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Octateuch <<

The Octateuch is a traditional name for the first eight
books of the Bible, comprising the Pentateuch, plus
the Book of Joshua, the Book of Judges and the Book
of Ruth. These texts make up the first eight books of
the Septuagint, which provided the ordering used in

- traditional Christian Bibles. Wikipedia -
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WRITINGS

(major)
Psalms
Proverbs
PROPHETS Job
(early)
Joshua (minor)
Judges Song of Songs
Samuel (1-2) Ruth
TORAH Kings (1-2) Lamentations
Ecclesiastes
Genesis (later) Esther
Exodus Isaiah
Leviticus Jeremiah Daniel
Numbers Ezekiel Ezra (Nehemiah)

Deuteronomy Minor Prophets Chronicles (1-2)




RABBINIC SOURCES FOR CANONIZATION

e Genizah: texts that were rejected from the
canon were concealed or sequestered;

o Tum at

yadayim:

SCTO!

Is containing

genuine biblical books defile one’s hands,
i.e. impart a minor, rabbinically imposed
degree of ritual impurity.




MISHNAH SH’KALIM 6:2
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It once happened that a priest who was busy
[there] noticed that the floor [of the wood
storage area] was different from the others. He
went and told it to his friend but before he had
time to finish his words his soul departed. Then
they knew for certain that there the Ark was

hidden.




BT SHABBAT 115 A

Rabbi Yosei reported: Abba Halafta once RAR1 AVYN 20V 717 IR

visited Rabban Gamli’el ... in Tiberias and pispiab! 129 AN '[‘7?1\’) RNaYN
saw him seated at his table ... reading a 2VY NY IRNNDY ,RI0V) 92
scroll of a targum of the Book of Job. He said 2998 990 17727 ... 1IN0 HY

to him: | well remember your grandfather,
Rabban Gamli’el [the Elder], who was
standing on the slope of the Temple Mount
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when a scroll of a targum of the Book of Job N2 NOYN 23 DY TMY NV
was brought before him, and he instructed 2R 990 17195 IRAM ,NaN
the mason to bury it beneath a course of NN NYHY NI IR ,DININ
stones. [Whereupon,] he [too] instructed ATIN PIY 1YY RIN qR 72730

that it be concealed.




SHABBAT 30 B

The Sages sought to conceal the Book of 790 nlﬂ‘? DON 1\’)|7’3.
Ecclesiastes, because it is self-contradictory. T ]’7]119 17TV 9N nbnp

Why, then, did they not conceal it? Because

it [both] begins and ends with words of 297 N‘) N 9M ’nt NN
Torah... They also sought to conceal the
Book of Proverbs because it was self- NN MaT U'\‘?’nn\’) aha)a)

contradictory The Midrash (Kohelet Rabbah 990 qu 7990 727 1970)

|:4) reports a different consideration,
namely that some verses in Ecclesiastes 1917 VIV ,nllb VP’ "7\’”3

appeared heretical (mattin le-zad minut).
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HAGIGAH 13 A

Rav Yehudah said: Indeed, that man, INIR MO, D72 ;DTN 27 IR
Hananyah ben Hizkiyah, should be

remembered fondly. If not for him, the ANV PPN 2 7Im ,:IJU‘? WRN
Book of Ezekiel would have been concealed, SORPIN 990 111 RIN RHYNHR

because it contradicted the Torah.
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What did he do? They brought up 300
measures of oil, and he sat in his attic and NIRN \mbw 1‘7 151’” 2NVYy N

analyzed it [and reconciled the JVITY Y52 v 1NW 227

contradictions].




MISHNAH YADAYIM 3:5

Holy Scriptures defile one’s hands.

The Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes defile
one’s hands.
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Rabbi Yehudah says: The Song of Songs
defiles one’s hands, but there is a dispute
regarding Ecclesiastes.

Rabbi Yosei says: Ecclesiastes does not
defile one’s hands, and the Song of Songs is
in dispute.

