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4 Lectures 

1. Rav AY Kook on TY & TB: Modim Derabanan (Aug 28, 2023) 

2. Rosh Hashanah ± its essence in TB & TY (Sep 4, 2023) 

3. Yom Kippur: The Viduy confession and short prayer of the Cohain

Gadol according to TB & TY (Sep 11, 2023)

4. Sukkot: (Topic to be finalized) (Sep 18, 2023)
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Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaCohen Kook, z´zl
5625 - 5695
- 1935������

The First Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel
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Dvarim 17, 8: If a matter of judgement will be obscure to you, 
between blood and blood, between case and case; or between mark 
and mark, matters of dispute within your gates, you shall arise and 
you shall go up to the place that the Lord your God shall choose. 

The Torah of the Diaspora and the Torah of Eretz Yisrael

Yerushalmi Pesachim 5, 3: I have a tradition from my forefathers 
not to teach Aggada either to a Babylonian or to a Southerner, 
since they are gross in spirit and have little learning.

Halacha & Aggada 

£�²��´�²������
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Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Zevin
"It would not be an exaggeration to say that the late Rabbi Hacohen Kook was unique among the great Torah 
scholars in his generation who was a master in both halakha and aggada (Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Zevin, ³Ïshim 
and Shitot´�[Personalities and Methodologies], Jerusalem, Kol Mevaser, 5767 (2007), p 214.

Bavli Sanhedrin 87a:
"Matter´�- Halacha

Brachot 8a: Since the day the 
Temple, where the Divine Presence 
rested in this world, was destroyed, 
the Holy One, Blessed be He, has 
only one place in His world where 
he reveals His presence exclusively; 
only the four cubits where the 
study of halakha is undertaken.

Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 11. 3
"Matter´�- Aggada

Baba Batra 158b: Rabbi Zeira
said: Conclude from this 
incident that the air of Eretz 
Yisrael makes one wise



Baba Batra 158b: Rabbi Zeira said: conclude from this incident that the air of Eretz 
Yisrael makes on wise
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Baba Metziya 85a: When Rabbi Zeira ascended from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael,
he fasted one hundred fasts so that he would forget the Babylonian method of
studying Gemara, so that it would not hinder him from adapting to the unique style
of study prevalent in Eretz Yisrael.
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Ketuvot 110b: Rabbi Zeira was avoiding being seen by his teacher, Rav Yehuda,
as Rabbi Zeira sought to ascend to Eretz Yisrael and his teacher disapproved. 
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Sanhedrin 24a: Rabbi Oshaya says: What is the meaning of that which is written: ³And I took for 
myself two staves; the one I called Graciousness, and the other I called Binders´ (Zechariah 
11:7)? ³Graciousness´; these are the Torah scholars in Eretz Yisrael, who are gracious to one 
another in discussions of halakha. They treat each other with honor and love, as demonstrated in 
the statements of Reish Lakish and Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi. ³Binders [ۚRYHOLP]´; these are the 
Torah scholars in Babylonia, who injure [VKHPHۚDEEHOLP] each other in discussions of halakha,
i.e., they speak harshly to each other when they disagree.

Sanhedrin 24a: What is the homiletic interpretation of the word Babylonia? Rabbi <RতDQDQ says,
as a tribute to the Jewish community of Babylonia and its Torah scholars: It means mixed with 
Bible, mixed with Mishna, and mixed with Talmud. Other Sages had a different opinion of the 
Torah in Babylonia: With regard to the verse: ³He has made me dwell in dark places, as those 
that have been long dead´ (Lamentations 3:6), Rabbi Yirmeya says: This is the Talmud of 
Babylonia, which is not as clear as the Talmud of Eretz Yisrael.
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Yerushalmi Nedarim 6,8: The Holy One, Blessed be He, said: The Elders of the diaspora are very dear to 
me. More beloved by me is a small group in the Land of Israel than a great Sanhedrin outside the Land.
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Megilah 29a: Rabbi Elazar HaKappar says: In the future, the synagogues and the study halls 
in Babylonia will be transported and reestablished in Eretz Yisrael
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Moed Katan 25a: Rabbi Abba opened his eulogy for him: Our Rabbi was worthy that the Divine 
Presence should rest upon him, except for the fact that Babylonia caused it not to rest.
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Midrash Tehillim 105: If you seek to see the Divine Presence in this world, engage in Torah in the Land 
of Israel



