Songs of Destruction and Hope
Israeli Poetry since October 7th

Kaddish Asaf Gur
Translated by Heather Silverman, Michael Bohnen,
Rachel Korazim

Yitgadal V’yitkadash Shmei Raba

And no one came

Many thousands called Him on Shabbat morning
Crying His name out loud

Begging Him with tears just to come

But He ceased from all His work

No God came

And no God calmed

Only Satan celebrated uninterrupted

Dancing between kibbutzim and the slaughter festival
And our correspondent goes on to report

All the while sobbing

Saying there is a burnt baby

And there is an abducted baby

There is an orphaned baby

And there is a day-old baby

Still linked to his mother’s body by the umbilical cord
He hadn’t even managed to find out his name
What will be inscribed on the tiny headstone

With a single date for birth and death

This is what the kibbutz looks like after Satan’s visit
Turning the broadcast back to the studio

Quiet now they are shooting

They are also launching rockets

And there is no government

And there is no mercy

Just the screaming and the pictures

That will never leave the mind

The seventh of October

Two thousand twenty three.

a2 qOoX / Uy

N2 ANY YUTIN!| 7T1an!

N3 N7 DN 9N

7122 MWL 17 4K77 097X NND
Ny Ny 1puT

NiQ! Y NIYRTA 123000
IMIN'7N 720 N2Y NN 72N

y1an N7 007N DY

y'an N7 07y DY)

NYI90 72 220 YYD N

N21Y N2'ONY7 D'¥A'PD |2 779N
NITRI 9'0iN 4121))

N9'Nn Da |27 |2

QNY PR WY

qQion pirn Y

Din! pirn Ut

o' |2 Pirn WY

iAx N94a7 1AV 7202 12NN 79N
iny N Ni727 199X j7'90n N7
NIVIVFD NAXAN 7Y DY N
N'V9Y7I DT TNX XA DY
[QWD MR NK YIA'FD DX )2
[97IX7 MTED NN NN

DI LRY 1YY

DAY DA !

n7Yny 'Kl

D'nnN |'N

NiMAND| NINXD 7|

UNIDN 07iYY7 IRX" N7
12I0PIND YYD

Wi7Yl DYy D197

f DN N
\ 17 December 2023 - @

LL Y

nnipmn NYI

— NMIPAN NYI

NN 1"V oYl 7 T T
N L YIND 212X

1NN 'K XN 2T 40N
2NN My N

1

Rabbi Alex Israel | www.alexisrael.org | The Tanakh Podcast



https://d.docs.live.net/313572f634a6a0a8/Documents/www.alexisrael.org
https://open.spotify.com/show/4Qu9OF1UY1Zia0zBMoCw7v

Songs of Destruction and Hope
Israeli Poetry since October 7th

10. 10. 2023 Elchanan Nir

Translated by Heather Silverman. Michael Bohnen Rachel Korazim and Emunah Eilon
WhatsApp message, 9:48 pm

If you know of people who are willing
To dig graves

Send them to me, there is a shortage now.
We will meet at 10:00 on Mt Herzl.
Come with shovels and a bottle of water
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When to get up Elchanan Nir
Transiated by Heather Silvermean. Michael Bohnen Rachel Korazim and Emunah| i VAT ARY
) 0 ninyy
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To drink some water,
To lay them in the mound of earth
We are here, with the gravediggers
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Rockets tear up the skies
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Face down

Hands on your head. g o
Don't move. o ¥
When to get up, no one asks. xiY X7 8 AR 027 N
-[:hl: knife is in our heart . 7?3&?3 \337:
Grenade shrapnel and the burming bush TWwian 300 0%)iRY) °0°0Y

Yossi Hershkovitz’s final message to his students
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/JyVyiC8lZ4M
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Cleared for publication:
Da’el Rodriguez Garcia

That our hearts are broken

And in hidden places**

In empty rooms

Thousands of sobs

Are choking silently.

