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Grund unbekannt sei; vom 9. Tebet heisst es sogar, der
Grund sei geheim gehalten, und in der That wusste ihn
Abraham b. David (1161) nicht. Da die Chronologen ¢)
auf denselben Tag die Geburt Jesu berechnet haben, und
zwischen den Jahren 500 und 816 der 25. Dezember zwdlf
mal am 9. Tebet ward), so war das vielleicht des Geheim-
nisses Grund, den schon Hadasi angibt und Neuere ¢) gehort
haben. Jedoch sind diese Fasten grosstentheils nur auf
dem Papier und blieben dem Volke unbekannt; selbst der
Gaon Cohben Zedekf) wusste den Fragenden nichts iiber
deren Ursprung mitzutheilen.
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Translated by Joseph Gebhardt-Klein Based on: Huldreich, Johann
Jacob, ed. Sepher Toldot Yeshua Ha-Notzri: Historia Jeschuae Nazareni.
Leiden: 1705.

[17] And it was when the king and the sages saw that the people of Ai
prevailed over Yisrael, and that even the rebels multiplied, the brothers and the
relatives of Yiz "ush also consulted the king and the sages. And they asked
Yehudah how to do this word. And Yehudah said, “Lo, the uncle of Yiz "ush
is Shimon the Qalpasi, and Shimon the Qalpasi is old and venerable. Go and
transmit to Shimon the Explicit Name.” And Shimon went to Ai and did for
them miracles and told them that he can do anything on account of the
knowledge (gnosis) of Yiz "ush. And the people of Ai believed that he spoke
in the name of Yiz "ush and expounded on knowledge. The people of Ai did
not know that the knowledge was, according to the language of the sages, the
language of rape. And the people of Ai believed the words of Shimon because
he was the uncle of Yiz' 'ush. And Shimon said to them: “Yiz' ‘ush commands
not to fight against Yisrael because Yiz "ush himself will take revenge on
Yisrael.” And the word was good in the eyes of the king and the sages, and
they called Shimon and told him these things, and Shimon answered, “Swear
to me that I will inherit the coming world, then I will go and make for them
laws that are no good, and I will stop the war against Yisrael.” And the sages
and the elders were satisfied with Shimon and transmitted to him the Explicit
Name.
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[18] And Shimon went out, and it was when Shimon approached to enter into
Ai, he even produced a small raincloud and caused flashing with thunders and
lightnings, and he sat on the head of the raincloud and caused the sound of
thunder to be heard over Ai. And he said, “Listen, people of Ai. Collect
together at the tower of Ai, and there I will give you laws on account of the
knowledge of Yesh''u.” And it was when the people of Ai heard this voice,
even the people of Ai trembled, and the people of Ai ran and came to the
tower. And lo, Shimon flew on the raincloud, and Shimon descended from off
the raincloud onto the tower. And the people of Ai bowed down before him.
And Shimon said, “I am Shimon the Qalpasi, uncle of Yiz" 'ush, and lo,

Yiz "ush came to me and sent me before you to teach you his laws, for

Yiz "ush is the son of God. And lo, I, Shimon, will teach you the laws of

Yiz "ush: new laws.” And Shimon did before them signs and great miracles,
and the people of Ai believed in the words of Shimon. And they said to him,
“We will observe and obey everything that you command us.” And Shimon
said, “Go to your tents.” And all the people of Ai went to their tents, and
Shimon dwelled in the tower of Ai. And Shimon wrote the laws as
commanded by the king and the sages. And he changed the aleph-bet to read
by another name in order to hint that everything he commanded was a lie. And
this is the aleph-bet: A, Be, Tze, De, E, Yef, Ha, I, Ke, El, Em, En, O, Pe, Qu,
Re, Se, Te, U, EX, Ezed, Zed. And this is the interpretation: the father, this is
Esau the hunter, and he was exhausted. And lo, his children believe in

Yiz "ush, who lives as a god. Their spirit will swell up because God has no
mother, and Yiz "ush has a mother, but he is an Api "qoras (Epicurean), a
deceiver, and crooked, and apostate, like Esau who ate stew.