�

�©ª�²��§£��¨���£¨¦³�²£���£¦����¦�²³£�¯²��£�³�£¦�´�°�®´��£���£�©£�
www .tefilah.org

beni.gesundheit@tefilah.org

©ª�²��§£��¨�

£ ��Ö¨�§�ãª �¡ �ª ����¦Í��� �ò �� �Ûã���
�������£ ��Ïãª��������Ïãª£ �́ Ö� ���£�
����Ï² �Ü �ß�¦ �¥�£ ���

�ãª �² �°Ö£��°Ö£´£ �Û� �² �ß�²���

�´Ö� ��Ö� ���´Ö¥ �² �ß��Û �¦ÛÖ� �ï �� ���¦Ö� �à ���Î �̈��
�ãª �́ £ �£ �¡ �� �Û�¦ �¬��æ �± ��ãª �ò �̈�

��è�©��æ �¡ �ò�ãªãª �̈ �æ �± �́ ã���­Ö« �� �́ ��Öæ�¦ �àª£ �́��ã
² �° �¡ �¦��Û �� �±�´ÖÎ��¨ �Û �¦£ �ï �¡�²ÖÎ����´ÖÜ�¬ �¦ ��
��ªÖ° �²Î���� �� �¦ �ß�Î �� �� �¬ �¦ã��¦ �Û§�

�ãª �¡ �ª �� �Û�¦ �¬���Ö¨Í �¦�§£

����Íã² �ß�´Ö� ��Ö� ���¦�

¨��¢�«�£¦����¬��

§£��¨�²¨���²��°�¡£¦³³�©¨ ���§£²¨���§���¨�§¬���#
�²�²¨�����¤¦��ª¡ª��§£��¨�
�ª£�¦���¤¦�§£��¨��ª�³�¦¬

²¨��¦��¨³�����²³��¦¥�£�¦¤¦�§£��¨��ª�³�¦¬
²¨���£�¨£«�£�²����²°�£��ª²°�£

´£³�²�¤¦�§£��¨��ª�³�¦¬
£¬�²�ª�£�²���£¨³¨�£²¨�£�¨£«���

´�������´�¥²��ª´££¡�³�¦¬�¦�����¤¨³¦�ª´¨££±�
¤¦�§£��¨��ª�³�¦¬

£¥�����§££«¨��±¬£�²���¡���²��ªª¡´���ª££¡´�©¥�
�­�«�´���ª°�±´��ª£´�£¦��´�²°¡¦¤³�±����²�¨³¦

����¦��¤ª�°²�´�³¬¦��¤£±�¡
§¦³��¤¦�§£��¨��ª�³�¦¬

��²�²¨��®®��¤¥¦£���ª£²¨£ª��¦�¥¦��

���²�¢���­����±²®�´�¥²��£¨¦³�²£����

²�³²�§³��©ª¡�£�£�²�§³����£¨²£��²��²�§³���ª£ª¡���³££¨��²���££¡
²�§³���£�¨£«��´£��©£²¨��²�§³���£²�¡��£¦��£�¨£«