Cleared for publication:

That open season was declared on us
We were plundered in the dark

Of the most precious of the precious
It is already cleared for publication:
That the magical shining light

Of our beloved’s face is extinguished.
However, beneath the same soil

A stubborn plantis sprouting
Sending roots without end

Tightly grasped with love
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Beeri Adi Blechman Sofer
Translated by Adi Blechman, Heather Silverman, Michael Bohnen,
Rachel Korazim

Soon winter will be here,

Weeping clouds will water the earth
Making red carpets grow

The anemone will flower first

Yet no one will come to admire its beauty.
The buttercup will bloom next

And there will be no festival

The poppy will flower last in silence

Seen by none.

The protected flowers had already been picked
In the fall.
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These Are the Names Yael Lifshitz Translated by Michael Bohnen
Heather Silverman Rachel Korazim

These are the names of the children of Israel who came to
Egypt (Exodus 1:1)

And these are the names of the children of Israel

Eighty and another six nights

And these are the names of those covered by darkness.

And these are the names of those descending to the abyss of grief
Whose lives were abducted and cut off from their life in a moment.
And these are names of the children of Israel whose cry
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Rises from the depth of the tunnels of darkness
And there is no angel nor seraph* to save them
Not even a single expression** of deliverance.
But there is hope

With trembling wings

With the power to break out of the straights***
And call them by their names

And draw them out

To bring them back - to the land of the living.
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A Coat of Many Colors

My son returned from battle, his duffel bursting

with things that | had not packed for him.

Socks donated by a community in Argentina

A quilted blanked smelling like someone else's home
A blue towel from a family from the Moshav

Tzitzit from Jerusalem

A fleece jacket, gifted by a high tech company

A scarf knitted by an elderly lady

Undershirts purchased by a Paybox group

A sheet that was given to him by a friend

Gloves bought by teenage girls

A jacket from the closet of of someone who came and
requested to give.

| spread out all of these garments

and weave together a new coat of many colors.

See, Yosef, your brothers were there for you

- Racheli Moshkovitz
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The speech of Lt. Col. Maoz Schwartz, the commander of IDF infantry Battalion 7007. On Shabbat October 28th,
2023, as his soldiers were poised to invade Gaza, he said the following:

“Battalion 7007, Shabbat Shalom everyone.

This is a historic hour for everyone. | don’t know if we can digest this moment. | don’t know if we really
understand the magnitude of the hour, but there is a huge togetherness here, the hour that the 7007th battalion

goes to war.

Since yesterday, from the early hours of the night, the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) have been fighting the enemy.

Division 162 has engaged with hundreds of enemy terrorists.
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... We are not alone. With us here, and this is how | feel, the warriors of King David, the Maccabees are with us,
we are with Mordechai Anielewicz and the Warsaw ghetto uprising fighters. There are here with us the freedom
fighters of Israel, Etzel, Lehi, Palmach and the Haganah and all the fighters throughout Israel’s history since we

became a nation.

... | feel that this is a historic moment. Few generations can say, we went out to fight for real; really fight for the

homeland to restore the honor that was a little lost on Simchat Torah and we will now return it — big time!

I try to imagine a few good years from now, as if it is some biblical event, when the younger soldiers here will be
fathers to sons and grandsons and the older ones will have grandsons and great-grandchildren. Sitting on the
couch at home, your child or grandchild will ask you: ‘Father, several years ago, in 2023, babies, children and

adults and mothers and fathers were kidnapped and we heard that 1400 people were slaughtered and burned.

And you will say, ‘Yes, yes, dear child, | was there and you know what | did? | left the family and our home, |

abandoned work, and | went to fight.

And he will ask you: ‘What? Father! Did you really fight this thing?’
And you will tell him: ‘Yes, | fought this thing, | fought this evil’

‘And Dad, what was at the end?’ And you will reply: ‘We were heroes, the lions of the 7007th Battalion and we

defeated the enemy.

We are going to war. | rely on you greatly, to really fight the fight against the enemy. So let’s go! | love and trust
each and every one of you; | appreciate each and every one of you for being here, at the forefront of the IDF,

Now it’s really not a cliché, you are the best there is! And believe me, truly the best there is!