Rabbi Shimon says: [The status of]
Ecclesiastes is one of the leniencies of the
House of Shammai and stringencies of the
House of Hillel.
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—the Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes defile

* Rabbi Shimon ben Azzai said: | have a

tradition from the seventy-two elders,
from the day that Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah
was made dean of the yeshivah, that [both]
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one’s hands.

* Rabbi Akiva said: God forbid! No Jew ever
questioned [the status of] the Song of
Songs [and suggested] that it does not
defile one’s hands, for all existence pales in
comparison to the day that the Song of
Songs was given to Israel. If all scriptures
are holy, then the Song of Songs is of
utmost holiness. If there was ever a
dispute, it was only over Ecclesiastes
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ACCEPTS THE APOCRYP
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Biblical apocrypha <<

The biblical apocrypha denotes the collection of
apocryphal ancient books thought to have been
written some time between 200 BC and AD 400.
Some Christian churches include some or all of the
same texts within the body of their version of the Old
Testament, terming them deuterocanonical books.
Wikipedia




Tanakh (Judaism)

Torah (Instruction) [show]
Nevi'im (Prophets) [show]
[show]

Ketuvim (Writings)

Old Testament (Christianity)

Pentateuch [show]
Historical [show]
Wisdom [show]
Prophetic [show]
Deuterocanonical [hide]

Tobit - Judith - Additions to Esther -
1 Maccabees - 2 Maccabees -
Wisdom of Solomon - Sirach - Baruch /
Letter of Jeremiah - Additions to Daniel

Orthodox only
1 Esdras - 2 Esdras - Prayer of Manasseh
- Psalm 151 - 3 Maccabees -
4 Maccabees - Odes

Orthodox Tewahedo
1 Enoch - Jubilees - 1, 2, and 3 Meqabyan
- Paralipomena of Baruch - Broader canon

Old Testament (Christianity)

Pentateuch [hide]
Genesis - Exodus - Leviticus - Numbers -
Deuteronomy
Historical [hide]

Joshua - Judges - Ruth - 1 and 2 Samuel -
1 and 2 Kings - 1 and 2 Chronicles - Ezra -
Nehemiah - Esther

Wisdom [hide]
Job - Psalms - Proverbs - Ecclesiastes -
Song of Songs
Prophetic [hide]
Major prophets
Isaiah - Jeremiah - Lamentations - Ezekiel
- Daniel

Minor prophets

Hosea - Joel - Amos - Obadiah - Jonah -
Micah - Nahum - Habakkuk - Zephaniah -
Haggai - Zechariah - Malachi



BEN SIRA
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The Gospels (?) and [other] JPR P00 901 DNVYIIN
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Raba [again] said to Rabbah b. Mari:
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Whence can be derived the popular saying, ‘A bad

palm will usually make its way to a grove of barren

trees’? — He replied: This matter was written in
the Pentateuch, repeated in the Prophets,
mentioned a third time in the Hagiographa, and
also learnt in a Mishnah and taught in a Baraitha:
It is stated in the Pentateuch as written, “So Esau
went unto Ishmael;” repeated in the Prophets, as
written, “And there gathered themselves to
Jephthah idle men and they went out with him;”
mentioned a third time in the Hagiographa, as
written: “Every fowl dwells near its kind and man
near his equa
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BEN SIRA |3

* 13Be on your guard and take care 9RY P01 2P MWD () ©
never to accompany lawless ‘onN "R DY TonON
people. GRS Gy s T2

