CANONIZATION Il

KOHELET AND THE CLOSING OF THE CANON
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B'MIDBAR RABBAH NASO 1[4

“Moreover, my son, beware” (Ecclesiastes
12:12). God said: | have written twenty-

four books for you; beware lest you add to
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them.

Why? “Making many books endlessly”:
whoever reads [liturgically] a verse that is
not from the twenty-four books is judged
as if he were reading from an illegitimate
book.Therefore “beware the making of
many books,” because one who does so

has no share in the World to Come.
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MIDRASH TANHUMA’, VAYEILEKH |

“Moses went and spoke all these words to all of Israel” (Deuteronomy
31:1).The term “going” connotes rebuke—to wit:“Go see the works of
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—a0d” (Psalms 46:9) At the end.of Ecclesiastes it says:“The words of

sages are like goads ...” (Ecclesiastes 12:11). Just as a goad directs the
cow to its furrows, so do words of Torah direct the minds of those who

study them to do well.

“... As well-planted nails.” Just as the nail is fixed, so are words of Torah
fixed (immutable). Just as planting yields fruit, so do words of Torah
produce fruitful interpretations.

“... Given by the one shepherd.” Even though some declare impure and
others pure, some prohibit while others permit, all cite the authority of
Moses, who received [them] from God.

9 ¢

... “Masmerot,” “[well-planted] nails,” is written with a sin [rather than a
samekh] to indicate that the Torah includes twenty-four books,
corresponding to the number of [priestly] shifts (mishmarot) established
by King David... Similarly, in Chronicles the name of David is given the
full spelling T1T(With an extra yod), whose numerical value is twenty-
four, corresponding to the twenty-four shifts he established. (Midrash
Tanhuma’, Vayyelekh 1)
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AN IDEOLOGICAL AFTERTHOUGHT

2 Chronicles 36:19-21
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[The Babylonians] burned the Temple,
knocked down the walls of Jerusalem, put all
its palaces to flames, and destroyed all its
choice appurtenances.The remnant of the
sword was exiled to Babylonia and became
servants to [Nebuchadnezzar] and his
children until the kingdom of Persia arose.
This fulfilled the word of God through
Jeremiah: “Until the land shall appease its
Sabbaths.” In its destruction, it remained
fallow for seventy years.
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2 Chronicles 36:22-23
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In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, when the
[aforementioned] prophecy of Jeremiah had come
to pass, God awakened the spirit of Cyrus king of
Persia, who issued a proclamation, oral and
written, throughout his kingdom, declaring: “Thus
says Cyrus king of Persia: The Lord, god of heaven
and earth, has given me all the kingdoms of earth
and has commanded me to build Him a house in

Jerusalem within Judah.Whoever among you of His

people, let his Lord god be with him and may he
ascend.”
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This postscript to history signifies that the
rabbinic overseers of the canonization process
wanted to stipulate, as Nahum Sarna put it, that
“The consummation of history involves the ideal of
the return of the Jewish people to its land, of the

restoration of Jewish sovereignty, and of spiritual
renewal.”

Nahum Sarna, “The Authority and Interpretation of Scripture in Jewish Tradition,” in
Studies in Biblical Interpretation (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 2000), p. 70.




BEN-SIRA AND THE GENIZAH
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the terrible ice, stretched forth over their heads
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things that are hidden from thee. The things that
have been permitted thee, think thereupon; thou
hast no business with the things that are secret.” MnNola
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BEN SIRA 3

21 What is too sublime for you, do
not seek; do not reach into things
that are hidden from you.

22\What is committed to you, pay
heed to;

what is hidden is not your
concern.

,WI7TH R 990 niRYa (07) °
IPND SR 7910 NI

72 PRY 11NN WY nna ()
.MIN01a poy







777 hra THE CAIRO GENIZAH




A CENTURY OF GENIZAH STUDIES

* |.Definition of terms "mnw" 111
* 2.Location of the Cairo Genizah:
The (Ben) Ezra Synagogue
* 3. Pre-discovery:Wertheimer, Antonin

* 4, Discovery: Solomon Schechter

Dispersion: Moscow, St. Petersburg, Cambridge, New York
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“SHEIMOS” AND GENIZAH
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Shuls, schools and Jewish organizations
solve all your Shaimos problems,
We can pick up your Shaimos in plastic bags and bury it
for a small fee,
With approval of many Rabbonim,



