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Tefilot in the Talmud:
Comparisons between the Talmud Bavli & Yerushalmi
Online syllabus of 30 lectures

4 Lectures
. Rav AY Kook on TY & TB: Modim Derabanan (Aug 28, 2023)
. Rosh Hashanah - Its essence in TB & TY (Sep 4, 2023)

. Yom Kippur: The Viduy confession and short prayer of the Cohain
Gadol according to TB & TY (Sep 11, 2023)
. Sukkot: (Topic to be finalized) (Sep 18, 2023)
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Mishna Rosh HaShana 3, Mishna 3: The shofar that was used on Rosh

HaShana in the Temple was made from the Figelalae s of an ibex.
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Yerushalmi 3, 4: Rabbi
Jonah said, so

should straightenfialsllg

hearts in Teshuva.
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Bavli 26b: Rabbi Levi said: The mitzva of Rosh HaShana and of Yom Kippur

of the Jubilee Year is to blow [HilICUNCOISHoIaI \\Vith regard to what principle
do these tanna’im disagree? One Sage, Rabbi Yehuda, holds that on Rosh

HaShana the more a person FEHGSINSING and humbles himself by bending in
prayer, the better. Therefore, a curved shofar is sounded as an allusion to our
bent minds and bodies. The other Sage maintains: On Rosh HaShana, the
more a person and avoids any crookedness, the better..
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May it please You, Lord, our God and God of our
fathers, that You may support us in our fall,

straighten us up from our bent state, because
You support all those who fall and straighten all
who are bent over (see Tehillim 145,14)




The Essence of Rosh HaShana According to the Bavli
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Bavli Rosh HaShana 32b: When hallel is recited, one can conclude by inference that on Rosh
HaShana there is no recitation of hallel. What is the reason that hallel is omitted on Rosh HaShana?
Rabbi Abbahu said: The ministering angels said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of

the Universe, for what reason don’t the Jewish people recite songs of praise, i.e., hallel, before
You on Rosh HaShana and on Yom Kippur? He said to them: Is it possible that while the King is
sitting on the throne of judgment and the books of life and the books of death are open before
Him, the Jewish people are reciting joyous songs of praise? Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur are

somber days of judgment whose mood is incompatible with the recitation of hallel.
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Bavli Megilah 10b: And similarly, Rabbi Yohanan said: What is the

TB: Rosh Hashanah — “King is
sitting on the throne of Judgement
and the books of life and the books
of death are open before Him

meaning of that which is written: “And the one came not near the
other all the night” (Exodus 14:20)? The ministering angels wanted to
sing their song, for the angels would sing songs to each other, as it
states: “And they called out to each other and said” (Isaiah 6:3), but the
Holy One, Blessed be He, said: The work of My hands, the Egyptians,
are drowning at sea, and you wish to say songs? This indicates that
God does not rejoice over the downfall of the wicked.
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The Essence of Rosh HaShana According to the Yerushalmi

)N DIVD UKD I

VYTPN JaN 195197 NXIY WPan N1 19197 NXIY Wpan AT BZIYAY AN13 - [ND /5 O0WUN] 71y DIPINR 1919 VIR IN ©NN 191”7 1N 932 NN 9N
2259 MY XY - [V )7 DONN] 72992 N NIV 99 ;111 DY DIPN S¥a KD - 119y DIPIN 721917 RIN 19 1K NI 7993

NID 192 WITRN DAN NN 01129P10 DIINN 1N NNIPN NN N9 910 0T TV 101 BDIYAY 1NN .99 IN DI IN DIDIDA XY 191D 9N
9NN DNIN HY DIMEN ININOVYY NIN N - [V 270 KIPN] 7.0 0N L. ODVYN DN 1INV NPV NN NIINN NNRPNI N9 1) RIN 12 19N
2NN )P HTNY INNMPY NIN AN - [27,0 RIPN] /N 0N PO05NN DN 1121 2392 NI ©IPH NPV 2191”7 2N IS0 97N

Yerushalmi Rosh HaShana 1,3:

Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said: the greyhound or the billy goat and the powerful king, against whom no one
rises (Proverbs 30, 31). It Is natural that everyone tries to win over the others, but the Holy One, blessed be
He, is not like that, but the King, against whom no one rises, He does not insist on His standing. [For] He
will not contend to eternity (Tehillim 103, 9) - He does not fight to win.

