Balak: Micah 5:6-6:8

The remnant of Jacob shall be, in the midst of
the many peoples, like dew from the LORD,
like droplets on grass— which do not look to
any man nor place their hope in mortals. The
remnant of Jacob shall be among the nations,
in the midst of the many peoples, like a lion
among beasts of the wild, like a fierce lion
among flocks of sheep, which tramples
wherever it goes and rends, with none to
deliver. Your hand shall prevail over your
foes, and all your enemies shall be cut down!
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In that day —declares the LORD—

BESHEBN the horses in your midst and
your chariots. the cities of your
land and all your fortresses. [Nl

BBSEBY the sorcery you practice, and you
shall have no more soothsayers.

your idols and the sacred pillars in your
midst; And no more shall you bow down to

the work of your hands. I will the
sacred posts in your midst and your
cities. In h Will | wreak

retribution on the nations that have not
obeyed.
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But | will accept the House of Judah and | will give them victory through the LORD their God; |
will not give them victory with bow and sword and battle, by horses and riders.
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Hear what the LORD is saying: Come,
present [My] case before the mountains, and
let the hills hear you pleading. Hear, you
mountains, the case of the LORD— you firm
foundations of the earth! For the LORD has a
case against His people, He has a suit against
Israel. “My people! What wrong have I done
you? What hardship have I caused you?
Testify against Me. In fact, | brought you up
from the land of Egypt, | redeemed you from
the house of bondage, And | sent before you

Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. “My people,
Remember what Plotted
against you, and how

responded to him. [Recall your passage] From
Shittim to Gilgal— and you will recognize
the gracious acts of the LORD.”
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With what shall | approach the LORD, do
homage to God on high? Shall | approach
Him with burnt offerings, with calves a year
old? Would the LORD be pleased with
thousands of rams, with myriads of streams of
oil? Shall I give my first-born for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for my
sins? “He has told you, O man, what is good,
and what the LORD requires of you: Only to
do justice and to love goodness, and to walk
modestly with your God;
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SEFARIA:

Rabbi Hananya ben Akashya says: The Holy One, Blessed be He, sought to confer merit upon
the Jewish people; therefore, He increased for them Torah and mitzvot, as each mitzva
increases merit, as it is stated: “It pleased the Lord for the sake of His righteousness to make
the Torah great and glorious” (Isaiah 42:21). God sought to make the Torah great and glorious
by means of the proliferation of mitzvot.
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Rav said: The mitzvot were given only to refine people. Does God really care whether an animal
is slaughtered by front or by the back of the neck? Therefore, mitzvot were only given to refine
people.
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