FUSTAT (OLD CAIRO)

~9 %, SANJAC | A N
\ Tenaqe Msigie / }m adass Axrshs B N 6)9 34
vh Tarostu <5 nised AMstak Pacva £ & < &
}} ) < © . = : S22 =
" @ kh_Se =1 Mathagie Maszer X4 { +
s <
& \, Miigaes Wandiais (00 s RARA ! =
o , i1k 2 p +
% N / = Vit Brin ’q-,," naayam ] lii \
= 4"7, ’lv.n'n'xquu " a';§ Sr N pa L AR Sh \
Al Malok -~ \\‘;
il g
e v Sy s,
2 M F 12 Dataer ~ - o«
- Salad 32 2: Sxima Manwan
:';::l;‘-“: o‘l' ‘l:a“’ ',,?ﬁs’i'”'c““ o Makudes o2 Takey I 2608 Messee
I Ashipad Wizem of Wedicine Remuins of Jemple ol fupe (M angets 2hm
Bur Salx) ®  Nius el S:luru ®mReses fr Temghe ‘e H |
1l Jakine) Sooys isTlMeiie de Midiue o £ ) = Musiten, ) Alanr - = |
g Sr ";.nu:e'::;'“ -zll’ﬂll JiresyRe, SU: AARLYS t [y ‘-\ {
Ll s PR A i e AMARA JOUWANIYEH | " ' |
aph Pasty I",,, LI ..'.:.' ¥ ;.r‘: s kola‘lrﬂ 812 % |
G- % S e AL BARID Salrrsad Movare MaduBIER g T I
) T P, L M Pt drc Boigyaits
::'t-'ﬂ.'r; 4 Ky - Vadwised Sacp e [
1 B - T RCT S AL QAIMARIYEH
poeare Lfsianyg w y .
- HAGHOOR Uiint %irim < [T "
JOUNANY Henmanw Soor ad Qeer mn W 0y ot MatiR of Timger le 4
Ksax Sevemas Jazh R
re has 37:"“"‘"'". = -:‘!’)'l’ l!x’::'!,";:: Yoy 5z !
L & 4z, Al ©ALKHARAB <, — |
tem of SXesd Sado MAZANET 4‘)/ a1 A9 Tohes 3
e gx C2edy Mastad\ it Miare feelr Dar 2200
!hcn Lin Q)" |
s, H SHAH @ = |
< mVins Nasse 5 =) S Muys Chane !
Malise N o * 1 Egsse e 51 -Wanr i P
st s> | ® = e
C Lstapna & ! ol “',1“-':::.‘::,:: p‘_xi" el Lrame Crech
Sebapea v@ & fpian o Anoes
l %,

S 5 L BAB TOUMA

Mypcense 3l Lk
SN aaiaite Cx Nasy




(BEN) EZRA SYNAGOGUE
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THE “SYMBIOSIS”
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A 10TH CENTURY HAGGADAH ;0 o

* This text follows the rites
(rituals) of the “Palestinian”
(Land of Israel) synagogue in
Cairo.

* Note the familiar ( D*1* 7y
N?7'01) as well as the novel
continuation on this page and
the next.




HAGGADAH (CONTINUED)

* Notice how the order of the
Seder (which itself means
order) in this ritual includes
several berakhot that are

unfamiliar to us.The Cairo

Genizah has provided many

such examples.




WHY IS THIS SLIDE DIFFERENT?hn nanwa

* Compare this version
of the famous “Mah
Nishtanah” on this
slide and the next, with
the familiar one.

* See, again, how more
“fluid” or “flexible”

their liturgy was.



WHY IS THIS SLIDE DIFFERENT?hn nanwa

* What conclusions may we
draw regarding the history of
our liturgy from examples such

as these!?




MAIMONIDES (RAMBAM)
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THE GENIZAH AND YOU

* Imagine how historians in a thousand years would describe your community if the only
source of information they had about it was the contents of the SHEMOT box in your

synagogue!

* Which texts are deposited there!?

* Is the box ever emptied? What happens to its contents?




THE GENIZAH AND YOU

* Imagine what impression someone would form about you, personally, if they all they
could judge you on was your home library? But before you let them in, tear the covers
off all your books, rip out the title pages, destroy the bindings and then scatter the loose
pages, randomly, in four or five different rooms--on three different continents