��¤¦��ª¡ª��§£��¨
��´�£²���¦¥�©�������¦´�¡�³�´���§¦�¬��£¡�§£¨¦�¬�²�°

´£³�²��²°�£��§£´¨���£¡¨

�ª´¨££±���ª´££¡�³
�ª´£¥ �¤¨³¦�´����¦��ª´�²±���ª´¬££«�

----

�Íã² �ß�´��������´Ö� ��Ö� ���¦

�²�����£�²��� �²�§³�����ª�³�¤¦��ª¡ª��§£��¨©£�££¡��¤¨³¦�´����¦
�� �² �ê �  ���£ �è�£ �́ �® �Ü�� �ë �ë �² �ò����é�Í��́ £ �� �í�² �Û ���£ �Û �® �ª ��
��¬�§£¦�´�����¥��

�Íã² �ß�´��������´Ö� ��Ö� ���¦
�¡��£�²�§³���ª£¨�²��¦��¨³�£�²��¤¨³¦�¡�³���££�������¤¦��¦����¤¦
��¤£ª®¦¨�©�°²�£�£�´²�®´�¤¦��²�����������ª£�¦����ª£´���£�¦

��§£ �¦ �®�ë�Í �̈ Ö«������´��£¥��ª£´®£®¥¨��ª®± ´���ª£´¦£®ª¨��ª£¥¨«´³
�§£ �®ã® �è�­ �±Ö  ��
¨±�§£¦�´�£®�¦¬�����£����¤��¦¨���¬�©£���§£¨¡²��¦¨�

�Íã² �ß�´������´�������¦
²¨���²®±�²����¬£²¥�¤¦���¤¦�®£®¥���¤¦�£�¡´³�����¤¦�£¥��¥£²��¤¦
�Í �² �ß�¦ �è�¬ �² �¥ �ò��� �Ý �ò©ÖÛ �¦�¦ �è�¬��
¨��£¬³£�£®�¦¬�����¥������Î �¦������ �à ���� �é

�¡ �° �ë �� ���´ �² �� �® �ò �� ���� �²ã� �à �� ��Ö� �� ���£ �è����¥�Î �¦�¯ �² �� ��ã�§ �£ �̈ �Ý �ß�¦�����̈ �ê ����� �¥ �¦
��¥ �¦�� �Þ �ª �́ �ê �� ���¦Û�� ² �¦����¬ �� ���² �Û�� �ò �� ���Î£ �ª �® �é �̈ ��Ö� �è �� ����ÛÖ¨��£ ��ã�¦�è �ß�¦����Î��è��¡
�Î ���£ ��ã�� �²ã� ��ã��� �¦��á�¦�± �ä �¡ �¦ã��è �¦¦������� �ò �¬ ���£ ��Ï�ãª£ ��Ö¨�§Í �¦�ãª �¡ �ª ����§£ �¦ �¦ �� �̈ ã

��Û �¦�§Î �ò �² �� �® �ò
����§£¨£��£²����¥�¢���£��£�����¦ �¥ �ß��¦�¦ �¥ ��ã����® �ªÛ
����§£¥¦¨
���¥�������§£�¡´³¨�����è�¦��� �ª �² �̈ �� ò�£ �́ Ö¨ �° �¬���¦£ �î �̈ �ÎÖ¨ �¥�£ �̈��ª �¬��  �¡ �̈ �£��±

�ãë �ê �̈��¬ ���©Ö£ �� �� ���£ �ª¦ �  �à �̈Ö
���¦�§£¦�´����£���Íã² �ß�´��������´Ö� ��Ö� ���¦
��²©��£©£��ª©£ª�²£²¨���©��¦�¥

´£��©£²¨��������������£��¨�²´�£�¡�³£��¦³���¦���£ª´

�

�

«���

��¦�²¨�¦����²¦�´����¦���¬��¤²��©£�³
�´��£ª����
¡£¦³�£�£�¦¬���§���¦¥��¦�
§£¨³�´�¥¦¨�¦�¬��£®��¦�±¦�¤£²°���¡£¦³�£�£�¦¬�¦�±£�§����²�¨���¦�±��ª£���
��£´¡¦³��¦�²¨�¦��³£¡¥�¦�¦¥�£³���������²¨�³�� �
� �¦�£ �ò �² �̈ ���
����� �ò ���£ �¦�


