered and
said to the king, "Nebuchadnezzar, we do not care to
answer you about this matter.

17 Behold there is our G-d whom we worship; He can
save us. From the burning, fiery furnace and from your
hands, O king, He will save [us].
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Re: Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah
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Shoftim 9:53-54
Avimelech and his sword bearer

53 Buta certain woman threw an  Avimelech ben Gideon (Yerubaal)

upper millstone on Avimelech's head,
crushing his skull. Judge of Israel for 3 years

54  Then he called quickly to the Would have died imminently...

young man, his armor bearer, and Asked his armor bearer to save
said to him, Draw your sword and kill

me, so that it will not be said of me, him from the ext.rem”e _
“A woman slew him”. And the young ~ €mbarrassment of being “killed

man pierced him, and he died. by a woman”



Shoftim 16:30
Shimshon’s Death
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Shaul’s Death
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3 And the battle fell heavy upon Saul, and
the archers found him, and he was very
much frightened of the archers.

4 Saul said to his armor-bearer, "Draw your
sword and run me through, or these
uncircumcised fellows will come and run me
through and abuse me." But his armor-
bearer was terrified and would not do it; so
Saul took his own sword and fell on it.

5 When the armor-bearer saw that Saul was
dead, he too fell on his sword and died with
him.



Shaul’s Death

Radak

Shaul did NOT sin by killing himself...
Since Shmuel told him he was to die today -

There was no escaping his outcome...

Better to kill himself than let the “areilim”
have their way with him



Maharzav
(Breishis Rabbah 34:13)

“It would have been a big Chilul Hashem if
the King of Israel were mocked, defiled and
tortured by idolaters”

Ramban also notes: Yevamos 78b states -
Shaul was not properly eulogized; thus his
death was clearly NOT considered a sin
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Da’as Zekeinim (N:V N'WUNXN])
Shaul did NOT sin in killing himself

Afraid they would force him to worship idols...

Because of torture he would not be able to resist
Beis Yosef (Tur YD 157) brings this lehalacha,...
But also brings an opinion that Shaul was wrong



Masada 77xn

- 73 CE: Roman governor Lucius Flavius Silva sieged Masada

Eleazar ben Yair was leader of the Jews in Masada
Jewish rebels threw stones at builders of siege ramp
Romans used captured Jewish prisoners to build ramp
The walls of the fortress were breached in 73 CE

Josephus: Roman discovered that its 960 inhabitants
committed mass suicide or killed each other

Only two women and five children were found alive
Accuracy of all details is debatable

Halachically permissible?




Beis Yosef (Tur YD 157)

Quotes a story of a certain Rav who permitted
slaughtering children in order to avoid them being taken
away and converted.

Another Rav was very angry with him and called him a
murderer. He said "If I'm right, this other Rav will die in
a strange way."

And that is what happened - idolaters came and flayed
the other Rav’s skin and put salt on the open wounds
and this Rav was tortured to death.




Analysis of Other Poskim

.N' DT ATIAY X200
= Permitted to commit suicide if you are afraid you will be unable to withstand torture and will convert

INXY'1L D NAAN |'T , 0N NINIX (HaRav Aharon HaKohen of Lunil): 2 opinions
1. Permitted to commit suicide if you are afraid you will be unable to withstand torture and will convert

2. Forbidden to commit suicide regardless; Shaul ben Kish didn’t act in accord with “ratzon chachamim”
vl:n "2 Nn7v 2w n' (Maharshal):

= Not permitted to commit suicide; but Shaul was permitted to do so because:
= More lives would be lost if Shaul were to be captured (concerned he would be tortured for information)

= Great chilul HaShem if Shaul were to be captured
HaRav Shaul Berlin (controversial author of Besamim Rosh)
= Suicide is only prohibited if one done as an act of rebellion against G-d or for philosophical reasons
21 'o "2 7'7n "2 xarTan ny T oyv a1V (HaRav Shlomo Kluger):
= |If one cannot withstand torture, it is actually a Kiddush HaShem to commit suicide




How Do We Treat
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What is the position of
recent and contemporary gedolim?



What is the Bottom Line re Suicide?

Kill Me Now?

“lo aleinu”, under very
selected circumstance,
Maybe

Hashem Yimkom Damam
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