Rabbi Eleazar said: “For the king the law is unwritten.” It is natural for a king of flesh and blood to make a
law. If he wants to, he keeps it. If he wants others to, others keep it [but he doesn’t]. But the Holy One, blessed
be He, is not like that, but if He makes a law, He is the first one to keep it. Why? "They shall keep My
commission... | am the Lord" (vayikra 22,9). | am the first One Who kept the commandments of the Torah.
Rabbi Simon said: it is written, you shall rise [out of respect] before the graybeard and show deference
before the elderly. You shall fear your God, | am the Lord (vayikra 19, 32). | am He Who first stood up before
an elderly person.
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The Essence of Rosh HaShana According to the Yerushalmi
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Yerushalmi Rosh HaShana 1,3:

Rabbi Simon said, it is written: "Who is a great nation that has righteous laws and ordinances...”
(Deuteronomy 4,8; see 4,7). R' Hama ben R' Hanina and R' Hoshaya:

One said, is there a people like this people? It is natural for a person who knows that he will stand trial —
to dress in black, wear a black headcovering, and let his beard grow, since he does not know the outcome
of his trial. But Israel are not like this, they dress in white, wear a white headcovering, cut their beards,
eat, and drink, and are happy. They know that the Holy One, blessed be He, will perform miracles for
them.

The other said, is there a people like this people? It is natural if the ruler says, the trial is today, and the
robber says, the trial is tomorrow, whom does one listen to, if not to the ruler? But the Holy One, blessed
be He, is not like this. If the Beit Din says, Rosh Hashana is today, the Holy One, blessed be He, says to
the angels of service, put up the dais [summon the defenders, summon the prosecution], for My children
said that today is Rosh HaShana. If the Beit Din took counsel to postpone it to tomorrow, the Holy One,
blessed be He, says to the angels of service, remove the dais, remove the defenders, remove the
prosecution, for My children took counsel to postpone it to tomorrow. What is the reason? “For itis a
statute for Israel, a law of the God of Jacob” (Tehillim 81, 5) - if it iS not a statute for Israel, so to speak it is
not a law for the God of Jacob. R' Crispus in the name of R’ Yohanan: In the past, "these are the
appointed times of the Lord " (Leviticus 23,4), but from then and onwards 'that you shall proclaim ". R' lla
said, if you proclaim them, then they are My holy convocations, otherwise, they are not My festive times.
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Deuteronomy 4: (7) For who is a great nation that has God near it, as the Lord our God in all of our calling to Him?
(8) Who is a great nation that has righteous statutes and ordinances like this entire Torah that |
place before you today?
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Yerushalmi Rosh HaShana 1,3:
Rabbi Simon said, it is written: "Many things, Lord my God, have You done; Your wondrous
works and thoughts are for us” (Tehillim 40, 6). In the past, many things You have done;
from then and onwards, Your wondrous works and thoughts are for us.
* R'Levi said: a parable of a king who had a watch;
- when his son came of age, he handed it to him.
Rabbi Yose ben Hanina said: a parable of a king who had a watch-box;
- when his son came of age, he handed it to him.
Rabbi Aha said: a parable of a king who had aring;
- when his son came of age, he handed it to him.
Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said: a parable of a carpenter who had carpenter’s tools;
- when his son came of age, he handed them to him.
Rabbi Isaac said: a parable of a king who had treasures;
- when his son came of age, he handed them to him.
But the Rabbis said: a parable of a healer who had a box of medicines;
- when his son came of age, he handed it to him.




The Essence of Rosh HaShana According to the Yerushalmi

) N mwn wxs mvwrs [
193 .192%3)92 RT3 292N 12299 1997 129023 99K NAR 79 . 71999 )20 1399 1292y O>Ivn INA D NIYN YNV
(270,879 MWN WY MWn) V5 D] 7BNWEN Y2 YN 1D 02D N2 1D XYL
07UV Y9 NN )°2N 930 - DAY 1N’ 98N $MH 229 9N
1Na YanonYH NY M2 YanonY IN 0PI DNN MYYY NN 98 N NN BDIYAY AN 91D a9 9N
JON PN 1200 RNOYW NN 1IN :1992 929 9IN °
)PYYN Y5 NN 12N 930 - MYIYA 1IN NIV N $PAN I MN

Yerushalmi Rosh HaShana 1,3:

“And on New Year’s Day all in the world pass before Him like bene maron”. R' Aha said, like
those led into the corral. But the rabbis are saying, like in a legion. What is the reason? "He

Who fashions all their hearts, understands all their deeds” (Tehilim 33,15) (Mishna Rosh HaShana
1:2).

Rabbi Levi said: He Who fashions all their hearts, already understood all their deeds.

Rabbi Eleazar said: It is natural what is easier for the potter, to make a hundred flasks or

to look at them? Not to look at them?

Rabbi Berekhiah said: their creator wants that their hearts be together/as one with him.

Rabbi Abun said: the One Who is unique in His world already understood all their deeds.
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TY: Friendship, mutuality, rendez-vous with God; TB: “King is sitting on the throne of Judgement
God empowers His Nation, they “run his court”! and the books of life and the books of death

(No parallel texts in TB!) = active participants! are open before Him” = passivity!
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102190 XD

Nechemia 8, 10: He said to them, “Go, eat rich foods
and drink sweet beverages and send gifts to
whomever does not have anything prepared, as this
day is holy to our Lord. Do not be saddened, as joy in
the Lord is your strength.”
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