[19] And again, he wrote for them books of lies and called them “A* von
Killay "on” (Enclosure of Perversion). And they thought that he said “Abe"'n
Gillayo''n” (Blank Scroll), which is to say, “Father, and Son, and revelation of
the Holy Spirit.” And Shimon made books by means of the disciples of

Yiz "ush and by means of Yohann"os. And he said that Yiz "ush delivered
him all the words. And Shimon wrote the book

of Yohann™ os with a hint, and they think it is mysteries, but it is all vanity and
ambition of spirit, like he wrote in the book of Yoha "nnos, chapter 13, that
Yohannos saw “one beast and it had seven heads, and also ten horns, and ten
crowns, and the name of the beast was the name of blasphemy, etc.” (Rev.
13:1) And the gematria of the name of the beast is 666 (Tarsu), so this is the
interpretation of this chapter: the beast is Yesh™"u Notzr™"i, who has seven
heads because of seven letters in these two words, Yesh “u Notzri. And the ten
horns correspond to Yesh™"u Notz ri, and the ten crowns is because Yod has
one crownlet, Shin has three crownlets, Nun, Tzadi, six crownlets, behold, ten.
And everything that is said in this passage, everything hints at Yiz "ush. And
the gematria of 666 is because Yesh™“u Notz™'ri in gematria is such. And so,
Shimon composed all the books of the A™ von Ki "llayon only to deceive
them, just as the king commanded, and the sages.

[20] And it was in the third month, on the sixth day of the month, and Shimon
rode on the raincloud and collected the people of Ai at the tower. And he
delivered to them the book of the A von Killayo™"n, and commanded them
that when children were born to them they would throw water on the children
as a sign that they washed Yiz "ush in the waters of Bolet and would act
according to the laws mentioned in the A "von Killayo™"n, so as not to fight
with Yisrael, because Yizu sh by himself would take revenge on Yisrael. And
it was when the people of Ai heard these words, they even said, “Let it be done
as you say.” And Shimon went on the raincloud to Yerushalayim, and the
people of Ai thought that Shimon went to heaven. And they looked to fight
again with Yisrael. And it was when Shimon entered Yerushalayim, he even
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recounted before the king and the sages all these words, and the king and the
sages and all Yisrael were happy. And the war ceased between Yisrael and
between the people of Ai. And it was in those days, even king Hordos died and
his son arose to rule over Yisrael. And the king heard that the people of Ai
made themselves an idol with the name of Yiz "ush and Miryam, and that idol
was sitting above king Hordos. And the king sent books to the people of Ai, to
remove the image of this idol, and if not, to make known that there was a
quarrel between us. And it was when the books arrived at Ai, even the people
of Ai sent books to the city of Caesar to help them and to fight against Yisrael.
And the king Caesar answered, “We do not have a war with the children of
Yisrael.” Then the people of Ai went away, and burned this idol, and this was
confirmed by the children of Yisrael.

[21] And it was in those days, even Miryam the mother of Yiz  ush died. And
the king commanded to bury her under the tree on which Yiz ush was hanged.
And the king commanded to hang the brothers of Yiz "ush and his sisters. And
they hanged them and wrote on a stone monument, “Here were hanged the
children of whores, and their mother was buried beneath them: ‘Your mother
would be ashamed, etc.”” (Jer. 50:12) And the rebels came from the relatives
of Yiz "ush and stole this tombstone, and erected another tombstone in its
place, and wrote on it, “‘Lo, a ladder was set up on the earth and its top
reached to heaven, and the angels of God were going up, etc.” (Gen. 28:12) ‘A
happy mother of children, Haleluyah.”” (Ps. 113:9) And it was when the king
heard what the rebels did, even the king commanded to tear down the quarries.
And he murdered about a hundred men of the relatives of Yiz "ush.

