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Mishnah Sukkah 3:12

(12) Originally, during the Temple era,
the lulav was taken in the Temple for
seven days, and in the rest of the
country outside the Temple it was
taken for one day. Once the Temple
was destroyed, Rabban Yohanan ben
Zakkai instituted an ordinance that
the lulav should be taken even in the
rest of the country for seven days, in
commemoration of the Temple. And
for similar reasons, he instituted an
ordinance that for the entire day of
waving the omer offering, it should be
prohibited to eat the grain of the new
crop. Itis prohibited to eat the grain of
the new crop until the omer offering is
brought and waved in the Temple on
the sixteenth of Nisan. The offering
was sacrificed in the morning;
however, after taking potential delays
into consideration, the new crop
remained prohibited until it was clear
that the offering had been sacrificed.
Practically speaking, it was prohibited
to eat the new grain until the sixteenth
of Nisan was over; it was permitted
only on the seventeenth. Once the
Temple was destroyed and there was
no longer an omer offering sacrificed, it
was permitted to eat the new crop on
the sixteenth. However, Rabban
Yohanan instituted an ordinance that
eating the new grain would remain
prohibited until the seventeenth to
commemorate the Temple.
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Exodus 12:8-9 V-2 Nnw

(8) They shall eat the flesh that same WR-YY T 197932 20NN 1298 (M)
night; they shall eat it roasted over the 159KA9X (1) 399N 'D,ﬁb-bg iy
fire, with unleavened bread and with s i en Lot cole®s 3an,
bitter herbs. (9) Do not eat any of it wXTX DN P D.?ﬁ@:-l 2W3I W NJUDD
raw, or cooked in any way with water, 4377291 11977y RS
but roasted—head, legs, and

entrails—over the fire.

Philo of Alexandria, Special Laws 2.148

On this day every dwelling-house is invested with the outward semblance and
dignity of a temple. The victim is then slaughtered and dressed for the festal meal
which befits the occasion. The guests assembled for the banquet have been cleansed
by purificatory lustrations, and are there not as in other festive gatherings, to
indulge the belly with wine and meats, but to fulfill with prayers and hymns the
custom handed down by their fathers.

Mishnah Beitzah 2:7 12’2 1182 Mawn

(7) Rabban Gamliel also said three o 0127 mp‘“pg;’ AR NI AR (1)
things as leniencies, in OppOSitiOIl to Djva 7?3.173'1—[ aN @ KniElal ,NTUDH 1’2 177200
the view of most of the Sages: One N iﬁ;ﬂOD Shbn 0%on T3 iV ":m
may sweep the room of the couches T T o e
on a Festival, i.e., the dining room, 01K
where they would recline on couches

to eat, as there is no concern that by

sweeping the room one might come to

fill in the holes and level the ground.

And one may place incense consisting

of fragrant herbs on burning coals in

order to perfume one’s house on a

Festival. And one may prepare a

whole kid goat, meaning a kid goat

roasted whole, with its entrails over its

head, on the night of Passover, as was

the custom when they roasted the

Paschal lamb in the Temple. However,

the Rabbis prohibit all three

practices: It is prohibited to sweep lest
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one come to level the ground, it is
prohibited to burn incense because it
does not meet the criteria of permitted
food preparation, and it is prohibited
to eat a kid that was roasted whole on
the night of Passover because it would
appear as if he were eating consecrated
food outside the Temple.

Mekhilta DeRabbi Shimon Bar Yochai
12:9

“f...butroasted—head, legs, and
entrails— over the fire’ (Exod. 12:9).
One would place its head and its legs
and its entrails inside of it—The words
of R. Yosi ha-Gelili. R. Akiva said to him,
“Even those that were [normally]
cooked inside were to be parched, so
they hung them outside of it.” R.
Ishmael called it a “lamb with a helmet”
[because the legs and entrails were
piled on top of the head]. R. Tarfon
called it “tochbar,” because its inside
was like its outside.

Mishnah Pesachim 7:2

(2) One may not roast the Paschal
lamb on the metal spit nor on a metal
grill [askela]. However, Rabbi Tzadok
said: There was an incident with
Rabban Gamliel, who said to his
slave Tavi: Go and roast the Paschal
lamb for us on the grill.
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Tosefta Beitzah (Lieberman) 2:15

Mishnah Pesachim 4:4

(4) In a place where people were
accustomed to eat roasted meat on
Passover evenings, one may eat it. In
a place where people were
accustomed not to eat, one may not
eatit.

Mishnah Pesachim 10:3-5

(3) The attendants brought vegetables
before the leader of the seder prior to
the meal. He dips the hazeret before
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he reaches the dessert of the bread.
They brought before him matza and
hazeret and haroset, and two cooked
dishes in honor of the Festival. The
tanna comments that this was the
practice, although eating haroset is
not a mitzva but merely a custom.
Rabbi Eliezer ben Tzadok says:
Actually, it is a mitzva to eat haroset.
And in the period when the Temple
stood and they offered the Paschal
lamb, they brought before him the
body of the Paschal lamb.

(4) The attendants poured the second
cup for the leader of the seder, and
here the son asks his father. And if
the son does not have the
intelligence, his father teaches him.
Why is this night different from all
other nights? As on all other nights
we eat leavened bread and matza as
preferred; on this night all our bread
is matza. As on all other nights we
eat other vegetables; on this night
we eat bitter herbs. As on all other
nights we eat either roasted, stewed,
or cooked meat, but on this night all
the meat is the roasted meat of the
Paschal lamb. As on all other nights
we dip the vegetables in a liquid
during the meal only oncej however,
on this night we dip twice. And
according to the intelligence of the
son, his father teaches him. He
begins with the Jewish people’s
disgrace and concludes with their
glory. And he expounds from the
passage: “An Aramean tried to
destroy my father” (Deuteronomy
26:5), until he concludes explaining
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the entire section.

(5) Rabban Gamliel would say:
Anyone who did not say these three
matters on Passover has not fulfilled
his obligation: The Paschal lamb,
matza, and bitter herbs. When one
mentions these matters, he must
elaborate and explain them: The
Paschal lamb is brought because the
Omnipresent passed over [pasah]
the houses of our forefathers in
Egypt, as it is stated: “That you shall
say: It is the sacrifice of the Lord’s
Paschal offering for He passed over
the houses of the children of Israel in
Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians,
and delivered our houses” (Exodus
12:27). Rabban Gamliel continues to
explain: The reason for matza is
because our forefathers were
redeemed from Egypt, as it is stated:
“And they baked the dough that
they took out of Egypt as cakes of
matzot, for it was not leavened, as they
were thrust out of Egypt and could not
tarry, neither had they prepared for
themselves any victual” (Exodus
12:39). The reason for bitter herbs is
because the Egyptians embittered
our forefathers’ lives in Egypt, asitis
stated: “And they embittered their
lives with hard service, in mortar and
in brick; in all manner of service in the
field, all the service that they made
them serve was with rigor” (Exodus
1:14). The tanna of the mishna further
states: In each and every generation
a person must view himself as
though he personally left Egypt, as it
is stated: “And you shall tell your



son on that day, saying: It is because
of this which the Lord did for me
when I came forth out of Egypt”
(Exodus 13:8). Therefore we are
obligated to thank, praise, glorify,
extol, exalt, honor, bless, revere, and
laud [lekales] the One who
performed for our forefathers and
for us all these miracles: He took us
out from slavery to freedom, from
sorrow to joy, from mourning to a
Festival, from darkness to a great
light, and from enslavement to
redemption. And we will say before
Him: Halleluya.

Tosefta Berakhot (Lieberman) 4:8
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