�±�§£¦�´�¨�� ����¡£¦³�£�£�¦¬��¦���¦�£´²¨��£¨°¬��£ª��§�²�����³�²£®�

¥�´�¥²��¬�������´«ª¥��´£�¦�«ª¥ª�
�²��°��°¨�©£¦¦®´¨³����¦£¡´�¦�¦�¥£�§�

��²��°�¡£¦³�¬£�£��¦³��¬�²�¨�¦�
¦�§£��¨���¦¦®´£�����¦�§���¦¦®´£�¦�

�

�

 

�

¢££��ª� ��²£�£��£ª���©ª�²��§£��¨���£¨¦³�²£���£¦����¦�²³£�¯²��£�³�£¦�´�°�®´��£���£�©£����
£²���¦�´��³�©�¦¬©�£°¬�²��´�£³£��«³´�¢��������¨¬�
��¼���



Modim deRabbanan in the Bavli and Yerushalmi ± Differences between Jews in 
the Diaspora and Eretz Yisrael

www .tefilah.org
beni.gesundheit@tefilah.org

©ª�²��§£��¨�

Í �¦�ãª �¡ �ª ���§£ ��Ö¨��� �ò �� �Ûã���
�������£ ��Ïãª��������Ïãª£ �́ Ö� ���£�
����Ï² �Ü �ß�¦ �¥�£ ���

´£ �Û� �² �ß�² �°Ö£�ãª �² �°Ö£���
�´Ö� ��Ö� ���´Ö¥ �² �ß��Û �¦ÛÖ� �ï �� ���¦Ö� �à ���Î �̈��
�ãª �́ £ �£ �¡ �� �Û�¦ �¬��æ �± ��ãª �ò �̈�

��è�©��æ �¡ �ò�ãªãª �̈ �æ �± �́ ã���­Ö« �� �́ ��Öæ�¦ �àª£ �́��ã
² �° �¡ �¦��Û �� �±�´ÖÎ��¨ �Û �¦£ �ï �¡�²ÖÎ����´ÖÜ�¬ �¦ ��
��ªÖ° �²Î���� �� �¦ �ß�Î �� �� �¬ �¦ã��¦ �Û§�

�ãª �¡ �ª �� �Û�¦ �¬���Ö¨Í �¦�§£

����Íã² �ß�´Ö� ��Ö� ���¦�

«���

��¦�²¨�¦����²¦�´����¦���¬��¤²��©£�³
�´��£ª����
¡£¦³�£�£�¦¬����¦¥��¦�
§£¨³�´�¥¦¨�¦�¬��£®��¦�±¦�¤£²°�§�����¡£¦³�£�£�¦¬�¦�±£�§������ª£�

�²�¨���¦�±����£´¡¦³��¦�²¨�¦��³£¡¥�¦�¦¥�£³���������²¨�³�� �
�£ �ò �² �̈ ��
� �¦�
����� �ò ���£ �¦�
�±�§£¦�´�¨�� �����¡£¦³�£�£�¦¬��¦���¦�£´²¨��£¨°¬��£ª�

�§�²�����³�²£®�

¥�´�¥²��¬�������´«ª¥��´£�¦�«ª¥ª�
©£¦¦®´¨³�²��°��°¨����¦�¥£�§�

��¡£¦³�¬£�£��¦³��¬�²�¨�¦��¦£¡´�¦
¦�²��°�§£��¨���¦¦®´£�����¦�§�����¦�
¦¦®´£

Brachot 21b: One who did not yet pray and enters a synagogue and 
found that the congregation is in the midst of reciting the Amida
prayer, if he is able to begin and complete his own prayer before the 
prayer leader reaches the blessing of thanksgiving [modim], he 
should begin to pray, and, if not, he should not begin to pray. Rabbi 
Yehoshua ben Levi said: If he is able to begin and complete his 
prayer before the prayer leader reaches sanctification [kedusha], 
then he should begin to pray. If not, then he should not begin to pray.

