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Reward & Punishment: This World or the Next? A Kohelet Perspective
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(13) "Your words have been strong against Me," says Hashem. "Yet
you say, 'What have we spoken against You?' (14) You have said, 'It is
vain to serve God;' and "What profit is it that we have kept His charge,
and that we have walked mournfully before Hashem of Hosts? (15)
Now we call the proud happy; yes, those who work wickedness are built
up; yes, they tempt God, and escape.' (16) Then those who feared
Hashem spoke one with another; and Hashem listened, and heard, and
a book of memory was written before Him, for those who feared
Hashem, and who honored His name. (17) They shall be mine," says
Hashem of Hosts, "My own treasure on the day that I make, and I will
spare them, as a man spares his own son who serves him. (18) Then you
shall return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between
him who serves God and him who doesn't serve Him.
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GEMARA: The school of Rabbi Ya’akov taught: There is not a single
mitzva in the Torah whose reward is stated alongside it, which is not
dependent on a belief in the resurrection of the dead (World-to-Come).
With regard to honoring one’s father and mother, it is written: “That
your days may be long, and that it may go well with you” (Deuteronomy
5:16). With regard to the sending from the nest, it is written: “That it
may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days”
(Deuteronomy 22:7). There was one whose father said to him: Climb
to the top of the building and bring me fledglings; and he climbed to the
top of the building and sent away the mother bird and took the offspring,
but as he returned he fell and died. Where is the length of days of this
one? And where is the goodness of this one? Rather, “that your days
may be long” is referring to the world that is entirely long, “that it may
be well with you” in the world where all is well...
Rav Yosef said: Had Aher interpreted this verse accordingly, he would
not have sinned.: What did he see?... He saw an incident like this.
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(1) "Righteous are you, Hashem, that I contend with you; yet would I
discuss matters of justice with you. Why does the way of the wicked
prosper? Why are all they who deal very treacherously at ease? (2) You
have planted them, yes, they have taken root. They grow, yes, they bring
forth fruit. You are near in their mouth, and far from their heart. (3) But
you, Hashem, know me; you see me, and try my heart toward you. Pull
them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of
slaughter.
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(1) The oracle which Chavakkuk the prophet saw. (2) Hashem how
long will I cry, and You will not hear, will I cry out to You, "Violence!"
and You will not save? (3) Why do You show me iniquity, and look at
mischief? For destruction and violence are before me. There is strife,
and contention rises up. (4) Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice
never goes forth; for the wicked surround the righteous; therefore
justice goes forth perverted.
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(6) But if you shall turn away from following Me, you or your children,
and you do not keep My commandments and My statutes which I have
set before you, but you go and serve other gods, and worship them; (7)
then I will cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and
this house, which I have consecrated for My name, I will cast out of My
sight. And Israel shall be a proverb and a by word among all peoples.
(8) And this house which is so high, every one that will pass by it shall
be astonished and shall hiss; and when they say, "Why has Hashem done
thus to this land, and to this house?'
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