291,70 2082 1930 92 () °
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¥ Every living thing loves its own
kind, and we all love someone like

ourselves. 331 ‘pm 1‘7323 Y32 ';;3 N (10) .
» 15 Every living being keeps close to DTIR A

its own kind; and people
associate with their own kind.
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And R. Aha b. Jacob said: There is still another Heaven YD TIV :2APY? 92 RNR 29 IR
above the heads of the living creatures, for it is NVNN YWRIN NYYNRY V? TAR

written: Ano! over the he:.alds of the Ilylng creatures YIDT NN PORT HY MATIR 1N
there was a likeness of a firmament, like the color of
79 WY IRD TY .RININ NP PYI

the terrible ice, stretched forth over their heads

above.” Thus far you have permission to speak, T2 PR - TR IRIND 1270 MY
thenceforward you have not permission to speak, for 12 9902 21N 1PV ,72TY MY
so it is written in the Book of Ben Sira: “Seek not WITTH SR N RY9INI RO
things that are too hard for thee, and search not AN PPN YR TP NDIINI)

things that are hidden from thee. The things that
have been permitted thee, think thereupon; thou
hast no business with the things that are secret.” MNola
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BEN SIRA 3

21 What is too sublime for you, do
not seek; do not reach into things
that are hidden from you.

22\What is committed to you, pay
heed to;

what is hidden is not your
concern.
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B'MIDBAR RABBAH NASO 1[4

“Moreover, my son, beware” (Ecclesiastes
12:12). God said: | have written twenty-

four books for you; beware lest you add to
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DMVY] T RN I VTP IR (27

them.

Why? “Making many books endlessly”:
whoever reads [liturgically] a verse that is
not from the twenty-four books is judged
as if he were reading from an illegitimate
book. Therefore “beware the making of
many books,” because one who does so

has no share in the World to Come.
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MIDRASH TANHUMA’, VAYEILEKH |

“Moses went and spoke all these words to all of Israel” (Deuteronomy
31:1).The term “going” connotes rebuke—to wit:“Go see the works of
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—God” (Psalms 46:9). At the end.of Ecclesiastes it says:-The wards of

sages are like goads ...” (Ecclesiastes 12:11). Just as a goad directs the
cow to its furrows, so do words of Torah direct the minds of those who

study them to do well.

“... As well-planted nails.” Just as the nail is fixed, so are words of Torah
fixed (immutable). Just as planting yields fruit, so do words of Torah
produce fruitful interpretations.

“... Given by the one shepherd.” Even though some declare impure and
others pure, some prohibit while others permit, all cite the authority of
Moses, who received [them] from God.

9 ¢

... “Masmerot,” “[well-planted] nails,” is written with a sin [rather than a
samekh] to indicate that the Torah includes twenty-four books,
corresponding to the number of [priestly] shifts (mishmarot) established
by King David... Similarly, in Chronicles the name of David is given the
full spelling T17(With an extra yod), whose numerical value is twenty-
four, corresponding to the twenty-four shifts he established. (Midrash
Tanhuma’, Vayyelekh 1)
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AN IDEOLOGICAL AFTERTHOUGHT

2 Chronicles 36:19-21
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[The Babylonians] burned the Temple,
knocked down the walls of Jerusalem, put all
its palaces to flames, and destroyed all its
choice appurtenances.The remnant of the
sword was exiled to Babylonia and became
servants to [Nebuchadnezzar] and his
children until the kingdom of Persia arose.
This fulfilled the word of God through
Jeremiah:“Until the land shall appease its
Sabbaths.” In its destruction, it remained
fallow for seventy years.
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2 Chronicles 36:22-23
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In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, when the
[aforementioned] prophecy of Jeremiah had come
to pass, God awakened the spirit of Cyrus king of
Persia, who issued a proclamation, oral and
written, throughout his kingdom, declaring: “Thus
says Cyrus king of Persia: The Lord, god of heaven
and earth, has given me all the kingdoms of earth
and has commanded me to build Him a house in

Jerusalem within Judah.Whoever among you of His

people, let his Lord god be with him and may he
ascend.”
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This postscript to history signifies that the
rabbinic overseers of the canonization process
wanted to stipulate that, as Nahum Sarna put it,
“The consummation of history involves the ideal of
the return of the Jewish people to its land, of the
restoration of Jewish sovereignty and of spiritual
renewal.”

Nahum Sarna, “The Authority and Interpretation of Scripture in Jewish Tradition,” in
Studies in Biblical Interpretation (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 2000), p. 70.