That there is no way for the servant to thank his 
Lord and say 'Lord You' by an emissary, but that 
every person must verbally accept the yoke of the 
kingdom of heaven; and if he receives it by 
messenger, it is not complete acceptance, because
he can deny and say ³No, I didn¶t send him´... And 
this is what David said, "I said to the Lord: You are 
my God" (Psalm 140:7) - I myself said to Him and 
not by an emissary (Abudraham)

Modim deRabbanan
We give thanks to You for You are the Lord our God and God 
of our ancestors, God of all flesh Who formed us and formed 
the universe.
Blessings and thanks are due to Your great and holy name 
for giving us life and sustaining us. May You continue to give 
us life an sustain us; and may You gather our exile to Your 
holy courts, to keep Your decrees, do Your will and serve You 
with a perfect heart, for the merit of giving thanks to You. 
Blessed be God to Whom thanksgiving is due. 
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Bavli Sota 40a
While the prayer leader is reciting We give thanks, what do the people say? 
Rav says: We give thanks to You, Lord our God, for the merit of giving 
thanks to You
And Shmuel says: God of all living flesh, for the merit of giving thanks to 
You
Rabbi Simai says: Our Creator, Who created everything in the beginning, for
the merit of giving thanks to You
The Sages of 1HKDUGH¶D say in the name of Rabbi Simai: We offer blessings 
and praises to Your great name, for You have given us life and sustained 
us, for the merit of giving thanks to You
Rav $তD bar <D¶DNRY would finish the blessing as follows: So may You give 
us life, and show us favor, and collect us, and gather our exiles into Your 
sacred courtyards, in order to observe Your laws and to fulfill Your will 
wholeheartedly, for the merit of giving thanks to You

Rav Pappa said: These Sages each added a different element to the prayer. 
Therefore, we should combine them together and recite all of them.
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Yerushalmi Brachot 1 Tur 4, Halacha 5

5HEEL 6LPHRQ�VDLG�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�5HEEL <RতDQDQ��LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�5HEEL
-HUHPLDK��5HEEL ণDQLQD LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�5HEEL 0LDVKD��5HEEL ণL\\D LQ�WKH�
QDPH�RI�5HEEL 6LPDL��DQG�VRPH�VD\��WKH�FROOHDJXHV�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�5HEEL
6LPDL��:H�WKDQN�<RX��0DVWHU�RI�DOO�FUHDWXUHV� *RG�RI�SUDLVHV��HWHUQDO�5RFN��
/LIH�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVH��&UHDWRU��:KR�UHVXUUHFWV�WKH�GHDG��
WKDW�<RX�KDYH�PDGH�XV�DOLYH��NHSW�XV��JDYH�XV�PHULW��VXSSRUWHG�XV��DQG�
EURXJKW�XV�QHDU�WR�JLYH�WKDQNV�WR�<RXU�QDPH��

