HAFTARAH OF B’REISHIT

ISAIAH 42: 5 ff.

(5) Thus says God, Hashem, He who created the heavens
and stretched them forth, who spread forth the earth and
that which comes out of it, who gives breath to the people
upon it and spirit to those that walk there, (6) "I, Hashem,
have called you in righteousness, and have taken hold of
your hand, and kept you, and set you for a covenant of the
people, for a light for the nations, (7) to open the blind
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, and
those that sit in darkness out from the prison. (8) I am
Hashem, that is My name; and My glory | will not give to
another, or My praise to graven images. (9) Behold, the
former things have come to pass and | declare new things;
before they spring forth, I tell you of them." (10) Sing to
Hashem a new song and His praise from the end of the
earth. You that go down to the sea, and all that is there, the
isles and their inhabitants. (11) Let the wilderness and its
cities lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar inhabits. Let
the inhabitants of Sela exult; let them shout from the top of
the mountains. (12) Let them give glory to Hashem and
declare His praise in the islands. (13) Hashem will go forth
as a mighty man. He will stir up jealousy like a man of war.
He will cry, yes, He will shout aloud. He will prove Himself
mighty against His enemies.
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God created the great sea creatures, every living creature that creeps which the waters
swarmed forth, of all kinds, and every winged bird of every kind. God saw that it was good.

PSALMS 74

(12) Yet God is my King of old, working salvation in the
midst of the earth. (13) You broke the sea in pieces by
Your strength; You shattered the heads of the sea-
monsters in the waters. (14) You crushed the heads of
leviathan. You gave him as food to the folk inhabiting the
wilderness. (15) You cleaved fountain and brook. You
dried up ever-flowing rivers. (16) The day is Yours, the
night also is Yours. You have established luminary and
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sun. (17) You have set all the borders of the earth. You 9971 PP PIR Ni%I1) DD paxn

have made summer and winter. .ORIX? NDR
ISAIAH 27

On that day, with His hard and great and strong sword, 12902 7" TP’ RIND D2 (R)

Hashem will punish leviathan the fleeing serpent, and o '71’ nRINM 1'71'071 nupn

leviathan the tortuous serpent; and He will slay the ]m'??l? wn) ]DZ]‘? ‘71_’] UW.:} wn
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n1'ann THE HUGE CREATURES — the large fishes that are in the sea; and according to the
statement of the Agada (Bava Batra 74b) it means here the Leviathan and its consort which He
created male and female. He, however, killed the female and preserved it in salt for the benefit
of the righteous in the time to come, for had they been permitted to be fruitful and to multiply
the world could not have endured because of them.

The disappearance of the second yod from the word tanninim symbolized, to the Aggadah, the
disappearance of one of the original pair of Leviathan. Its identification as the female of the
species is probably arbitrary, although some medieval discussion focuses on why God didn’t
either slay the male, or render it impotent. Regarding its preservation for consumption by the
righteous in the future, this would appear to derive from Psalms 74:14.
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May it be Your will, Lorp our God and God of our fathers, that as [ have
fulfilled [ Your commandment | and sat in this Sukka, so next year may |
have the privilege of sitting in the Sukka made of the skin of Leviathan.

In the Babylonian creation epic, Enuma Elish, Tihamat (o1nn) is a sea serpent or dragon
who personifies saltwater. Tihamat is married to Apsu, who personifies freshwater
(VP12.990 WX 00N ... P2 ANDA WX D).

Tiamat is the main antagonist in the story. She creates an army of monsters to fight
against the younger gods. The monsters include:

e Musmahhu, Usumgallu, and Basmu: Three horned snakes
e Umu-dabrutu: A raging storm

e Mushussu: A snake-dragon



Tiamat is eventually destroyed by the god Marduk, who splits her body in half. Marduk
uses Tiamat's corpse to create the world.

Were Tannin and Leviathan Dinosaurs?