Together, loudly | want us to sing Hatikvah”

Phone Call From the Reserves — Netanel Ellinson

How are you, my dear?
- Ifeelgreat!
(She breaths a deep breath. Hiding the pain.
Because she knows,
That if he feels that we are in a good space, it will be easier
for him.)

And how are you, my dear?
- Really good!
(He sweeps away his lack of certainty.
If she knows that I’'m in a good space, she’ll be happier)

So the two of us,
Lying to one another
In love.

Didn’t the sages already say

That itis permitted to lie for the sake of peace.
And now

Is atime of war.
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Trigger Warning / Maya Tevet Dayan

**Trigger Warning: Shabbat
**Trigger Warning: Kibbutz
**Trigger Warning: Grass
**Trigger Warning: Party
**Trigger Warning: Baby
**Trigger Warning: Door

**Trigger Warning: Door Handle

**Trigger Warning: Every evening’s bath time, every “I'm cold”, every “I'm
hungry”, every “what do you want to eat?”, every omelette, every sweater, "
every “l don’t want to wear socks”, every “Imma” (Trigger Warning: Imma),
every hour that | wake up in the middle of the night (Trigger warning: Night.
Night), every time the blanket moves up and down, God, please make it
move up and down, every time that | whisper to myself in the darkness
“She’s here, she’s here”, every time | whisper to her “Imma’s here, Imma’s

here.”

(Translation by Liron Kopinsky)
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To be a bereaved parent in Israel
[Written by Avidan Beit Yaakov whose son Roi fell in the war]

To be a bereaved parent in Israel:

To receive a box of tropical fruits from a moshav in the south,
or from a settlement in the Jordan Valley, or from Herzliya

To receive homemade challah every Friday from residents in
the community

To receive a phone call "we are with you, we want to transfer
money to you"

To receive a request to give a speech to teachers

To receive a request to give a speech to children

To receive a request to give a speech to a men's tiyul

To receive a request to give a speech to students

To receive a picture someone painted (exactly like this)

To receive a picture of a sticker at a train station with a familiar
face

To receive a request for an interview on Channel number...
and maybe also a podcast... a panel... and radio

To receive a visit from bereaved parents who heard and came
to show support

Posted by Hanoch Daum 1/8/
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To receive a visit from neighbors

To receive a reel/video dedicated to his memory

To receive a story about someone who is keeping going, solely
thanks to him

To receive a picture of a drone somebody donated in his
memory to the army

To receive a selfie of a friend on top of a certain mountain in
Nepal, a selfie with a flag dedicated to him

To receive an offer to commemorate him at...

To receive a message from the unit... we crossed back over
the border from Gaza

To receive a story someone accidentally heard about the
miraculous child

To receive a request for approval to use a story/quote/picture
To receive a hug from someone you don't know, but they
know you now

To receive more cake, more flowers, more donations, more
visits from just those who heard and came to get to know

To receive, to receive, to receive

To accept that now you've received another role... (being a
bereaved parent is a role, it's a position and even a mission)
To accept that you are the father of... and not just who you
are

To accept that Am Israel just can't stop giving

To accept that when you receive, you also give

Everything written here happened!

Most of what is written here happened more than once or
twice or three times!

Most of what is written here continues to happen!

And yes... between every line | wrote and the next there is of
course crying and longing and sorrow. There is coping and
breaking and pain.

But this giving, this attitude towards our families, does not
allow us to forget that we are part of something much
bigger, stronger, and eternal - we are part of the people of
Israel.
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Our Sanity has Ended / Elchanan Nir

| wish you a life of sanity, you wrote me from New York.

And | responded: But our sanity has come to an end and won’t
return.

Now we are burning with an ancient covenant,

Burning with the fire of generations

Now we are wild animals roaring.

And we won’t return to our consuming comfort

And we won'’t be tempted by the prophecies of Isaiah before
their time.

Now we sleep with our spears underneath us

And we won't forget

Ever again
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