%OHVVHG�DUH�<RX��/RUG��WR�:KRP�WKDQNVJLYLQJ�LV�GXH�

5HEEL $EED�EDU�=DYGD LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�5DY��:H�WKDQN�<RX�VLQFH�ZH�DUH�
REOLJHG�WR�JLYH�WKDQNV��PD\�P\�OLSV�VLQJ��IRU�,�VKDOO�VLQJ�WR�<RX�ZLWK�P\�VRXO�
WKDW�<RX�KDYH�UHGHHPHG��SUDLVHG�DUH�<RX��R�(WHUQDO��WR�:KRP�
WKDQNVJLYLQJ�LV�GXH��5HEEL 6DPXHO�EDU�0LQD LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�5HEEL $FতD��
7KDQNVJLYLQJ�DQG�SUDLVH�WR�<RXU�QDPH��<RXUV�LV�JUHDWQHVV��<RXUV�LV�
VWUHQJWK��<RXUV�LV�JORU\��0D\�LW�SOHDVH�<RX��R�(WHUQDO��RXU�*RG�DQG�*RG�RI�
RXU�IDWKHUV��WKDW�<RX�PD\�VXSSRUW�XV�LQ�RXU�IDOO��VWUDLJKWHQ�XV�XS�IURP�RXU�
EHQW�VWDWH��EHFDXVH�<RX�VXSSRUW�WKRVH ZKR�IDOO DQG�VWUDLJKWHQ�DOO�ZKR�DUH�H�
EHQW�RYHU��<RX�DUH�IXOO�RI�PHUF\�DQG�QRWKLQJ�H[LVWV�H[FHSW�<RX��SUDLVHG�DUH�
<RX��R�(WHUQDO��*RG�RI�WKDQNVJLYLQJ��
%DU�4DSSDUD VDLG��)RU�<RX�ZH�IDOO�GRZQ��IRU�<RX�ZH�EHQG�GRZQ��IRU�<RX�
ZH�SURVWUDWH�RXUVHOYHV��IRU�<RX�ZH�NQHHO��WR�<RX�HYHU\�NQHH�VKRXOG�IDOO�
GRZQ�DQG�HYHU\�WRQJXH�VZHDUV���,�&KU�������±�����<RXUV��R�(WHUQDO��LV�
JUHDWQHVV��VWUHQJWK��JORU\��YLFWRU\��DQG�PDMHVW\��WUXO\�DOO�WKDW�LV�LQ�KHDYHQ�
DQG�RQ�HDUWK��<RXUV��R�(WHUQDO��LV�WKH�NLQJGRP��DQG�<RX�OLIW�<RXUVHOI�RYHU�DOO�
DV�KHDG��5LFKHV�DQG�KRQRU DUH�EHIRUH�<RX��<RX�UXOH�RYHU�DOO��LQ�<RXU�KDQG�
LV�SRZHU�DQG�VWUHQJWK��LW�LV�LQ�<RXU�KDQG�WR�PDNH�JUHDW�DQG�VWUHQJWKHQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ��$QG�QRZ��RXU�*RG��ZH JLYH�WKDQNV�WR�<RX DQG�SUDLVH�<RXU�
JORULRXV�QDPH��ZLWK�DOO�RXU�KHDUW�DQG�VRXO�ZH�SURVWUDWH�RXUVHOYHV�EHIRUH�
<RX���3V���������0\�HQWLUH�VHOI�VKDOO�VD\��2�(WHUQDO��ZKR�LV�OLNH�<RX��:KR�
VDYHV�WKH�GHVWLWXWH�IURP�RQH�ZKR�LV�VWURQJHU�WKDQ�KH�LV��WKH�GHVWLWXWH�DQG�
SRRU�IURP�WKH�RQH�ZKR�UREV�KLP��3UDLVHG�DUH�<RX��R�(WHUQDO��*RG�RI�
WKDQNVJLYLQJ��5HEEL <XGDQ VDLG��WKH�UDEELV�XVHG�WR�VD\�DOO�RI�WKHVH��%XW�
VRPH�VD\��HLWKHU�RQH�RU�WKH�RWKHU��:H�KDYH�VWDWHG��2QO\�WKDW�RQH�VKRXOG�
QRW�ERZ�GRZQ�WRR�PXFK
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TB - In the Diaspora: «�Pray to 
return to Eretz Yisrael

6LGGXU�� PDLQO\�7%��
2QO\���ZRUGV�IURP�7<

TY: NO request to return to Eretz Yisrael
Live in Israel, thrive with Kind David 
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English translations from:  
Sefaria: Talmud Koren Steinsaltz (�~��� ������� ������) 

Website Rav Moshe Pinchuk  
https://yerushalmidb.com/Default.aspx

Audrey Samuels

´���´Thanks!
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