[22] Then Shimon the Qalpasi came before the king and said, “My master, the
king, give me the right and I will sweep all the rebels out of Yerushalayim.”
And the king said to Shimon, “Go, and may Ha-Shem be with you.” And
Shimon went in secret beside the rebels and said to them, “Arise, and we will
go up to Ai, and there you will see the miracles that | did on account of the
knowledge of Yizu''sh, and which I will do there in the future.” And some of
the rebels went to Ai, and some of the rebels rode with Shimon on the
raincloud from Yerushalayim. And it happened on the way, even Shimon
decreed (circumcised) over the raincloud, and the rebels fell off the raincloud
and died. And Shimon returned to Yerushalayim and recounted it before the
king, and the king was happy about it, and from that day and onward, Shimon
was not displaced from the court of the king until his death. And Shimon died
and the children of Yisrael mourned for Shimon. And they determined the day
of his death to be a fast every year after year, and

it was nine days into the month of Tebet. And the rest of the rebels who came
to Ai, when Shimon had already advised to go to Ai, they thought that Shimon
and the rebels who rode on the raincloud went to heaven. And it was when the
rebels saw that in Ai there were laws which Shimon commanded the people of
Ai in the name of Yizu “sh, even they acted according to them, and they joined
the people of Ai with the rebels. And the rebels were among false prophets,
and the rebels took themselves wives from the daughters of Ai. And they sent
books to the faraway islands— the book of the Avo™'n Killay™ on—and they
took it upon themselves and their progeny to establish the words of the A™ von
Killay “on according to the law that was stated in the A* " von Killay “on. And
they violated the Torah of Mosheh and made Shabbat the first day, for it was
the day of the birth of Yizu™“sh. And the rest of the laws and anniversaries are
no good, wherefore, they have no portion or inheritance with Yisrael. They are
accursed in the coming world, and Ha-Shem will bless his people Yisrael with
peace.These are the words of our teacher, Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai in
Yerushalayim. End.
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25. Daniel R. Langton, “Jewish Readings of Paul,” The Blackwell Companion to Paul (2011), pp. 454-455

Premodern Jewish Views of Paul

f the medieval Toledot Yeshu, or Story of Jesus, is to be believed, the apostle Paul was
not only responsible for the establishment of Christianity, but actually did so at the
instigation of the rabbis. Found in a variety of languages throughout Christian Europe,
many versions of this notorious, anonymous, anti-Christian romance (dating to around

_the thirteenth century, although including much older traditions}) reveal that Paul had
been an agent of the Jewish sages who had sought to end the conflict between the fol-

lowers of Jesus and the people of Israel by creating permanent religious divisions. The
narrative explains how, in their desire to separate from Israel those who continued to
claim Yeshu as the Messiah, Jewish religious leaders had called upon a learned man,
Simeon Kepha, for help. This Kepha was able to heal a lame man (as was Simon Peter
[or Simon Cephas; cf. John 1:42] in the book of Acts)} and to convince the followers of
Yeshu that he was one of them. Claiming to speak on behalf of Yeshu, he then intro-
duced new festivals and rejected circumcision and the dietary laws. Such sensational
claims are unhistorical, of course, as illustrated by the way in which Simon Peter
and Paul were conflated in the text: "All these new ordinances which Simeon Kepha
{or Paud, as he was known to the Nazarenes) taught them were really meant to separate
these Nazarenes from the people of Israel and to bring the internal strife fo an end”
{Goldstein 1950, 153-154). Other versions of this account of a secret mole confuse
Paul with another figure called Eliyahu rather than with Simon Peter. I any case, the
Toledot Yeshu is the nearest thing we have to a widespread, popular, Jewish treatment
of the apostle to the Gentiles.

Arguably, the idea that Paul had infroduced innovations with regard to festivals and
the law can be traced back to earlier Jewish writings. For example, it has been suggested
that it was Paul who was described in the second-century Mishnah as one who “pro-
fanes the Hallowed Things and despises the set feasts and puts his fellow {o shame
publicly and makes void the covenant of Abraham our father, and discloses meanings
in the law which are not according to the Halakhah” (Avot 3:11 [3:12 in Danby 1933},
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