Dinosaurs, from the evidence of their fossils, were extremely large reptilians that existed during
the prehistoric age. If they had continued to increase, unabated, they would probably have
placed the world — as we know it — in constant, mortal danger. Earth was spared such jeopardy
by their sudden extinction.

Leviathan, according to the fragments of biblical references and Aggadah that we have
assembled, were large reptilians that existed during the prehistoric age. If they had continued to
procreate, unabated, they would have placed the entire world in jeopardy. Fortunately, however,
God foresaw this danger and preempted it by slaying the female of the species, thereby rendering
it practically extinct.

Were they one and the same? From the perspective of the Torah it is not of paramount
importance to either confirm or deny their identity, but to recognize that whatever they were,
they owed their existence and extinction solely to the will of God. Whether the tanninim were
dinosaurs or other gargantuan creatures, they did not coexist with God nor preexist creation, but
they were created by Him within the same context in which all other animals, fish, and birds were
created.

With final regard to the liturgical reference to a sukkah constructed from the hide of
Leviathan, it is possible that this is a derivative of the identification of the Sukkot holiday, in
Zekhariah 14, as one which will become de rigeur even for non-Jews. It would be a kind of
poetic justice to have the hide of the mythological monster on display in the form of a sukkah
providing shelter to the righteous, as the symbol of the universal acknowledgment of the
validity of monotheism and the ultimate disavowal of mythology.
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Observing that salt can be both a preservative and a destructive, he explained its purpose:
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To crown God over all the apparent opposites in the world that have caused many to adopt a
heretical position saying that opposites cannot emanate from one source.

The Haftarah of Shabbat immediately preceding Rosh Chodesh
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soul. (18) And Jonathan said unto him:
‘Tomorrow is the new moon; and thou
wilt be missed, thy seat will be empty.
(19) And in the third day thou shalt
hide thyself well, and come to the
place where thou didst hide thyself in
the day of work, and shalt remain by
the stone Ezel. (20) And | will shoot
three arrows to the side-ward, as
though | shot at a mark. (21) And,
behold, | will send the lad: Go, find
the arrows. If | say unto the lad:
Behold, the arrows are on this side of
thee; take them, and come; for there
is peace to thee and no hurt, as the
Lord liveth. (22) But if | say thus unto
the boy: Behold,
beyond thee; go thy way; for the Lord
hath sent thee away. (23) And as
touching the matter which | and thou
have spoken of, behold, the Lord is
between me and thee for ever.' (24)
So David hid himself in the field; and
when the new moon was come, the
king sat him down to the meal to eat.
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And he said: Wherefore wilt thou go to him today? it is neither new moon nor sabbath.' And she
said: 'lt shall be well'.
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Bring no more vain oblations; It is an offering of abomination unto Me; New moon and sabbath,
the holding of convocations— | cannot endure iniquity along with the solemn assembly.
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Your new moons and your appointed seasons My soul hateth; They are a burden unto Me; | am
weary to bear them.
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Saying: '"When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell grain? And the sabbath, that we
may set forth corn? Making the ephah small, and the shekel great, And falsifying the balances of
deceit;
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And it shall come to pass, That from one new moon to another, And from one sabbath to

another, Shall all flesh come to worship before Me, Saith the Lord.
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From when is a stubborn and rebellious son liable? From when he eats a tarteimar of meat
and drinks a half-log of Italian wine. Rabbi Yosei says: From when he eats a maneh of meat
and drinks a log of wine. The mishna now lists a series of conditions concerning his eating and
drinking. If he ate these items with a group assembled for the performance of a mitzva, or he
ate them at @ meal celebrating the intercalation of a month, or he ate the items when they had

second tithe status, in Jerusalem...
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There was a large courtyard in Jerusalem, and it was called Bet Yaz;ek. There all the witnesses
used to assemble, and the court would examine them there. They would make large feasts for
them there so that they would have an incentive to come.
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It is a mitzvah to feast a lot on Rosh Hodesh.



