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Why three kinds for burnt-offerings and one for a sin-offering? 
In allusion to the four elements from which the Holy One, 
blessed be He, created the world, three of them being of a 
superior nature, one higher than the other, and the fourth the 
lowest, the heaviest of them all. They are as follows: The earth 
is the heaviest of all of them, and in allusion to it the he-goat 
was offered. The water is above the earth; the air, from which 
the wind is formed, is above the earth, and the fire is above the 
air, for fire is lighter than all the others, ascending right up to 
the sky« 
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(1:7) All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full. 
(6:7) All the labor of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite 
is not filled. 
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(2:13-14) Then I saw that wisdom excels folly, as far as light 
excels darkness.  The wise man's eyes are in his head, but the 
fool walks in darkness« 
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(7:11-12) Wisdom is as good with an inheritance and an 
advantage to those that see the sun.  For wisdom is a defense, 
even as money is a defense; but the excellency of knowledge 
is that wisdom preserves the life of him who has it. 
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(2:15) "As it happens to the fool, so it will happen even to me; 
and why was I then wiser?"« 
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(3:21) Who knows the spirit of man, whether it goes upward, 
and the spirit of the animal, whether it goes downward to the 
earth?" 
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(11:5) As you don't know what is the way of the wind or how 
the bones grow in the womb of her who is with child« 
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(12:7) and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the 
spirit returns to God who gave it. 
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